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liow much the British army has been in all modern
tines made up of Irish Catholic soldiers. "Their
~ sourage and fidelity have never been denicd by their
officers of the Gorernment of England. But in the
war which England was about to wage against the
vising liberties of this country, Lord Hovwe, who was
. to take command, wrote to the British ministry that
‘he 'disliked ‘and could not depend on Irish Catholic
soldiers,” and suggested that German mercenary
troops sbould be cmployed,—and these German
mercenaries turned out afterwards to be the far-famed
Hessians. '

Again: In raising German troops for the purpose
of crushing the liberties of this country in the war of
Tndependence, the agents of Gireat Britain on “the
Continent complained of the obstacles that were
throswn in their way, whetler in raising recruits, or in
forwarding them, and these difficultics, it appears by
dispatches to the Government in London, were
ascribed to the intrigues and opposition of Catholics
in Germany.

1 thisk that, on a review of these evidences, there
is no just and candid American, pretending to have
any adequate knowledge of the histary of his awn
country, who will not agree with me, that at the close
of the war the Catholics of this land were entitled,
in their own right, to the civil and religious immuni-
tivs which are seeured to them in common with their
fellow-citizens of other denominations, by the achieve-
ment of the independence of the United States.
But there is another ground in favor of a vast number
of them, involving the additional pledge of national
honer.

1t will be recollected that, at the close of the

¥rench war, Canada was ceded by Trance to Great
Hritain. The Colonists took a great interest in that
war in which Washington, still a youtl, distinguished
hishsell.  'The issue of the struggle has an immense
hearing on the early history of the United States.
Hrom the Gulf of St. Lawrence to the mouth of the
Mississippi, by exploration of rivers and lakes, includ-
ing even Lake Superior, by acquaintance with various
fribes, by missionary posts, have settlements there,
forts, or something corresponding, in other. places the
French, still Catlolics, had created before the Jaw of
nations a valid title to the whole of the valley of the
Mississippi, if they had proved themselves physically
capable of defending it-against the combined power
‘of England and lLer Colonies, aided by Catholie
Spain. France proved:unequal to the effort. Canada
was ceded by the treaty of Paris, in 1763, to Eng-
land,—including all the dependencies of Canada or of
New Franee in North America. )

Now, the rights.of property and of religion were
securcd-lo all the inhabitants of the territory ceded
in 1763 by France to England. The title to all the
claims of France west of the Alleghanies, which
pussed Lo England by treaty, became vested in- the
17nited States at the close of the Amcrican war,
and this country was bound in honor to respect the
clanse which had secured the rights of properly and
religion.to the inhabitapts.  Again, Lousiava wasac-
quired- divectly from France by purchase, subject to
the same condition. Florida was bought from Spain,

" within my own recollection. Texas, at a period
more recent still, and now, last of all, New Mexico,
and the golden vegions of California, have been ac-
quired by (reaty, and added to the national domain.
1n all these territories and states, the rights of pro-
perty. and religion have been guaranteed to the in-
habitants ; and now, at this late day, are the ancient,
or e¢ven the new, Catholic inhabitants of such towns
ay Kaskaskia, Vincennes, St. Louis, on the Wabash
aud Mississippi,—Natchez, Mobile, St. Augustine,
“Naow. Orleans in Louisiana, Santa Fe, in New Mex-
ico, or Sun Francisco, Santa Barbara, and Monte-
rey, in California,—in despite of treaties, (and the
best treaty of all, the American Constitution) to be
told that this is a Protestant country?—with the
soothing assurance, however, that they need not be
alurmed, that Protestantism is only another name for

"liberty of conscience and universal toleration, and
that of its bounty, and under its benign and exube-
rant benevoletice, they are and shall be permitted to
enjoy themselves, to owa and manage their property,
and to practise their religion, just the same as if they
were entitled to equality of rank as fellow-citizens !
Why, if I know any thing of the American charac-
ter, the enlightened portion of the Protestant nind
of this country would feel as indignant as' the Ca-
tholics themselves could feel, at the utterance of
such pretensions.  And  yet they are all included in
that oneunjust and unballowwed assunption that this
is a Protestant country, in which Catholies are per-
mitted to live by the gratuity of Protestant toleration.

Let us now go back to the period which preceded
the Revolution, whilst these States were asyet in the
coudition of  British Colonies. I need bardly recall
tn your recollection that of thie three primitive Colo-
nics, one, that of Maryland, was Catholic. That of
Virginid was (irst founded permanently in 1607, Mas-
sachusetts Colony in 1620, and that of Maryland in
1534 I will not speak of the other Colonies, because
I do not regard them as primitive, but only as inci-
dental oft-shoots, springing - up at a distance, and
oftentimes growing out of a local necessity for a
departure of some from the dwelling-place of their
lormer friends. 'The Virginiass; il I have not misun-
derstood: their character and history, were bigh-mind-
e, chivalrous,—disposed. to. cultivate, and realise
their ideal of English.gentlemen, even in the wilder-
ness. They were aristoeratic in their feelings, and
they could hardly. have been otlierwise.. They were
the favored sons of England on. these shores, as re-
gardedl both Church and State.. ;

Very different, in.many respects-were thé Pilgrim

~ Fathers of Plymouth. Both Colounies iveré: of the:

same national stock and -origin; but *the early inhabi-

tants o both had been ‘brought up under tlie mfluence’

of systems and associations'quite antagonistic o each

other, 1 am sorry- {o. soy; that. Catholics were ' not

favorites with either. They were: regarded by both.
with feelings, if I can use such’an. espression, of
intense dislike,~whilst neither the inhabitants of
Virgisia, nor those of Massachusetts, were, by any
means, over tolerant to exch other. 'The Puritans
were earnest men, This is not the place or time to
speak of their religious doctrines. But whether they
were safé guides in T'heology or not, that they were
sincere, I have no-doubt. Now next:to truth, in all
cases, sincerity has the first and strongest claim to
the respect and alinost veneration of the human mind.
Not only were they carnest and sincere, but there
was no double man among them. Whatever they
seemed to be, that they were, neither more nor less.
In the transcendentalism of some of their descendants,
in our day, the whole of the law and the prophets has
been reduced to the summary of a phrase, which
impties that each onc should “act out his nwn indi-
vidual inward Iife;” and this is the precise life of
which their pilzrim fathers had lefi them the practical
example. Among them, no man presented a quality
or plurality of outward phases, each purporting, ac-
cording to the exigencics of interested expediency, to
be the uniform type of his interior individaal fife.—
They had suffercd much from persecution. on account
of their religion, and they did not deemn it extravagani
to claim, in the wilderness at least, the privilege of
being united, and undisturbed in their worship by the
inronds of sectarians, and of doctrines at variance
with their own. 'L'hey lnd arvived amid the vigors of
winter ; they were welcomed only by ive, rocks, wild
forests, and the probable lostility of Indian” tribes.
The reception was cold, indeed ; but, in their minds,
not smore so than their expulsion from their native
land, for such they. considered it, had:Leen cruel.
The convictions of their conscience, on account of
wlich all this had been brought upon.them, and on
account of which they had rejoicingly submitted to
the hardships of their position, were sueh that their
very sufferings served but to render their religion
more and.more dear to them. 'LThey cherished their
relizion above all things; and, with a view to trans-
mit it unaltered to their posterity,they conceived that
they did others no wrong by excluding all other
creeds, and the votaries of themr from their owu
remote, quiet, and united community. They had no
objection that others should enjoy liberty of conscience.
but it was not to be in their Colony. "They judged
that those ofhers, if they wished liberty of conscience,
might imitate their exanple, and lind for themselves s
Plymouth rock in some other bay. IT any. preacher
of new doctrine rose among them, they did not decin
it either-unjust or opyressive to require that he should
{ind or found a congregation for himself somewhere
beyond their borders. Whoever would judge justly
and- impartially of their subsequent legislation in mat-
ters of religion, should, in my opinion, regard it from
this a priori point of view,

WNext to religion, they prised edueation. I their
lot had been caust in some pleasant place of the valley
of the Mississippi, they would have sown wheat, and
educated their children; But as it was, they edueated
their children and planted whatever might grow and
ripen on that seanty soil with which cipricious nature
had tricked off and disguised the granite beds beneath.
Other Colonies would have brought up some of the
people to the sehool ; they, if I ay be allowed'so to
express i, let down the school to ail the people, not
doubting but, by doing so, the people and the school
would rise of themselves. The consequence has.been
that ¢ducation has become, among their descendants;
a domestic inheritarce, transmitted carefully from one
generation to another. It has hecome one of the
characteristics of Mew England, and 2 nobler ore she
need not desire. Yer sons have gone forth to-every
portion of this widely extended and free empire; and
owing to their advantage of education they are gene-
rally sure to succeed, and often excel, in whatever
business or profession of life they adopt. Owing to
the same cause, the influence which they have exer-
cised over the general mind of the counlry, hus been
felt and acknowledged on every side. And if this is
due first to their common schools, and next to their
colleges,—and if they arc indebted for their common
schools to their Pilgrim.ancestars, it does them credit
that, with filial reverence, they keep from year to year
the annual celebration of their forefathers’ day. But
it never oceurred to the common schools that a tine
should arrive, when, under the plea of shuiting out
sectarvianisin, Christianity itself should be excluded
from popular education.

On the contravy, with their forefathers, the church
and the schoo! weére regardéd as mutnally necessary
to each other; and- not to be sepirated. Time, I
fear, will show that the systemn, the experiment of
divorcing, veligion from education, in the cominon
schools, will be attended with [ar less benefit Loth to
jrupils and:-te the country, than that the system which
was sanctioned by the colonists of Massachusetts,

If partiality: bas sownetimes porirayed the public
character, wlether of the primitive Virginians, or of
the Plymouth pilgrims, in colors brighter, that is
more glaring, than. truth, prejudice bas seldom failed
to follow aund supply the shading with a darker hue
than truth can warrant.

., And now of the other primilive colony, Catholic
Maryland,~what shall I say?: The portrait of the
Maryland colony bas also been taken by many arlists,
and the mutual resemblance of the copies is very
remarkable. "Lhe picture is not over brilliant, but it
is very fair. Its light is so little vxaggerated; that
prejudice itself has never ventured to profane the
canvas with a single tint of additional shading.—1T
wilt present to you as drawn by the impartial pen of
a'Protestant historian, a. native of New Eugland by
the by, of whose reputation she and “tlie whole coimtry
may well be proud—I mean the Hon. Géorge Ban-
eroft:  Of course, T -shull invite® your attention to
those features which show tliat'if* civil, but espécially
religious, liberty be a dedr and justly cheristved pri-

vilg‘ge q.E'tl‘u:: V'A_meri'crzin people; the palm of ;h_a;vi'ng'l

“béenthe first

to-preach and practice it is due]beyond
all controversy, to‘the Catholic colony of Maryland.
The history of the whole human race had furnished
them.with no previous example from which they could
copy, although Catholic Poland bad extended a
measure of toleration to certain Protestants of Ger-
many, which had. been denied them by, their own
brethren in their country. J o
" George Calvert, known as Tiord- Baltimore, was
the projector of the Catholic colony of Maryland,
afthough it way actually settled under the leadership
of his brother, Leonard.Calvert, “who,” says Ban-
erolt, « together with about two hundred people, most
ol thers: loman Catholic gentlemen and their ser-
vants, sailed for the Potamac early in 1634 ‘Their
landing is deseribed- as having taken place on the
27:h of March. On-the spot on which they Janded

and in their first humble village.of St. Mary’s, the |P

historian goes -on to state that—* there religious
liberty feund a home, its only home in the wide world.”

Representative govermnent svas indissolubly connected:

with the [undamental clarter, and it-was especially
provided, that the aulhority of the absolute proprie-
tary should.not extend to the life, frechold, or estate
of any emigrant. "The characler of Lord Bukimore
is deseribed by the bistorian in the following terms:

¢ Calvert. deserves to be rauked among the most
wise and benevolent lawgivers of allages.  He was
the tirst in the history of the Christian World to seek
for religions sceurity and peuce by the practice of
justice, and not by the exercise of puwerj; 1o plan the
estublishment of popular institutions with the enjoy-
ment of liberty of conscience; to advance the career
of civilisation by recoguising the rightful equality of
all Christiun sects. The asylum of Papists was the
spot, where, in a remote corner of the world, on the
banks of rivers which, as yet, had hardly been cx-
plored, the.mill forbearance of a proprietary adopted
relirions freadom as the basis of the slate,”

He goss on further to remark, that at that. peried
s every other conntry in the world bad persecuting
laws; < T will not,>—such was the oath {or-the Governor
of Maryland,—¢ [ will not, by myself or any other, di-
rectly or indirectly, molest any person professing to
believe ju Jesus Christ, for or in respect of religion !’
Under the mild institutions and munificence of Balti-
wiore, the dreary wilderness soon bloomed with the
swarming life and activity of prosperous settlements ;
the Roman Catholics, who were oppressed by thelaws
of England, were sure to find a peaceful asylum in
thee quiet harbor of the Chesapeake ; and there, tov,
Protestants were sheltered agamst Protestant intoler-
ance.*? -

The Coloninl Assembly incorporated thesame prin-
ciples in their acts and legislation. )

+¢ ¢ And whereas the enforcing of the conscience in
matters of relizton’—such wus the sublime tenor of
the statute—¢ hath frequently fallen out to be of dan-
gerous consequence in those commonwealths where
it has been practised, and for the more quiet and
peacelul government of this proviuce, and the betler
to preserve mutual love and amity amoug the inhabi-
tants, no person within this provinee, professing 1o
believe in Jesus Christ, shall be any ways troubled,
molested, o1 diseountenanced Jor his or her religion,
in the free exercise thereof.””  He adds ;—

¢ Maryland, at that day, was unsurpassed for hap-
piness and liberty, Conscience was without restraiut ;
a mild and liberal proprietary couceded every measure
which the welfare of the colony required ; domestic
uuiou, a happy concert between all the branches of
government, an increasing emigration, a productive
cominerce, 2 fertile soil, which Heaven had richly
tavored with rivers and deep bays, united to perfeet
the scene and colonial felicity and contentment. Ever
inteut on advancing the iuterests of his eolony, Lord
Baltimore iuvited the Puritans of Massachusetts to
emigrate to Maryland, offering themn lands and privi-
leges, ¢ and tree liberty of religion 3’ but Gibbons, to
whom e had forwarded w commission, was ¢ so wholly
tutored in the New England discipline,” that he would
not advance the wishes of the Irish peer; and the
people,who subseguently refosed Janraicaand Irelaud,
were not now tempted to desert the bay of Massacha-
setta fur the Chesapeak.” He continues :— .

¢ But the design of the law of Maryland was un-
doubtedly to protect freedom of conscience ; and some
years after it had been counfirmed, the apolagist of
Lord Baltimote eould assert, thal his government, in
coafurmity with his strict and repeated Jujanctions, had

. never given disturbance e any personin Maryland for

matter of religion ; that the colonists enjoyed freedom
of conscience, not less than freedom. of person and
esfate, as amply as ever any people in any place of
the world. T\xe disfranchised Brieuds of prelacy from
- Massachusetts, and the Puoritaus froim Virginia, were
welcomed to equal liberty of cousciente and political
rights iu the Roman Catholic proviuce of Maryland.”

By all this it would. seem that the provision of the
Federal Constitution, securing universal freedom of
religion, corresponds, or might be regarded as having
been almost literally copied from the provision of the
charter and statnies of the .Catholic Culony of Masy-

" land, proclaimed and acted upon by them one huudred

and forty years before the war of independence.
Hence, I submit that the Cutholics of the Unitad
States, not only by. what has occurred since, bat by
their presence and their prineiples, and their practice,
from the earliest colonial times, are entitled iu their
own right to a full participation of all the privileges,
whether civil or religivus, which have been acquired
by this conntry in the progress of her history. I have
'seent it.stated in writing, that it may even occur to
some one in this asserably, that the Catholics had no
merit-in this, inasmuch as they were tvo weak aud too
much afraid 10 bave acted otherwise. * Such an obser-
valiou is more damaging to the character of tlie other
two Protestant Colonies than to that of Marytand. For
if Protestantism be thal liberal, generous, and tolerant
system which we hear so much of, why should the
Catholics of Maryland have been afrail of their
neighbors?- The objection is severe, almost sarcastic,
in relation 10 Protestantism. Butil it be said that the
Colony of Maryland was weak, as compured - with
either of the others;—{ will let that. pass, with. the
observalion, that-if nohighiér motive can be.aseribed
for their proclaiming -freedom . of conscierics, then I,
for one, do not regret their wealkness ;- for,: perlidps, if:
they hail been strong, they. might have been tempted
to emulate and  imitate the example,ot- their colonial:
neighbors. . o e

It bas been remarked by a modern writer, that for
the last three hundred years, what is eonimonly called .
history would geem. to be a conspiraéy against truth.,

: : which is highly exapen o=
is, that amidst_ao many relig;;)ssf“?;l:glefl?flﬁe-'am‘.{’
4|ab]e‘to.bc~bxassgd_by the prejudices of )'Du?l?n i
1qﬂuence of assoclations, and partialities in ',1he
his own sect amd creed.  1f there be any tn'nha'wr of
rc_amm-k, and 1 l_hmk there is gome, it cannot b 0 tbe.
rale, when a historian writes fierce] Y #gainst :zha oy
fessors.of an oppesite ereed, or in favor of thnse o
belonz 1o his own, to- receive lis statements " orho
gospel, but-for what they-are worth. Byt when nolt iy
torian virites favorably. of those professing an ¢ o
religion 1o his own, then his statements are thel:ail!'
mony which is exhoited by, or voluntarily oﬂeree iu.
the majesty of truth.  As 1o prejudice or p‘trti"i‘ o
Mr. Bancroft 1s admitted by all'to be above sus n'h'“y'
still he is a Protestant, and ou this aceouny 1 "L;_mun:
that you should hear his lestimony in re":!rd f,"'f,d
i(_)m:hohc Colony.of:Maryland, ‘expressed in hmgul :
ﬂilo ;_r'zore classical and - elegant than any I eould -
Far be it from me to diminish, b i

merit that is claimed for Rhode _Isl:;ud,yP:?\?\g‘I:’a by
atd, perhaps, other States, on the score of} hm:!m’
procluimed religious freedom ; but the Cnlholicsmf
Maryland, by priority of time, have borne awg mo
prize, and it is but justice 1o say, ¥t

The ground of his remark

——*“ferat, qui merait, painam.»

. Bat it was not in Maryland alone that the Catholie
in the carly history of the Colunies, wayve mmtul;
their devotedness to the prineiple of cii‘ila:m(‘l rlu!i-r' -
liberty. _'l‘hcl' State archives of New York furniulitllgl;:I
timonies in this respect, not Jess s than s
of Marsiand. pect, less honorable than 1hesg
In 1609 the North River kissed, for the first time
the prow of a European vessel ; and the walluy bark
acknowledged, «s the way of ships is, Ihe";m“uclim;uw

weleome, tn the deep furrows which she plovehied y
for the first time alse, on the tranguil surfuct- of l'm’
beautiful river. But these soon disappeared. FOI:il
is the proparty of water, whether by river, or |
sea, or ocean,—as if imended to be a naturyl syrubul
of true charity and true friendship among men,—10
render the appropriate service to these whd:requi;e it
awd then generously blot out every record and m:-.mon:
of the fuvor conlesred,  'The captain of that ship, the
name of which I forget, was an Euglishwan in’lim
service of the Duteh goversment.  His own xlaame I

need-hardly tell you, was Henry Fludson, !
_From this beginuing resulted, at a tater periad of our
history, Fort Manhattan, next New Amsterlam apd
the Provinee of Noew Netherlands ;3 now, however the
City and State of New York. The Colany of New
Amslerdam and New Netherlunds had been in eyisi-
ence, under the sway of a Protestant government, fron
that time till 16835 and us yet, strange dy it may sound
in the ears of my.auditory, not a siugle ray of ¥berty,
us we mnderstand it, had dawned on the inhabitants of
New Netherlands, This is queer, if as is sometimes
assumed, all [iberty must necessarily come from Pro-
testintistst.  1f s0, why had the Protestant government
of Hollsud left its Protestant subjects here o looy Jes-
titute of what we now call tleir civil and religious

ake, o

rights ?

The English took pinssession of the province in 1664,
—aud the territory extending from the banks of the
Conunecticul to those of the Delawars, was gramed by
thles the Second 1o his brother James, Dike of
York and AMbany.  1n 1673, the authority of Hollund
was once more lemporarily established 3 but ar the
close of the war in the following year, the provinee
was finally restored to Enprlawd.” "The Duke o York
took out a new ?alent. He was o Catholie, and al-
thongh the sehool books say he was a tyrant, aiill it i
a fact of history, that to him the inhabitants of New
Netherlands, whether Dutch or Euglish were indebted
for their first posdession and exercise of civi wud reli-
gious liberty.

¢ The Duke of York,” says the historian whon [
have already so often quoted, ¢ was at the samo time
solicited by those about him tosel]l the territory. He
demanded the advice of vne who always advised
honestly ;5 and no sconer had the father of Pennsylva-
uin, after a visit ut New York, tranamitted an aceeout
of the relorms which the province required, than
without delay, Thomas Dongan, a Papist, came over
a8 governar, with instructions to convoke o free legidls-
fure.

s At last,” Banorolt gees on to say, “afler long
effort, on the seventeenth day of October, 1683, about
seventy years after Manhattan was first oceupied,
about thirty years atter the demand of the popular cot-
veution by the Dulch, the representatives of the people
met in assembly, and their self-established ¢ cuawres
or LiBerTIES® gave New York a place by the side of
Virginia and Masszchusetts,”

«¢ Supreme legislative power’—such was its decla-
ratioi—s¢ shall for ever be and reside in the govemot,
council and people, met in general assembly. lvery
freeholler and }ruemnn shall vote for reprasentalion
without restraint.  No freeman shall suffer but by
judgment of his peers; and all trials shall be by a jur¥
of twelve men. No tax shall be assessed, on any
pretence whatever, but by the consent of the agsembly.
No geaman or soldier shall be quartered on the inhab-
itants against their will. No mastial Jaw shall exist
No rersou, professing fuith in God by Jesus Chrish,
shall at auy time be any ways disquieted or question-
ed for any difference of opinion.’ ? .

I know not how it has happened that, in freating
this subject, { hal hardly launched my slender skidi
wlhen I Tound it heading up stream, instead of gliding
gently down the current of historical events, Bt now
T havdly regret its caprice. I commenced with the
floating of our flag from the battlements of Mexico,—
that is; I began at the end, aud, no doubt, it will te
regarded as altogether in keeping, that should endat
the beginninz. But the events are the same, no mat-
ter under which order of chronolngy they are consides-
ed. That little skiff, if I uray be allowed lo exied
the figure for' a moment, has stemmed the flow of &
certain prejudice which calls itself history, has 0‘:‘?]”
come successfully even the rapids of the adverse tidden
—and now having reached, or approximated, the e
quil waters of ‘carlier times,. I can gunle its ouwarn
courso, with gentle and recreative labor, to the verY
well-springs of American history. . :

Having glanced at the period subsequent 10 ‘h?
adoption of our Federal Constitution—al me_cnrc_ur'ﬂ‘
stancos of. its, formation—at those of the .:'&marxc::nu_\*g‘c
of independence, which had [’)receded——at'thp.fe ofl
enrlier Colonies, especially of the three primitive onet:
Virginia, Massachusetts ‘and - Maryland—T “°‘?laﬂ
proach: a period --anterior to-the CoIomes,:_thompe ved,
namely, the peviol of discoveries. ln this perio -_-a'"’
or nearly all, is .Catholic.... From. the first diecove it
of.the country in 1492, until the date of the seltleme

of the firét pprmanént .Colony at J ntﬁ?st:DWtf’ Firginits




