338 . v

+ GRI

AN INDEPENDENT JOURNAL OF HUMOR AND
CARICATURE,

PUBLISHED EVERY SATURDAY -

Grip Printing and Publishing Co.
26 and 28 Front Strect West, Toronto, Ont.

], V. WRiGHT.
T. G. WiLsoN,

President - - . - -
Manager - . -

gams to Mubscribers,
PAYABLE STRICTLY IN ADVANCE,
To United States and To Great Britain and
Canada, Ireland.
One year, $2.00; six months - $1.00

One year 8250

Remittances on account % subscriptions are acknowledged by change in the
date of the printed address-iabel.

o remitting stamps, please send two-cent stamps only.

Messrs. Joun Happon & Co., Advertising Contractors, Fleet St. London,
Bng., are the sole agents for GRip in Great Britain,

NOTICE

As many people, either thoughtlessly or carelessly, take papers from the
Post Office regularly for some time, and then notify the publishcrs that they
do not wish to take them, thus subjecting the publishers to considerable loss,
inasmuch as the gnpcrs are sent regularly to the addresses in good faith on
the supposition that those removing them from the Post Office wish to receive
them regularly, it is right that we should staie what is the LAW in the
matter. e

1. Any person who regularly removes from the Post Office a periodical
publication addresscd to him, by so doing makes himself in law a subscriber
to the paper, and is responsible to the publisk for its price until such time
as all arrears are paid. )

2. Refusing to take the paper from the Post Office, or requesting the Post-
master to return it, or notifying the publishers to discontinue sending it, docs

- not stop the liability of the person who has been regularly receiving it, but .

this liability continues until all arrears are paid.
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THE McGREEVY Cy-
CLONE, — A disagree-
ment amongst the
*French - Canadian fol-
Elowers of the Conserva-
tive banner has led to
<uthe partial exposure of
a scandal which appears
to be of an extensive
and serious character.

g a3 Mr. Tarte, editor of
Le Canadien, is the child of Destiny to whose trenchant pen has
been committed the task of emblazoning the disagreeable matter to
an interested world, and he appears to be in possession of enough
information of an appatently authentic sort to make a very thrilling
story. So far as we can gather from what has already appeared in
Le Canadien, the charge 1s that Mr. Thos. McGreevy, a member of
the Dominion Parliament, has been guilty of trafficking in Cabinet
secrets, with the connivance of Sir Hector Langevin, head of the
Department of Public Works. To particularize, he has been per-
mitted to obtain figures and other details from tenders sent in to the
Department by pu%\lic contractors, and these valuable picces of infor-
mation he has sold to a favored firm, Larkin, Connolly & Co., for
good round sums, which have gone partly into his private pocket and
partly into the Conservative election fund. The circumstantial state-
ment made by Mr. Tarte, strengthened by the highly spiced corres.
pondence which he has spread upon the docket, present a strong
prima facie case, and unless the eminent persons implicated wish to
be understood as pleading guilty, there is nothing for it. but a_thor-
ough investigation by a Parliamentary Committee when the Ifouse
meets. It is openly alleged in Opposition quarters that it is Sir
John’s exceeding anxicty to avoid the coming exposure of his col-
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‘léag\ie and sﬁ'}f)porter——and incldentﬁll); of his Government—that has

determined him to hrinF' on the general election in January, The
scandal is not a particularly new one. The cloud has in fact been
above the horizon for a couple 6f years. It is only now that it hag
assumed the portentious shape of a cyclone, and scems to be bearing
down with fatal sweep upon the Government.

SENSATIONAL.—There are other reasons than the one above
alluded to which would make it prudent for the Government
to spring the general election early in the New Year, although as
yet there is no whisper of such an initention outside of the columns of
Opposition papers, whose special business it is to keep the Reform
party in a state of wholesome alacrity. For example, there is the
great trade question.  Since the passage of the McKinley Bill, and
especially since the emphatic repudiation of that measure by the peo-
ple of the United States, this is morc of an issue than ever. The
Government may well dread the consequences of delay on this ques.
tion, for the campaign of education is going on here almost as bnskly
as across the line, which means that the scttled policy of the Admin-
istration—the N.P.—is bound to grow in unpopularity. Another
powerful argument in favor of an early appeal to the country is Sir
John’s naturally increasing infirmity. ~ At the present moment he has
vigor enough to give his party the full benefit of his ability as a
lcader, but there is no knowing how long that" happy condition of
thinfs may last. If the sincere wishes of friend and l]oc alike could
avail, he would never be less *‘ fit ’ than now, but nature’s mandate
must take precedence of all else. Taking these and other considera.
tions which might be mentioned into account, it is by no means
impossible that the general clection #s at our door, notwithstanding
the Sphinx-like silence of the Empire and other organs.

OR the information of those who do
not know—and we have discovered
that there are some of our esteemed
readers who have picked up a wrong
impression on the point—we wish
to say distinctly that GRrIP is in
favor of Free Trade, otherwise called
Unrestricted Reciprocity, with the
United States, if that devoutly to be
wished for consummation can by
any honorable mecans be achieved.
This has no reference to that form
of Commercial Union which pre-
supposes a joint committee to regu-

- . late the tariff of the two countries
against the world at large, for such a plan involves a
diminution of our national autonomy. It simply means
free, unfettered intercourse between the two countries in
all matters of trade and commerce. We frankly admit
that the prospect of getting this is slight so long as Protcc-
tive ideas rule the respective governments, as there would
be no means of shutting out foreign imports passing

through-the free territory on either side.
* - * *

UT we are living in hopes of seeing the dawn of a day
of better sense before long. It will not be many
years before the United States is as much of a Free
Trade country as England. Canada ought to be so now.
It would be millions in her pocket to cease worshipping
the graven image she has borrowed from Yankeedom,
and reduce ber boasted loyalty to British traditions
and the Old Flag to practise by adopting the trade
policy which has done so much for the mother country.
: * * %
WE are by no means alone in this opinions The
Montreal Witzess puts the same idea tersely in the
following sentences :
There is a tide in the affairs of men and nations which taken at the
flood lcads on to fortune.  The present is, in view of every English-
man who looks at the question from a distance sufficient to sec it In

its proper perspective, the  hour of Canada’s opportunity. By the
imn{::dig.ete adoption of a Free Trade policy a large proportion of the




