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MR. RUSSELL AND THE
UNIVERSITY PROJECT.
l Sm——

Mr. T. W. Russell, M.P., who is not
only a Protestant but a member of
'the,Sa.lisbufy Government, made n ve-
tné.rka’bly strong plea, at the Union
Ciub, London, annual banquet, the
obher night, in favor of the establish-
ment and endowment of a Cutholic
University in Ireland. Mr. Russell has
always held broad and sourd views
on the Irish land question. But no-
body cxpected 1that he held the opini-
onsonthe CatholicUniversity question
avhich he has so fearlessly expressed.
Wlew extractsirom his speechwill best
convey an idea of its trend and pur-
port. "‘Why,” he asked, “‘do we pep-
Bist in forcing upon Irish Catholics o
gystem of higher cdueation which
they cannot avail themselves of with- |
out coming into collison with the
Catholic Church? o we desire Catho- ['
lics to receive the benefits of higher
education or do we not? We, first of
all, denied them education of any
kind. It is long since we repented for
that folly. Then we established the
Queen's  College to  avowedly meet
their case. They told us frankly that
our remedy was worse than the di-
scase we proposed to cure, and they
have consistently refused to sanction
these institutions —excellent from
the cducational standpoint as they
doubtless are. Then we opened the
‘University of Dublin and ‘rinity Col-
lege. And they still stand out. Does
enybody believe that had the condi-
tions been reversed our action would
have been the same? If the I'rotest-
ants of Ireland had heen three-fourths
of the population ofIreland insteadof
one-fourth—if the University of Dub-
lin had been manned by Jesuits— if
every, officer from the porier at the
gate to the Provost in his chair had
been a Papist, if the Protestant serv-
#e had been proscribed and Mass had
been daily said in the chapel, if the
Roman Catholic theological faculty
had been in College Green instead of
at Maynooth, if the whole place had
bveen shaped in Catholic tradition,
awvhat would the Irish Protestants |
have done? We all know what would
have been said and done. No Protest-
ant parent would have been compell-
ed to send his son to such a place. )
Tducational f{acilities, suited to the
¥rotestants’ convictions of themajor-
ity, would have been promptly af-
forded.Why,let meask,do wenot treat
Catholics as we assuredly would have
treated Protestants had the condi-
tions been reversed? Can any one give
me an answer Lhat does not drive us
back upon that old hatred of Roman-
ism which has always been so strong
a feature in the English character.”’

I maintain that the Irish Catholic
having proved his unwillingness Lo
accept our present system of higher
education in Treland, and, asking as
he does for another, we ought to see
ebove and beyond everything else
that he is educated. We ought to sce
that these bright clever lads who are
running Protestants hard at every
Primary and Intermediate examina-
tion, have a free course to the Univ-
ersity: we ought to see that no gues-
tion of conscience bars the -way
to the fullest renlization of that pro-
mise which they are, I rejoice to say,
“iving every day.”

“Was Trinity College endowed in

569 72,

- “erThat famous seat' of learning _de-.
lves its entire income, apart, of

i
i
1
i

of lands that were once Catholic
lands. I mention this not that I ap-
prove of, or am ir the least inclined
to countenance, any attack upon
Trinity College. Many of my co-~ re-
ligionists, however, in Ireland are
not friemdly to it as it stands. I am
against anything that would mar its
usefulness. But if T were o Catholic,
and knew tihat this splendid institu-
tion was endowed out of money that
belonged to my Catholic ancestors,
and that the Parliament of to-day
declined to endow a university wlhich
I could accept, because I was a Cath-
olic, I should feel unutterable things.
It would not tend to make me think
better of English  government, in Ire-
land.”’

BIr. Russell’s statement that many
of his ce-religionists are opposed 1o
Trinity College as it stands is signifi-
cant to those who understand the
position of religious affairs in Ire-
land. It is a threat, and and a pretty
plain one, that Irish Presbyterians —
Mr. Russell is one of them und conse-
quently entitled to speak for them—
may one of these days join the Irish
Catholics in demanding that both
shall have their share of the land re-
venues of Trinity College, or that all
ofi these revenues shall be applied to
the educational interests of the whole
people of Ireland.

Mr. Russell's help, coming as it
does,from a staunch Protestant and
an equally staunch Unionist, is valu-
able help indeed,

IRISH AND NEGROES,

The New York Sun has a column of
questions and answers of which the
following is a sample :—

1. Which of the two races or class-

es of people, nnmely, the Jrish and
the negroes has bheen persecuted (ie
more and has been the victim of the

more critel and unjust treatment? .
Is it true, as stated by several writ-
ers, that among the legal modes of
punishing negro slaves in the West
Indies and in some of the United
States during the early days were
burning, starvation and crucifixion?
F.E S.

1. The negro; the injustice to the
Irish is confined Lo Ireland. 2. We
think starvation and burning may
have been legal in Jamaica, but not
in any of the United States.

As to the second question the ons-
wer is a safe, if inexact one; the Sun
only *‘thinks,’’ according to the re-
ply; while the Sun knows that neith-
er starvation, burning, nor crucifixion
have ever been legal in Jamaica, any
more than in the United States. The
fact is that in the days of the “Sal-
em Witches'’ there was meore burning
and torturing done—not 1o negrues,
but to white people, in AMassachus-
etts, than ever cursed the reign of
the most inhuman Roman emperor.

As to the first question it is perlect-
1y absurd—for therec can exist -no
comparison between the Irish and
the negroes—and ihe answer is ab-
solutely false, The persecution of the
Irish being confined to Ireland docs
not change the situation. The whole
race was persecuted for centuries in
a most sysliematic manner. The same
cannot be said of the negroes. ‘Lhe
sections of that less favored race

that met with cruelty at the hands '
said

of civilized white men, may be
to have belonged entirely to the Gn-
{ited States. Then there is persecution
a,n_d persecu_tion. ' The negroes may
have been subjected to very inhuman

treatment by their masters and their
conquerors, but it was always of a
physical and consequently less terri-
bie kind. They have necver risen
any degree of civilization, or of re-
finement, and consequently could not
have been injured by being veduced
to a state of slavery and ignorance,
On the other hand the persecurion
suffered by the Irish race did not
stop short at torture, exile, imprison-
ment, death—in the most brutal of
forms that it can assume. They were
robbed of the higher gifts that con-
stitute the greatest happiness of a
people; they were driven from posi-
tions that created the envy of thajr
less competent and less refined enem-
ies.

The Irish had learning, art, music,
science, and a high grade of civiliza-
tion, when the ancestors of their par-
secutors were painted savages in the
woods of Britain. They were educat-
ed, sensitive, high-strung, noble; and
their persecution consisted in part,
in being reduced to ignorance, in hav-
ing their finest feelings outraged.' in
being subjected to ordeals of mental
as well as physical torture, the }ike
of which are not to be found in the
annals of the world. Political ostrac-
ism might be considered as a more
severe blow in the case of the Irish
than wholesale slavery ever was in
the case of the negro. Moreover, the
persecution of the Irish lasted, with-
olut one moment’s pause, for long cen-
turies — and it pursued the children
of their race into the very lands of
their exile; it assumed every form
that the perverted ingenuity of man
could invent; the axe, the sword, the
cannon, the bayonet, the stake, the
scafliold; it came in the shape of fa-
mine, disease, chains, exile, and mur-
der; it was accompanied by treach-
ery, treason, betrayal, spoliation, vi-
olation, defamation, and high-han-imi
damnation— for such was the blas-
phemy of its every condemnation; 1t
preyed like an evil-working condor—
upon the heart, the brain, the limbs,
the soul, the tenderest ties, th« most
sacred feelings, the holiest cravings
of the race. In presence of that dread
phantom of Irish persecution the gu-
nus of misery that stalked over PPol-
and, and the monster of inhumanicy
that haunted the track of the gre.u,
Tartar tribe, as it fled across the
Rugsian steppes, both pale in  ihe
compaerisen, and even become trans-
formed into spirits of beneficence,
The mnere suggestion of the question
is an insult to the Irish race, and a
striking evidence of the ignorance of
the questioner and of the unmitigaten
prejudice of the one who makes ans-
wer,

EX-GOVERNOR FLOWER'S
DEATH.

Apart from the public interest that
must always be aroused more or less.
when o  prominent 1man dies, the
death of ex-Gavernor Flower, of New
York, is remarkable for two pecuiiar
reasons. Had he never been a leading
and successful politician, had he ncv-
er been governor of his own State,
hadhe never lived for Yearsbefore the
eye of the public, still the cause uf
his death, and the immediate results
thereof, as far as the money market
is concerned would suffice to attract
a very general attention. Referring to
the principal, if not the only, cause
of his very unexpected demise the
Xew York Herald says:—

“The death of ex-Gov. Flower of an
acute attack of indigestion ecaused
much comment among medicel men.
In olden days many men dying sui-
denly were put down as the victim of
heart disease, and it was not until re-
cent years that physicians appreciat-
ed the fact that such deaths might
have been avoided by o proper ob-
servation of dietic principles.

Just before the attack that led 1o
death in the case of Mr. Flower he
had eaten heartily of ham and rad-
ishes. Soon afterward he complained
of a severe attack of indigestion,with
pains about the henrt. The heart ac-
tion became weaker and weaker, and
did not respond to the exhibition of
stimulants.

The facts in Mr. Flower's case were
presented to Dr. Carleton Simon, of
No. 114 Last Fifty-sixth street. After
careful consideration Dr. Simon said:
“A man with any predisposition to
heart disease should carciully avoid
all foods that produce in their diges-
tion great fermentativechanges. There
is no doubt that by the overproduc-
tion of gas during the operation of
digesting the vagus or nerve of the
heart js influenced, and thus is prod-
uced that functionnl disturbance. of
that organ.’”

Turning from the peculiar manner
in which this prominent citizen was
snatched away in the full current of
active life, -we are none the less im-
pressed with the results that immedi-
ately followed the event.

One organ, speaking editoriaily on
the subject, says :—

“The sudden death of any man so
largely interested as Mr. Flower was
in stocks always causes some tempor-
ary decline of prices in Wall gtrest.

- There is _alwa.ys the prospect that ofi-

10

er the death of such a man a large
part of his holdings will be thrown
on the market.

“But in Mr. ‘®lower’s case the de-
cline was.phénomenally heavy. Brook-
lyn Rapid-Transit shares, for exain-
ple, fell 18 per cent., and some other
Flower stocks suffered even worse.

*That is to say, the death of this
one man for a time reduced the mar-
ket value of the Brooklyn Rapid-
Transit lines by no less than $8,100,-
000. There +vas a partial recovery,
but even at the end of the day the de-
cline in this one stock represented abh-
out five and a half millions.

““The fact is first of all a tribute to
the power of Mr. Flower’'s personali-
ty. It means that in the judgment of
investors and speculators his person-
al ability and influence in the con-
duct of the business of that company
were worth from five to eight wil-
lions to its stockholders.’’

Now, in all this comment, of one
class or the other, we fail to mark
two things, the absence of which
most startle the Catholic mind. WNo
matter swvhat might be the immediate
cause of death—mno matter how sud-
den—the first question we are inclin-
ed to ask ourselves is whether it was
a prepared death or not. That is the
all important point for the one ar-
ound whose ashes so much interest
centres. If prepared, it matters little
how sudden the death; if not prepar-
ed, the causes that resulted in death
are of very, little moment to the one
whose loss is lamented. The second
thought that flashes across the mind

might be thus expressed: what dif-
ference does it make to him how
stocks might rise or {fall in :onse-

ome

quence of his death? There are
very serious lessons to be drawn from
such a closing to such a career of

success.

THE JOINT COMMISSION,

There has been a great deal of com-~
ment, and even oriticism abroad,
since the recent adjournment of the
Joint Commission, at Washington.
Some have held—but on what ground
we 1gnore — that the Commission
would never sit again; that {heir
trump card had been played by the
representatives of Canada, and that
the pame was called before it could
be learned whether or not it was des-
tined to go on. We wpuld be very sor-
ry to learn that, after all the time
spent and money used up, there was
t0 be no practical results {rom the
movement. Consequently, it was with
no small degree of pleasure we read
the statement made by Senater Fair-
banks, at Detroit, a couple of days
ago. Referring to this matter he
said :—

‘*There is no truth at all
widely-circulated report that the cow-
mission has been abandoned. The
committee had anticipated some such
report, and when it adjourned, made
the declaration expressly intended to
refute any allegation that it wonld
not meet again. The work of the com-
mission stands exactly where it did,
he declares, and will be resumed at
that point August second, at Quebec.
Senator Tairbanks will sail for Al-
aska, June 10th, for the sole purposec
of making a personal examination of
the boundary in order to deal with
the settlement of that question be-
fore the commission.”

While we cannot reasonably expect
that any of the Canadian members of
that Commission should make pubiic
any of its transactions, yet we think
that were there to be no future meet-
ing of the Joint-Commission, a siate-
ment to that effect would have been
made in the House of Commons. It
is not at all probable that the Prem-
jer would allow such an important
event to go past without even o few
comments. DBut, having so far re-
frained from making any declaration
in the matter, Sir Wilirid Laurier has
played the part of a real statesman,
and has silently corrohorated the fact
that the next meeting will be held in
Quebec in August.

in the

General Communion For St.
Ann's Young Men.

To-morrow, at eight o'clock a.m.,
will take place the general Comnnni-
on of the S¢. Ann's Young Men's So-
ciety, wwhich is held three times a
year. A special service will 2 given
in the evening at 7.30 for the young
men, who with their band and ithe St,
Ann’s Cadets will proceed from Lheir
hall to the Church. Rev. Tather
Strubbe will preach the sermon. The
intention of the general Commuanion
in the morning will be for the repose
of the soul of the late I'ather Ca-
tulle,

Text Book on English Literature.

In a recent number of Donahoe’s
Magazine, the writer of an article on
the question of ‘‘Have we an Ameri-
can literature” sayd in a note that
Brother Noah's text book on English

literature is the best yet publishad by |

& Catholic. Brother Noah died aut
Manhattan College, New York, two

vears ago. He was ‘2 native.of Mont-
real, and-a meinber of the Order
Christian Brothers.

of

NOTE AND

COMMENT.

THE ONLY RELIGICTUS DAILY—
Our friend the ‘‘Daily Witness’' seems
to be somewhat tickled over the fact

that ‘“The Westminster Gazette “ has |

referred to it in the [ollowing terms :

‘It has been lately suggested in
some quarters that a religious daily
paper should be.started in London.
It may not be generally known that
Canada already lays claim to what is
believed to be the only religious daily
paper in the world. The “‘Montreal
Daily Witness'® has been in existence
more than thirty years, and in its
pages no advertisements have ever
been inserted of theatres, public hous-~
es, or tobacco manufacturers, nor is
general printing accepted from these
trades. There is no Sunday edition.
The price of the ‘Witness’ is a hali-
penny, and it consists of twelve to
fourteen pages, the Saturday issue
having sometimes thirty-two pages.”

While the ‘“‘Witness’’ may be the on-
1y daily paper which exhibits its re-
ligious tendencies in the negative
manner above described, as well as in
the positive manner of upholding all
species of religions—save the Roman
Catholic one— we must say that it is
not the only paper which
from advertising public houses and
similar worldly establishments. How-
ever it seems to us that the declining
an advertisement from a manufactur-
er of tobacco is not a very strong ev-
idence of practical religion; nor do we
think it the mission of a religious or-
gan to avoid any references to thea-
tres. It would be much better to
strive for the improvement and ele-
vation of the stage than to vainly at-
tempt to check the theatre by keep-
ing eternally silentregarding it. How-
ever, we are pleased that Canada has
the distinction of possessing ‘‘the
only religious daily;"’ at one time
this city had the privilege of possess-
ing the only Irish-Catholic daily in
the world. We have a few things in
this Dominion that the rest of the

world have not.

————

ON MAKING WILLS.—An Ottawa
paper gives the following account of
a curious will, and of a still more
peculiar outcome of the same :—

<In the case of O'Hare vs. O'Hara,
Alr. Andrew Hayden moved to set as-
ide the will of the late Martin O'Ha-
ra of Fitzroy.

“Five years ago the late Martin
0'Hara. made a will leaving his pro-
perty to Martin O’Hara, jr., on con-
dition that he lived at home and sup-
ported his parents. Shortly after-
wards the old man quarrelled 1ith
his son and drove him from home,
but did not change his will.

“The motion this morning
made in behalf of James O’'Hara, who
claimed that his brother Martin had
not {ulfilled the conditions of the
will. Mr. W. J. Code, f{for defendant,
argued that the legatec was prevent-
ed from living at home by the action
of his father. The motion was dis-
missed with costs to the defendant
in any event.”

was

The plain fact of the matter is this:

"The father made a will in favor of his
son, on condition of the son living at
home, and then rendered the condi-
tion impossible by so treating his
son that he could notremain at home.
This is but one of a thousand instan-
ces that go to illustrate how careful
people should be regarding the mat-
ter of will making, and how unsafe
it is to impose counditions upon the
legatees. We do not mean that there
should be no conditions in a will; but
we do assert that there are too many
wills made in which unnecessary, un-
reasonable, injurious and often fatal
conditions are embodied.

Above all amongst the members of
the older generation there is a wide-
spread tendency to make wills in such
a manner that law suits, family
quarrels, eternal enmities are the re-
sults of them. There is such a thing
&s injuring a person with kinduess;
there are hundreds of cases in which
the best intention existed, but the
manner in which that intention was
sought to be carried out, only coun-
teracted its own object. It would he
exceedingly wise for all fathers of
families who have some property or
money to leave to their children, wi-
dows, or relatives, to consult some
experienced business man in regard Lo

the form of their wills. And should a

man desire to write his own will, and
have an objection to consulting any-
one, then let him make it as brief
and clear as possible, and to do his
utmost to aveid all unnecessary con-
ditions. By so doing he may be con-

refrains !

ferring an inestimable boon upon
those to whom he wishes to bene-
fit. :

IMMIGRANTS COMING TO CANA-
-DA~—Often immigrants coming to
Canade are not absolutely without
‘means; and it frequently occurs that
' young men, finding themselves in g
" strange city, or new country, ang
" having a little cash and nothing spec-
ial to do, are led into great danger
by the temptation of enjoying them-
selves and having o few more drinks
than are absolutely good for them. A
case in point is told in the ‘‘Witness’*
of last Friday :(—
| “To-day Constable Medill, of the
jWindsor Street station, performed g
good act in looking to the safety of
a young Scotchman, evidently well-
to-do, who, +while waiting for his
| train, drank too freely, with the re-
. sult that he did not know where he
was going or what he was doing. He
,wore a diamond ring and had a large
amount of money on his person, to
judge by the display he made of the
latter. Moreover, he was watched by,
several unsavory characters, who
would have been only to ready to rob
him if opportunity offered. The con-
stable took him to a hotel, searched
his person, and found nearly {four
hundred dollars, a gold watch and a
diamond ring. These were given in
charre of the proprietor, a receipt be-
ing taken for each article, and the
young fellow was put to bed. He will
be thankful for the solicitude expres-
ed in his behalf when he is ready to
resume his journey to-morrow, for, of
course, he missed the train to-day
upon which with friends, he intended
to proceed to the North-West.”

The action of the constable in thig
instance was decidedly praiseworthy.
We are not in a position to judge of
the circumstances, accidental or
otherwise, which led to the young
man’'s mistake; but certainly he re-
ceived a lesson which may serve him
in good stead for the remainder of
his life, while he had the very best
proof that he had come to a country
where Christian charity is no strang-
er and where the hand of authority; is
raised as often to protect as it is to
punish those who err.

IRELAND'S SELF-GOVERNMENT
— We read so much in the anti-Irish
press about the incapacity of the Ir-
ish to govern themselves, and we
know so well how very slight has ev-
er been their opportunity ut home to
exhibit the t(rue native spirit and
character of the race, that it is re~
freshing to find an impartial testi-
mony to their fitness for seli-govern-
ment coming from one of the leust-to-
be-expected sources. It was only the
other day that the press of Great
Britain expressed its general surprise
—if not its pleasure—at the calm
and business-like manner in  which
the recent elections—under the Moun-
ity Councils Act—were held in Ire-
land. Now we have a correspondent
of the L.ondon “'Daily News,'" in re-
'porting the opening of the new coun-
ty covngils in Ireland, writing in this
strain —

‘“Striking as are the changes accom-
plished by the new act, still aore
striking is the spirit of quict, orderly
self-respecting reserve with which it
has been carried into effect. Ior close
on a decade the Nationalists of Tre-
land have been rent in twain by a
painful internecine conflict. In the
proceedings of the first couneil
meetings there was not even the fain-
test suggestion of unhealthy conilict.
Differences there were, as there al-
ways musl he, amongst intelligent
men, but not a single ugly ircident
occurred to mar the harmouny of tie
various meetings. That the ypeople
should have so suddenly risen to the
demands of a new situation, requir-
ing tact, digcretion, and judement,
especially under the present circum-
stances in Ireland, conveys in itself a
moral that needs no labored argu-
ment. Faction and feud are pussing
away, sang a poet of the Young Ire-
land period. It would seem us if his
dream had been accomplished.™

This is certainlypleasant reading for
every sincere friend of the Trish cause,
and we feel conlident that the state-
ments made must be very cexact, nth-
erwise they would not receive 1nuch
encduragement at the hands of nn or-
- gan like the “Daily News.” My de-
grees g light is breaking through the
clouds that for centuries overhung
i the Irish race, and that effulgence res-
' embles somewhat the herald days of
' an approaching ‘“‘Sunburst.”

CATHOLICO SAILORS' OLUB.

The regular weekly concert of the
Catholic Saijlors’ Club, held on Wed-
nesday evening, at the club rooms
was a great success, the large hall be-
ing crowded to its utmost capacity.

The Irish pipes played by Mesglrs'. Jas.
Touhey and L. P. O'Brien took _the
house by storm. The fdllowing ladies

* and gentlemen rendered their services
to make the evening a success:—
Madame Durand, Miss Tootsie Dur-
and, Miss Marrow, Miss Ino Read,
Messrs, TFord, Gummersal, Morg_a.n,
Lancashire, Gilvray, Set, Wilson,
Rininberg, Gasgoine, Taylor, and J.
Spoftarth. Mr. T. Grant, presided at
the piano, and Mr. P. Wright acted as
chairman. ) ’




