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THE COMMON-PLACE BOOK.

INSANITY.

Rev. Mr. Gregg, of Cheshire, England,
author of the beautiful bymn, written on'1
Tim. iii. 16, “ Seen of Angels,” commen-
cing,  Beyond,’” &ec., had an insane brother
who lived with him, and spent his time
wandering about the yard, garden, and
sometimes finding his way into lis brotber’s
stady, but never seeming to take much
interest in the things about him. Mr.
Gregg, therelote, used no = precautions in
reference to his manuscripts, generally al-
lowing them to remain exposed on his desk, |
especially while in course of ‘completion. !
Ou this occasion, he had wiitten the hymn |
with the exception of the last two lines, and i

H

being uuable 1o getasuitable climax, walked
out to refiesh himself with pure air, and
Atter he left the !
ulked to the desk, '
!

contemplate hLis subject.
Y01 8 her

msc) i‘?a pea, and wrote:
"4 @lapped their triumphant wings, and cried

«The glorious work is done.”

As the hymn is 'in very few books, we |

quote it, |

Beyond the glittering starry skies, !

ar as the eternal hills, |

|

|

{
|

Yon heaven of heavens with living light

Jur great Redeemer fils.

Legious of angels, strong and fair,
In countless aimies shine.

‘And swell His praise with golden harps,
Attuned to songs divine.

« Hail, Prince !”” they cry, ** forever hail !
Whose unexampled love

Moved Thee to quit those glovious realms,
And royalties‘above.”

While He did cordescend on' earth
To suffer grief and-pain,

They cast theit honos at his feet,
And waited in his train.

Through all his travels here below,
They did his steps attend ;

Oft wondering how and where at last
The mystic sceie would end.

They saw’ bis heart, transfixed with wounds,
With love and grief run-o’er§

They saw him break the bars ot death,
Which none €’er brake belore.

They brought his chariot from above,
o bear him to his throne ;.

Clapped their triumphant wings, and cried
# The gloricus work is dne.”

LOVE OF CHILDREN, A BIGN OF GOOD.

A ‘manmay have many vices upon him,
and have wilked long it a bad course ; yet
it he has a ‘fove of children, and can take
pleasure in their talk and play, there is some-
thing still left in him to act upon—something
which can love sinplicity and truth.  F'have
seen ond, i1 whom some low vice had be-
some a habit, make himself (he plaything of
a set of riotous children’ with as much de-
light in his countenance as if nothing but
goodness had éver been expressed in 1t and
I have felt as much of sympathy and kind-
ness toward him, as 1 bave of dislike and
misgiving toward another who has goneé
through life with all due propriety, but with
that cold and supercilions bearing towards
ehildren which makes them shnuking and
still. I have known one like the latter, at-
tempt with uncouth condescension, to court

' ,V.Cmmbiau {Ll)'nrthmdn‘.\' |
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THE CLERGY RESERVES.

To the exelusion of much of our usual matter, we give this week
the letter of the Lord Bishop of Toronto to_the Duke of Newcas-
Ue, on the subject of the Clergy Reserves Bill. Itis a document
which canuet fail to convince every candid and upright mind,
that no greater act of political iniquity conld be committed, than
that which is contemplated by the proposed enactment. -

The English Churchman reforring to the letter, makes the fol-
lowing comment thereon :—¢ We trust our yeaders will admire, as
we admire, the straitforward and honest. simplicity with which
his Lordship deals with this question, It is set forth in its va-
rious aqpé%; and the peroration is striking, as shewing: the
disastrous € i ed;5 v
place, i - bes : : :

¢ We trust 1157 " L5, perhaps the last, protest of this devoted and |
aged Prelale against the unrighteous desecration which is propo-
sed, will have its due influence upon the members of the House
of Lords, and that this truly noble branch of our Legislature will
resist anaet which must destroy for ever the legitimate influence
of true religion in the Colouies, and disseminate in its room those
mauy forms of error which lead to infidelity in belief and toso-
cialism in practice.”

—_—
3

My Loxp Duke, ; SGp o ]

Your Grace’s despatch of the 15th Jannary, to'the Earl of Elgin,
Governot General of Canada, on the subject of the Clergy Re-
seves, was published oy the 16th February, at Quebec, and reach-
ed Toroato abont the 20th—and, as it announced a total -
change gfpolicy it dealing with the Charch property in Canada,
fiom that which bad been judiciously adopted by Her M’ajes'tf 8
late advisers, we were taken completely by surprise; aul e
we liad time 1o consider the grounds upon which a change so inja-

rious to the interests of religion in this Colony, is sought to be | '
a course which will, |

supported, or to devise the means of averti
if pursusll, not only destroy the peace of Canada, bat, in its con-
eques e, adonger o Chugals listhiahiment of the United
Kingdom, we learn from the London Times and other English
jourrals, that a Bill for placing the Clergy Reserves at the dispos-
Zl of the Can;di?ghLegislature was brovght into the Houago ot
Jommors on the 18th uit., and, after some dis i
i ,and, e dlséussxun, passed to a
Hence it would appear that this measure, affecting our best and
dearest interests, is to be hurried through ‘the Legislatare, with a
precipitancy which precludes the possibility of our being l,.ear(l —
a preciptancy of which we have reason bitterly to con?plain. It
ceitainly presfnts_ a strange instance of attention in a Reform Go-
vernmen to the just rights, and the feelings of the
novel.mehod of ullachflg the Colonies to the Mothell-) %g)ulfl; r:;l .

[t was not surely to be anticipated that a measure dealin , as

we think unjustly with the religious privileges of the membe%u, of
the Churdi of England and Scotiand, and ultimately of the Roma

Catholicsin Canada,~ embracing a population (as appears b lhg
Census it 1851) of more than iwo-thirds:of “the iuhabnan)t,a of
Canada, vas to be dispused of like an insienificant Railroad or
Viilage Orporation.. Yet such isreally the gase! A Bill is now
in prozsres which will enable the Provincial Legislature to pass
measuresif the most revolutionary character, in fringing the rig‘hts
of 1,244,72 persons outof a popuolation of 1,842,265 withou%t 80
inuch .zui ::king them p:i:v.ious y aware of the inten’lions of the

mperial Gyvernment, or deigning to'allow: i

an ljmmbl'su plication on th% su‘fvject. T ey

‘We hae ‘been lulled into afalse security, and led to believe
that it wa_impossible that any measure would be introduce(i ona
matter Wich sodeeply concernsthis great Colony, without bein
afforded sfull-and convenient opportunity ot pleading our canseg
Even 1.0y the provisions of the Bill before the House of Comm(m;
are unknwn to us.  All' that we do for 'certain know is, that a
total chage in dealing with the' Clergy Reserves and -éhurch

roperty 1 Canada, has taken place in Her Majesty’s Couneils
and that te three Churches ol England, Scotland; and Rome are’
of a suddy, in danger of being wholly deprived of their endow~
ments, Whout being allowed to say one word in their defence:

All werather from ' your Grace’s despatch fis, that Her Majes-
ty’s Goveiment accedes to the prayer of the Legislature of Caria-
da, for pliing the Clergy Reserves at its disposal,—and that no
sentimeniof regret at the disturbance of the present settlement
v{ould Jusfy the Government or Parliament in witholding from the
Canadiancople through their representatives the right ofﬁealing as
they thlnm with matters of strictly domestic interest. And furtl er
that the Bliament of Canada and 1ot the Parliament of the Unilmi |
Kingdom' the body to which the functions of Legislation on this |
subject mi, for the public advantage, be committed.

Now, v Lord Duke, [ moest: respectfully submit; that these
opinious rounds {or Legislation are much 'more than neutraliz- |
ed by therocecdings of the late administration, by ‘the repeated:
avowels ohe Legislature of Upper Canada and the- constant per-
suasion ofie members of the Church of Eungland, that the Im-
penal, angot the Pn:ovincial Parliament; is the 'proper tribunal -
tor demdmlhe question ;=—and this, as I shall afterwards show
was the cwiction of Lord Sydenham, one of the“most able of our-

an open hearted child, who would draw back
with an instinctive aversion; and I felt as if
there were a curse upon him.—R. H, Dana.

Governors.ad the most thoroughl R e g ;
difficulties ughty _“‘fq«ﬁ"‘med ‘with atr religious

| been allowed to

b ment and enfo

what plausible to ggogef s who are only partially acquainted with the
%ﬁf the question, and they may think it ju?t and reasonable
to refer its settle to the local authorities. The dispute bas
inve 50 long, from the weakness or neglect of
ent in shrinking from a firm acknowledg-
t of the constitutional law while the discus-

the Imperial

sions were ye
settlement ‘ o

It is thus ations in the Colonies, which a single Des-
patch, if reasonable, might have arranged to tha
general sa permitted to grow and fester till they be-

i Such has been the case with the Church

come nearly ineura
property in Canada, * s

Had that portion which belongs to the Church of England been
finally arranged in 1817, and the objects of the 31 Geo. I1I. cap.
31, (called the Constitational act) been fairly carried out, there
would have been little or no trouble. But the continued heat and
discussions in the Colonial Legislature were permitted fora long
| time without notice, and when they forced attention, feeble palli-

ect of spoliation, should it, as is apprenended, take | atives, instead of efficient remedics, were applied, which produced

reased irritation.
~_Allow: me to remaik that the Church of England has saffered
exceedingly fiom the protracted discussions on the Clergy Res-
erves, as it they were the only Ecclesiastical provision in Canada
likely to produce difficnlty. The rich endowmeuts of the Roman
Catholic Chiurch have been carefully kept out of sight, and are
only now coming ine notice, while accumulated edium i:as'bee’n.
heaped on the I ational Church in the Colony, as if her assertion
of her just rights were offensive and unbecoming and the sole
cause 6} all the trouble. ;
The endowments for the suppait of religion in the different parts:
of the Proviace, canuot be dealt with separately, or confined to those:
appropriated to the' sustenance of a Protestant Clergy, but such
dealing must embrace those also which sustain the Roman Catho-
ay. Bothare equally lozal and domestic, and if the one is
to the management of the Colonial Legislature, so
Both stand u%on the same grounds of security,
nure of the Church of England to the possession .
18 admitied by your Grace as weil as Mr. Peel to
\law than that of the Charch of Ronte.
e value and importance of the religious endow-
and the present state of the two Churches of
2? 1st—The Roman Catholic Chureh in Can-

Eﬂ 3[1({r ‘é, 4
adi : of oite Archbishop and six Bishops, who have, it is
said, abont 550 Clergy under their charge. - 'og: ‘strength of shis
Chureb les in the Eastern portion of the Province, and comprises
all the French settlements and Seignories, and has formed from
the beginning a regular establishment, having been divided into
Parishes, a process which is still continued as the country is open-
ed. Each Parish has had from its first institution an Incumbent,
supported by tithes and various dues, with a parsonage, glebe, and
other endowments, in much the same way as the Clergy of the
Established Churchin England and Treland. Hence the Romish
Chureh has inereased in elficiéncy, wealth, and importance, with
the growth of the Colony. fial
The average value of the livings it is not easy to ascertain with
minute exactuess, but, from the best information that can be 8b-
tained itmay be taken at £250 per annum ; and assuming the Paro-
chial clergy at 500 ;—exclusive of those employed in Colleges,
Monastaries and other religious houses, we have for the revenue
of the Roman Catholic Chuich in Lower Canada £125,000 per
_annum, a sum which represents a money capital of at least £2,500,

- ments .fa, «

_In Upper Canada the Roman Catholie Clergy do not, at present
exceed 100 in number, ard the provision for their support is very’
slender. . It depends chiefly on their customary dues and the con-
tnbutions of their respective flocks, unless, wdeed, they receive
assistance from the French portion ‘of the Province where the re-
sources of the Romish Church are abundant,

In regaid to Education, the means at the disposal of the Roman
Cathohe Church in Lower Canada are not merely ample but mu-
nificent, as appears {rom the fullowing table, quoted from Smith’s

History of Canada, vol. 1, appendix 6 :—
p Acres of Lard,

Ursulines, Quebee. . ... . .ovcnnerna . 1

Ursulines, Three Rivers. . ... v...... é‘g’g(l,g
Retolllts : oot . Lo, Jhtosit « ’945
Bishop and Seminary at Quebee.. .. .. 693,324
Jesuits: . .. , . . it Sl AaDRy 891,845

The Sulficians! covering the whole [s-
land and City of Montreal, consid-

3 ered woith nearly a million. ., ... 250,31
General Hospital, Quebee ... .. ...... 28,’43‘;
do Montreal. . ........ 404
Hotel Dieu, Quebec... [ .. . _ .. ... 14,112
Soiarn:Chipes: 11zl s oot 42:336
2, 15179

Now, averaging the value eof these lands at th 1 i

of 8. 8. por acre, they reprosont & capital of £700,000. It s
rue, all these possessions were at one ti t the disposal of
Crown, aud the Jecuits’ Estates are not ;:er(u;i’u:liy :pg::priatl&g‘ g’\‘:
who that knows the readiness with which Lord Sydenham ga’ve a
title to.a few monks of St. Sulpice, covering the whole city and
island (:i‘ Mmm'eal:i with the consent of the Imperial Governinent,
received or implied, ean expect that th ions Wi
i backl.)x s Pi- shat thess vast possocsicie will be

But indepeudent of the Jesuit Estates, we have the Seminary of

I am wing ts admit thatthese two gfc'u;ﬁdl may appear some-

. a million of acres

Quebec, (after deducting a generous allowa i th t goed
for tho Archliahop,) wikh & prncely. endowsmect of more (has palf
land, to establish Calleges and Seminarios of



