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OANADIAN MILITARY RIFLE LEAGUE.

T IE seventli annual meeting of the

ICanadian Niflitary Rifle League ivas
hielcl in the Russell Hlouse on Wedncs-
<la> ce'enin g. There wvas a large attendance of
riflenien, the dining hall being quite crowded.
Lieut. -Col. 'Masse>', president of the League,
presided, also in attendance, Capt. Andrews,
secretary. Among those at the right andi
leff of the presiclent were . ao-eea
Gascoigne, Col. thc lion. M.L Ayltier, A.
G., Col. \Valker Powell, late A.G., M ajor-
General L-aurie, MI.P., and Col. l>aneî,
Deptuty Minister of litia. There were
also present officers representing the League
in ail parts of the Dominion.

Col. 'Masse>' said hie had much pleasure
in prcsiding at the scventh animal meeting

~~Ib . ,. of the League. Nlajor-General Gascoigne
,.took sp)ecial interest ini the League, and had

allowed theni to wvear the badlges wvon at the
I.cagu-te matches. Ile iia<l great pleastire as president of the
League in witiiessing,, the success which had attended the association
duning the present >'ear ; the entries having increased from 123 to

87 ini 18q6. This must be ver>' gratifyiing to cver), neniber of
the Leaguie and to every nilenian in the D)ominion, as no organization
did so miuch towvards furthering- the interest in rifle shooting as
the Rifle League. (Applatise.) Thcy haël been again indcbted to, thc
kindness of the Governiment for suplyliing thcmi with fr-ce ammuniiiition,
wvhich had gone a great <leal towards their success. '[le>' %vre ai-
so indebted to the I)epartnîent of Militia for so l)rompltly and so
carefuili> forwvarding the aiiimunition to thc various parts of the
D)ominion. 'l'le), had niot hecard of a single miscarriage of an>' ot
ammutnition. He would not detain theîin an>' fu,'Uîcr than t, sa>'
that dit scores xverc forwar-ded î>roirptlv to the secretar>' and lîad
I)een 1)ublished in the Monda>' norning îîapers fu'oni one end of thc
country' to the other. (Applause.)

Lieuit. -Col. Starkc, commrandant of tic Bisle' team, at tiis
stage entercd the inîeting and wvas accorded a great ovation.

'lli secretar>', Capt. And,'iev's, rcad the minutes of last meeting,
whîch wvere considered sati sfactory an d a)pp'ov'C( of.

Thei 1jresiclent said tlîat the coutncil had tlîis >'ear <leci<led to give
sterling silver pîlate, as the>' thouglit it wvould forni p)ermianlent
articles for the teamis winning theni ini the different matches.

NMajor--( .eîîeral Gascoigne, Commiiander-iin-Chief, w~ho presented
the prizes to the corps in thîe first scî'ies competition, said îlîat lie
took it as a v'ery high hionor to take part iii the presentation of
j)rizes. He lîad a ver>' great interest ini the League. If possible,
lie bad a greater sympathy than with the larger association w~hichi
lic had attendcd duriîîg thc past thrc or- four da>'s. I lis recason for
tlîat was because hie belU that it fostercd gî'eater proficiency ini the
use of the rife. n[ie ilîitia %v'cre now arxîîed wvith the best p)ossible
wveal)or that could l)e obtained. l>roficiency w'ith thc rifle %v'as ont
of the things lie held ist b>' and lic meant to makc it an inîPoir-
aîît feature in the course of instruction. 'l'lie large associations did
an enormous aniouint of goU, as they brouight out mcen froni
différent pat ftecutywo haU great proficienc>' %vith the

rifle, le baU îîot so nînch sy'mpathy with the meni wlîo could put
on large scores as lie lhad with the bad siiots. If a î'egînicnt bad a
few crack nîiarksnien anîd a lot of poor sliots, then its cfliciency %vas
greatl>' redicec. lie wvas greatly pleascd witlî dit management of
dte 1). R. A., as lie liad seen a great deal tlîat gave lîînî pleasure.
I-le %Vas glad to set Uic of'icers who actc(l as range othicers carcfully
drcsscd and atîcuîdiuîg to U1icir dutics wîtli intercst. [le could not

say that, however, of ail the competitors. Fi-e sa%' a good nuinber
in the competitions wvho prestumably thoughit that they were uni-
fornied according to regulations, but hie thoughit that if lie had been
going to inspect the battalion they would have been dlifférend),
attircd. He had scen somie on the streets who were not du'esscd
as hie would have liked thcrn to be. He thouglht they should alwvays
try and show to thc best advantage, as otherwise it did more harmi
than the individual wvas aware of. H-e thoughit these associations,
excellent as thcy were, should be conductcd on military lines. It
tended to wcaken discipline a littUe. I>ersonally hie îvould like to
sec A rifle comipetitions carried out as they would be in the field.
For instance, he saîv one mian on the range use a blow pipe between
eaci, shot, and hie asked himi if lie would hiave timie to do that ini
action. Hlebeliev'ed greatlv in and hacigreat sympathy with associa-
tions of this kind, but hie thotuht if more of a military spirit werc
infused in themn they wvould be of grcater good. (Applause.)

The Major-(;eneral then prescnted the prizes won in the first
series.

Mlajor-General Lauirie, in prcsenting the next prizes, began
01(1 conirades of the for-ce,'" w~hich evoked much al)1latise. He

differeci a lîttie, lie said, fromi the ïMajor-Ceneral in regard to the
grood of the associations ,such as they %verc witnessing at Ottatwa. Fle
wvas sure that the D>ominion Rifle Association had <lone much to
bring the men into dloser contact with one another. Twventv.-fiv-c
years ago the men in the militia of Canada wcrc utter strangers to
cach other. Now~ they came froni ail parts of the Dominion, and
they werc not sucb strangers. 1-le took always a great interest ini
the association, anid hie had l)een meeting year aftcr year wvell-
known faces, and lie hopcd to (Io so again. Nova Scotia, hce
noticed, wvas flot dowvn for an>' teain prize, and hie cautioned Nova
Scotians not to let that occur again. (Applatise.)

Col. Powell, lare adjutant-general, said that lie wvas vers' pleascd
to miect thei i again. Thelî association %'as doîngl g>o<l work, and,
as Canadlians, lie thought they were soon to take their proper place
in the Empire. (Applauise.)

col. the lion. M. Aviimer thouglit that the granting of fi-ce
annnition hiad donc a great deal of good towards the furî-hering
of the interests of thi militia for-ce. It %vas whispered, lie sai<l, that
thci' were to have a new rifle rag.It w~as a beautifuil strctch, of
grouîîd, and "'as %vithin a short distance of the citv. It would bu
i , 500 yardls iii extent, and col. (;ib)501, tlhe president of dt asso-
ciation, had exaiinc<l it and %vas îlcased wvith it. 'l'lie Douminion
Rifle Association would fix tlîeir camp therc next year, and lie frit
sure it Nvould l)e fouind satisf.actor-,'. (r\îplauise.)

Major SamiIl'hs in mnoving a vote of thanks to the Minister
of Nlilitia for gr-aitiing, free anintnition, saîcl that by doing so it hiad
advanced rife shioot'ig,.(plas.
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