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THE SWALLOWS.

{An American poet, named SPRAGUE, of whose history we
nothing, is the author of the following beautiful poem, sug-
Bested bx the incident of two swallows having entered a Church
i Divine Service. Itis a production of great feeling and
PPy thought. See Psalm Ixxxiv. 3. The Arabian Poch Na-
some magnificent verses on the same subject.—The
Churchman, Magnzaig:e.] !
Gay, guiltless pair,
What seek ye from the fields of heaven?
¢ have no need of prayer,
Ye have no sins to be forgiven.

Why perch ye here,

‘Where mortals to their Maker bend ?
Can your pure spirits fear,

The God ye never could offend ?

Ye never knew

The crimes for which we come to weep ;
Penance is not for you,

Blest wanderers of the upper deep.

To you *tis given

To wake sweet Nature’s untaught lays :
Beneath the arch of heaven

To chirp away a life of praise.

Then spread each wing,

Far, far above, o’er lakes and lands,
And join the choirs that sing

In yon blue dome not rear’d with hands.

Or, if ye stay,
To note the consecrated hour,
_ Teach me the airy way,
Aund let me iry your envied power.
Above the crowd :
On upward wings could I but fly,

T'd bathe in yon bright cloud,
And seek the stars that gem the sky.

[

£

"Twere heaven indeed
Through fields of trackless light to soar,
On nature’s charms to feed,

And nature’s own great God adore.
| E—

PULPIT ORATORY IN THE REIGNS OF
JAMES I. AND CHARLES L*

DONNE—HAMMOND—USHER.

A. prejudice has long existed, and still exists, against
e literary pretensions of James the First and his court.
ope celebrated the “pedant-reign,” and his friend,
Lord Bolingbroke, declared that the dry learning of the
Buthor-sovereign was too much even for the age he
ved in. It will not be presumptuous to affirm, that
ne“he_r the poet nor the philosopher were very intimately
%cquainted with the literature of the earlier portion of
e seventeenth century—that glorious epoch when so
Many masters in Israel flourished, and men grew to an
tel_lectual stature to which their posterity have rarely
“’t‘l_“ed- The reign of Charles the Second, with its li-
;:?tlo}ls wit and self-abandonment, had corrupted, while
ascinated, the popular mind; the golden blasts of the
:"CPESl trumpets were drowned in the dissolute revelry of
Dational carnival. ‘
the 'il‘lm aware that, by many who imiediately succeeded
°l'nt.:) ustrious men of whom I write, the style' of their
‘ory was disapproved. Bishop Burnet inveighed
E:’Bt their pages overrun with pedantry,.——-“ a great
. on‘"e of .quotations from fathers and ancient writers,
. dg_“P_emng of a text, with the concordanc.e. of eyery
% in it, and giving all the different expositions, with
1€ grounds of them, and the entering into some parts
d 0:°Dtr0ve-rsy, and all concluding in some, but very
the ;, Practical applications, according to the subject or
Ccasion, This,” adds the bishop, “was both long
Beayy, when all was pye-balled, full of many sayings
avelger?nt lauguzfges." Burnet's sarcasm appears to
epith tehghtea waf't, who pronounced pye-balled a noble
“b,f'_-'f The.opmion of the author of the “ Tale of a
o 18 not .decmive as to the composition ?f a sermon ;
i e’ a‘})mxttmg_ the force of Burnet's objections, the
l'em:'gt » the originality, and the ardour of the preachers
vy in Unimpaired. Their armour may have })een cum-
v,ea()lue, but it was often made of g?ld; their spiritual
cm:’&ns may have wanted the requ\s.xte keenness which
N rough the web of sophistry with no apparent ef-
Tt but they never failed to descend with an energy and
il'l‘e:i::?;s of purpose which their opponents found to be
ikia ible. Tl}e iron mace was never uplifted without
eirg defltmctlon upon the infidel hosts of the enemy.
Plaine:i.m:m and defects will, howe\{er, be far better ex-
‘?l‘iticism.y : ; few extracts from their wo.rks than by any
OF %0 150k £ t ln' singular that a passage in our literature
80 little eal importance should h.ltherto have received
E attention, T am not, at this moment, aware of
Wy work professing to treat upor ‘he subject.
348 h*f name which stands at the head of this article
5 y with great propriety be introduced into any vindica-
on of the discernment and talent of James. Donne
:“ conducted into the ministry, if Imay use the term,
'y the hs.md of the monarch himself; and, in the dedica-
"5 ;“f;:ls < ].300k of Devotions,” he says, that the king
% chsafed him his hand, not only to sustain him in the
urch, but to lead him to it. James had, at a very
¥ period, discovered the powers of Donne’s mind,
their peculiar applicability to the service of God.
en the Earl of Somerset requested him to give Donne
o :;el'l}leut as a civilian, he returned a positive refusal,
rving at the same time, “I know Mr. Donue is a
arned man, has the abilities of a learned divine, and
fer h‘;""v.e a powerful preacher ; and my desire is to pre-
nothim in thet way; and in that way I. will deny you
Prea 28 for him.”  The monarch kept his word, and the
“cc er re‘ahzed the expectations formed of his powers.
Pecul; of his genius, however, became the victim of his
s ““War sentiments and disposition. No person would
" 13gine him to have been the contemporary of Shaks-
peu-:‘th? one all nature and the other all art—Shaks-
W “llum_g art only as it was subservient to truth, _and
% € despising nature until he had cramped it into
.. attitude of art. Had he been born a few centuries
de"’ the' scholastic severity of his manner would have
ered him one of the pillars of the Alexandrian school
€ ornament of the Museum. Old Purchas, in the
°l'!ns“ to the reader prefixed to his ¢ Pilgrims,” in-
St tl‘:i: that he has wholly omitted, or passed over dry-
by gs near and common. So it was with Donne;

of e:‘“ed nothing natural or obvious: a rose by any
f°l‘ced,}]$me was far sweeter to him: he continually

Ruideq S muse out of the highways of poetry, and rarely
e, her into any green or flowery seclusion. If the
" Was unfrequented, his wishes were gratified. And

-

+ i:':' the British Magazine.

editjy  Sn0te on Burnet’s “ History of his own Time,” Oxford
™ vol. i. page 330.

this eriticism is scarcely more true of his poetry than of
his prose. Inboth we discover the same eceentricity
and petversion of taste, the same energy and want of
grace; his imagination is always wakeful, and rejoicing
in the strength of mental health, but often deficient in
the elegance which accompanies the efforts of feebler
spirits.

The virtues of Donne have been familiarized to most
of us by the eloquent eulogy of Walton, who attributes
the most delightful results to his addresses from the pul-
pit:—

«A preacher, in earnest, weeping sometimes for his auditory,
sometimes with them; always preaching to himself like an angel
from a cloud, but in none; carrying some, as St. Paul was, to hea-
ven in holy raptures, and enticing others, by a sacred art and
courtship, to amend their lives; picturing a vice so as to make it
ugly to those that practise it, and a virtue so as to make it be be:
loved even by those that loved it not; and all this with a most
particular grace, and an inexpressible addition of comeliness.”

The peculiar character of his sermons has been deli-
neated with greater discrimination and less enthusiasm
by his son, in the dedication of them to Charles the
First :—

“They who have been conversant in the works of the holiest
men of all times, cannot but acknowledge in these the same spirit
with which they writ; reasonable demonstrations everywhere in
the subjects comprehensible by reason.  As for those things which
cannot be comprehended by our reason alone, they are nowhere
made easier to faith than here; and, for the other part of our na-
ture, which consists in our passions and our affections, they are
here raised, and laid, and governed, and disposed in a manner ac-
cording to the will of the author. The doctrine itself which is
taught here is primitively Christian; the fathers are everywhere
consulted with reverence, but apostolical writings only appealed to
as the last rule of faith. Lastly, such ig the conjuncture here of
zeal and discretion, that, whilst it iz ¢ ain scope of the author
in these discourses that glory be given to God, this is accompa-
nied everywhere with a scrupulous care and endeavouring that
peace be likewise settled amongst men.”

My first extract shall be taken froma sermon which
is invested with extraordinary interest by the circum-
stances that “attended its delivery. The month prece-
ding his death, Donne was appointed to preach on the
first Friday in Lent before the king, at Whitehall, and,
although labouring under great weakness, he persisted
in coming to London. On his arrival, some of his
friends, who perceived the emaciated condition to which
his sufferings had reduced him, dissuaded him from his
undertaking; but he resolutely resisted all their entrea-
ties, assuring.them that he did not doubt that God, who
had before assisted him in so many hours of calamity
with an unexpected aid, would still be with him in his
last employment. And when, to the amazement of the
beholders, says Walton, he appeared in the pulpit, many
thought he presented himself, not to preach mortification
by a living voice, but mortality by a decayed body and a
dying face; “and, doubtless,” he continues, *“many did
secretly ask that question in Ezekiel, Do these bones live ?
or, can that soul organize that tongue to speak so long
time as the sand in that glass will move towards its
centre, and measure out an hour of this dying man's un-
spent life #”’  But the spirit was mighty, in spite of the
weakness of the body, and, after a few faint pauses in his
zealous prayer, he commenced his discourse upon that
awful verse, To God belong the issues of death: and many
who saw his tears, and heard his hollow voice, expressed
their belief that the text was prophetically selected, and
that he had preached his own funeral sermon,—under
which title it was afterwards published.

“ Miscrable riddle!—when the worm ghall feed sweetly upon
me, when the ambitious man shall have no satisfaction if the poor-
estalive tread upon him, nor the poorest receive any Goiiehiiicii
in being made equal to princes, for they shall be equal, but in dust.
One dieth at his full strength, being wholly at ease, and in quiet ;
and another dies in the bitterness of his soul, #d never eats with
pleasure: but they lie down alike in the dust, and the worm covers
them. In Joband Isaiah it covers them, and is spread under them,
—the worm is spread under thee, and the worm covers thee.—
There’s the mats and the carpets that lie yonder, and there’s the
state and the canopy that hangs over the greatest of the sons of
men. Even those bodies that were the temples of the Holy Ghost
come to this dilapidation, to ruin, to rubbish, to dust; cven the
Israel of the Lord, and Jacob himself, hath no other specification,
no other denomination, but that vermis Jacob, thou worm of Is-
o AN That monarch who spread over many nations,
alive, must, in his dust, lie in acorner of that sheet of lead, and
there but so long as that lead will last ; and that private and reti-
red man, that thought himself his own for ever, and never came
forth, must in the dust of the grave be published, and (such are
the revolutions of the graves) be mingled witli the dust of every
highway, and of every dunghill, and swallowed in every puddle
and pond. This is the most inglorious and contemptible villifica-
tion, the most deadly and peremptory nullification of man, that
we can consider.”—pp. 21-2. Ed. 1632.

The allusion to the gorgeousdrapery and banners that
hung over the monarch must have been very affecting,
and was worthy of one who flt that he was speaking

from the brink of another world, and amid the shadows
Or e grave. .

His discourse upon the text—Surely men of low de-
gree are vanity, and men of high degree are a lie—is full
of ingenuity, argument, and eloquence.

« But to take it of a whole body of such men, men of low degree,
and it is so too. 'The applause of the people is vanity, popularity
is vanity; at how dear a rate doth that man buy the people’s af-
fections that pays his own head for their hats! . . . . . And, as it
is in civil and secular, so it is in ecclesiastical and spiritual things
too. How many men, by a popular hunting after the applause of
the people in their manner of preaching, and humouring them in
their distempers, have made themselves incapable of preferment in
the church where they took their orders, and preached themselves
into a necessity of running away into foreign parts. . . . . . The
same people that welcomed Christ from the Mount of Olives into
Jerusalem upon Sunday, with their hosannas to the Son of David,
upon Friday mocked him in Jerusalem with their Hail, King of
the Jews, and blew him out of Jerusalem into Golgotha with the
pestilent breath, with the tempestuous whirlwind of their erucifiges.
And, of them who have called the Master Beelzebub, what shall
thy servant look for? Surely men of low degree are vanity.

“ And then, under the same oath and asseveration, surely—as
surely as the other—men of high degree are a lie. David doth not
mean those men whom he calls a Zie to be any less than those whom
he called vanity. . . . « « But yet the Holy Ghost hath been
pleased to vary the phrase here, and to call men of high degree not
vanity but a lie, because the poor, men of low degree, in their con-
dition promise no assistance, feed not men with hopes, and there-
fore cannot be said to lie. But in the condition of men of high
degree, who are of power, there is a tacit promise, a natural and
inherent assurance, of protection and assistance, flowing from
them. For the magistrate cannot say that he never promised me
justice, never promised me protection, for in his assuming that
place he made me that promise. I cannot say that I never pro-
mised my parish my service, for in My induction I made them that
promise, and if I perform it not I am alie, for so this word Chasah
(which we translate a lie) is frequently used in the seriptures for
that which is defective in the dut_y it sh?uld perform. Thou shalt
be a spring of water, (says God, in Isaiah,) cujus aqua non men-
tiuntur, whose waters never lie,—that1s, never dry, never fail.

¢ 80, then, when men of higl'{ degree do not perform the duties
of their places, then they are a lie of their own making ; and when

T over-maguify them in their place, flatter them, humour them, as-
cribe more to them, expect more from them, rely more upon them,
than I should, then they are a lie of my making.”

Again, in another of the same sermons, how boldly,
and with what a steady ham.i is one of the most prevail-
ing passions of our nature laid bare :—

“ But to pass from names to the thing, indeed, what is medioeri-
| ty?—where isit? Isit the same thing as competency ? But what
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is competency ?—or where is that? Is it that which is sufficient
for thy present degree? Perchance thy present degree is mot suf-
ficient for thee—thy charge perchance. Perchance thy parts and
abilities, or thy birth and edueation; may require a better degree.
God produced plants in Paradise, therefore that they might grow.
God hath planted us In this world, that we might grow; and he
that does not endeayour that, by all lawful means, is inexcusable,
as well as he that pursues unlawful, But if I come to imagine
such a medioerity, such a competenéy, such a sufficiency in my-
self, as that 1 may restin that—that I think I may ride out all
stormms, all disfavours,—that I have enough of mine own wealth,
health, or moral constancy ; if arny of these decay, thisis a verier
vanity than in trusting in men of low degree, and a Verier lie than
men of high degree; for tliis, to trust to ourselves, this is a sacrifi-
cing to our own nets, our own industry, our own wisdom, our own
fortune; and of all the idolatries of the heathen, who made gods of
every thing they saw or imagined—of every thing in and between
heaven and hell—we read of no man that sacrificed to himself.
Indeed, no man flatters me so dangerously as I flatter myself; no
man wounds me s0 desperately as T wound myself; and therefore,
since this, which we call mediocrity and competency, is conditioned
so, that it is enough to subsist alone, without relation to others,
dependency upon others, fear from others, induces a confidence, a
relying upon myself; 85 that which we imagine to be the middle
region of the air is the coldest of all, so this imagined mediocrity,
that induces a confidence in curselves, is the weakest rest,—the
coldest comfort of all, and makes me a lie to myself. Therefore
may the prophet well spread, and safely extend his asseveration,
his surely, upon all high, 1""‘} and mean. Surely, to be laid in the
bal they are altogether lighter than vanity.”—LXX Sermons,
p- 660, &ec.

Sometimes he rise} i_nto a loftier and more pathetic
strain. How the affliction of a self-convicted and suf-
fering spirit breaks out in the following passages :—

«Tet me wither and Wear out min¢ age in a discomfortable, in
an unwholesome, in a penurious prison, and so pay my debts with
my bones, and recompense the wastefaluess of my youth with the
beggary of mine g; .+« - -~ Yet f God withdraw not His spi-
situal blessings, His grace, His patyice; if 1 caneall my suffey-
ings His doing, my passion His aetfon—all this that is temporal is
but a ecaterpillar, got into one side corner of my garden,—but a
mildew, fallen on one acre of my corn.. The body of all, the sub-
stance of all, is safe, as long as fhe soul is safe. But when I shall
trust to that which we call a govd spirit, and God deject, and im-
poverish, and evacuate that spirit; when I shall rely upon a moral
constancy, and God shall shake, and enfeeble, and enervate, de-
stroy, and demolish that constancys; when I shall think to refresh
myself in the serenity and sweet air of a good conscience, and God
shall call un the damps and vapours of hell itself, and spread a
cloud of diffidence, and an impenetratle crust of desperation upon
my conscience; when health shall fy from me, and I shall lay
hold upon riches to succour me, and comfort me in my sickness;
and riches shall fly from me, and I shall snatch after favour and
good opinion to comfort me in my foverty; when even this good
opinion shall leave me, and calumnizs and misinformations shall
prevail against me; when Ishall neel peace, because there is none
but Thou, O Lord that should stanc for me, and Thou shalt find
that all the wounds I have come fron Thy hand,—all the arrows
that stick in me from Thy quiver; vhen 1 shall see that because
1 have given myself to my corrupt nature, Thou hast changed
thine; and because I am all evil towsrds Thee, therefore thou hast
given over being good towards me;  When it comes to this height,
that the fever is not in the humours, but in the spirit ; that mine
enemy is not an imaginary enemy—fortune, not a transitory
enemy—malice in great persons; but a cruel, and an irresistible,
and an inexorable, and an everlasting enemy—the Lord of Hea-
ven, &e.”

And how bitter is the sarcasm launched against those
who sbrink from the uncompromising discharge of their
duty :—

¢ Birds that are kept in cages may learn some notes, which they
should never have sung in the woods or fields; but yet they may
forget their natural notes, too. * Priachers that bind themselves
always to cities and courts, and grest auditories, may learn new
notes—they may become occasiond preachers,* and make the
emergent affairs of the time their fxt, and the humours of the
hearers their bible; but they may loie their natural notes,—both
the simplicity and the holiness tha: belongs fo the preaching of
the gospel; both their power upon ow understandings to raise
them, and upon high affections to humble them. They may
think that their errand is but to knodk at the door—to delight the
ear—nia 0% to search the house—y¢ to ransack the consclence.”
—Id. p. 33.

He who seeks for gold in Donne's Sermons, will find
them & mine not soon to be :xhausted; two or three
brief specimens of the felicity of his expressions must
conclude the present notice of him.

“ Actions which kings undertakeare cast in a mould,—they
have their perfection quickly; actiors of private men, and private
persons, require more hammering and filing to bring them to per-
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improprieties of taste, or ascending to any high order of
eloquence or majesty. . The impressive dignity of the
great preacher’s delivery, however, lent an authority to
every word he uttered.  One who heard him in Oxford,
says— : .

1t joysus to recollect how multitudes of scholars, especially
the heads of our tribes, thronged to hear the sound of his silver
bells; how much they were taken with the voice of this wise
charmer—how their ears seemed as it were, fastened, to their lips.
Here youmight have seen a sturdy Paul, a persecutor transformed
into a preacber——here a tender-hearted Josiah, lamenting after
the Lord, and, with Ephraim, smiting on his thigh, saying, * What
have I done? Others; with the penitent Jews, so stabbed to the
lieart that they were foreed to ery out, in the bitterness of their
soul—=* Men, brethren, fathers—what shall we do#*”

This anecdote, together with another not less plea-
sing, is narrated in Hone's interesting “ Lives of Eminent
Christians.””  The remains of Ushet’s pulpit oratory arg
very small; but the following passage, upon a {restion
often mooted, will display his peculiar merits. It occurs
in a sermon on the Universality of the Church of Christ,
preached before the King, June 20, 1624.

«The question,” says the learned prelate, “so rife in the mouths
of our adversaries, is— Where was your church before Luther ?—
Whereunto an answer may be returned * * that our church was
even there where now it it js—in all places of the world, where the
ancient foundations were retained, and these common principles of
faith, upon the profession whereof men have ever been wont to be
admitted by baptism into the Ohurch of Christ; there, we doubt
not, the Lord had his subjects, and we our fellow-servants, for we
bring in no new faith, nor no gew church. ‘Fhat which in the
time of the ancient fathers eeounted to be #2uly and properly
catholic—namely, that whic, s believed everywhere, always, and
by all: that in the succeeding ages hath ever more been preserved,
and is in this day entirely professed, in our church. If you de-
mand, then, [he goes on, after lamenting the degradation of the
church of God,] where was Gud’s ¢ e all this while? the an-
swer is at hand—there, where Antichrist sate. 'Where was Christ’s
people ? Even under Antichrist’s priests. And yet this is no jus-
tification at all, either of Antichrist or of his priests; but a mani-
festation of God’s great power, who is able to uphold his church
even there, where Satan’s throne is. Babylon was an infectious
place, and the infection thereof was mortal; and yet God had his
people there, whom he preserved from the mortality of that infec-
tion ; else, how should he have said, ¢ Come out of her, my people,
that ye be not pertakers of her sins, and that ye receive not of her
plagues.

“The enemy, indeed, had there sown his tares, but sown them
in the Lord’s field, and among the Lord’s wheat ; and a field, we
know, may be 5o overgrown with such evil weeds as these, that, at
the first sight, a man would hardly think that any corn were there
at all. * * Those worthy husbandmen that, in these Jast six hun-
dred years, have taken pains in plucking up thosc pernicious weeds
out of the Lorl’s field, and severing the chaff from his grain, can-
not be rightly said, in doing this, either to have brought in ano-
ther field, or to have changed the ancient grain. The field is the
same, but weeded now—unweeded then; the grain is the same,
but winnowed now—unwinnewed then. We preach no new
faith, but the same catholic faith that ever hath been preached ;
neither wasit any part of our meaning to begin a new church in
these latter days of the world, but to reform the old. A tree thdt
hath the luxurious branches lopped off, and the noxious thirgs
that cleave unto it taken away, is not, by this pruning and pur-
ging, mada another tree than it was before ; neither is the church

sions, we refer the reader to, “Rees’ Essay on the
Welsh Saints,”” seld by Longman, London. i

The parishes in England, as at present constituted,.
were not so early defined, though thete is reason to be-
lieve, that territorial establishments, similar to those .
of Wales, were formed there also, previously to the
settlement of the Saxons. The origin of Saxon parishes
seemed to have been this :—Theoderet, Archbishop of
Canterbury, A.D. 680, with a view to induce his weal-
thy countrymen to build and endowed churches on their.
estates, promised them the patronage: of their several
foundations. 'This plan opetated gradually, until it re-.
ceived an additional impulse, A. D. 928, from Athel-
stan, who granted the rank of Thane to such proprietors
as would not leave their tenants unprovided with a place;
of worship. - Still later, about the commencement of
the eleventh century, we find the Archbishops, at the,
legislative assembly hald at Eanham, urging the duty of
building churches in all parts of the country.

Thus, the parochial system occupied a period of
neatly four hundred years in practically developing it-
self in England. 'There are some parishes indeed of a
atill later date ; and it is probable that existing parochial
sub-divizions were not consummated under six hundred
years. It isevident, th~* the estates on which these
churches stood, were not all of ilic Same dimeasions ;
and as the districts apportioned for each foundatiorl
were commensurate with the several estates, we can
easily account thereby for the inequalities of the Eng-
lish parishes. ' -

Such is the origin of that admirable system in our
country, which secures the superintendence of a Chris«
tian Pastor over ey f?yrxgegubhg of the community. Its
advantages over the voluntary bTﬂ
whilst the later only secures the service of a Minister
for those who seck and pay for it, the former sends him
with the Gospel message into the cottages of the most
indifferent and profane. Voluntaryism makes only a

reformed, in our days, another church than that which was de-
formed in the days of our forefathers, though it hath no agreement,
for all that, with popery, which is the pestilence that walked in
those times of darkness,and the destrdction that now wasteth at
noon-day.”—p. 32, 8rd edit. corrected, 1631.

R.AW.

THE ORIGIN OF PARISHES IN ENGLAND
AND WALES.*

Some derive the word pluyf, the Welsh for parish,
from the Latin, plcbe; whether this be the true etymo-
logy or not, we will not undertake to decide. Itis
certain, however, thatamongst the ancient Britons, the
term originally signifies the common people. It is used
in that sense by Taliesin, who flourished in the sixth
century. 'The same import was applied to it sometimes
at 2 much later period; as may be seen from the transla-
tions of the Psalms, by Dafydd Ddu o Hiraddug, A. D.
1340, and of the New Testament, by William Salis-
bury, A.D. 1560. But though this was the primary
meaning of the word, it does not follow, that certain

fection.”— Sermon preached before the Company of the Virginia
plantation, November 13, 1622.

A familiar illustration—

¢ Experience teaches us, that if we be reading any book in the
evening, if the twilight surprise us, and it grows dark, yet we can’
read longer in the book which we were in before, than if we took a
new book, of another subject, into cur hands.”—LXX Sermons,
p- 139.

Speaking to one who trusted to the favour of the
great: “That bladder is priched on which thou swimmest.”’

The style of Hammoxo is more thickly studded with
conceits than that of Donne. He is the Cowley of the-
ological prose. In the sermon on conscience, for exam~
ple; (Ozon, 1644,) we find, who can swallow such camel-
sins 2 and, in another, on Jeremiah xxxi. v. 18, the suf-
fering sinner is compared toa sick man, 1Tt Dy Lis pliy=
sicians with the cupping glases at his meck. But these
defects are more than comyensated by the remarkable
force of many Of_h_‘s_ images, If he partakes largely of
Cowley's eccentricities, he also shares in the fervour and
manliness of that writer's proge.  Even his most faulty
passages are redeemed by mych sensibility and ardour;
and over his most obscure and involved periods, senti-
ments shining with the beauty of holiness diffuse a se-
rene and plaC‘d lustre.

1 will give WO specimens of what appears to me the
melo-dramatic d"s“’"tloﬂ of his manner :—

« All knowledge 1 the worlq cannot make us deny ourselves,
and, therefore, all knowledge iy, the world is not able to produce
belief; only the SPIFt MUst brea¢he the power into us, of breath-
ing out ourselves: 1{0 must press our breasts, and stifle, and stran-
gleus. We must Ve Up the pagural ghost. He must foree out
our carthly breath 08t of our ¢arthly bodies, or else we shall not
be enlivened by Dis sPiritual.»

The Pom‘ait of a wicked man—

“An angel, O officer of Satan (4o buffet some precious image of
God,) which 1% t‘l:t at purpose fitted out of Satan’s fulness,—
swollen with 'all : edvenem"“! humour that that fountain can af-
ford, to furnish n:‘h dccommodate him for this enterprise; and
then, lastlys after the :ﬁt““mg of his wrath, a bloated, guilty, un-
happy er%ﬂ'““’?"’{ﬁ at hath, fed at the devil’s table, swilled and
glutted h""f,e]f oy . 0d, and noy betrays it all in his looks and
complexion. —Fol. 1664, p 37,

The power of this description is undeniable; but it
will be d,spleasmg]to' many, on account of its extrava-
gance. The condc usion of the sermon on Prov. i. 22,
will afford a very elightful contrast to it :—

« Give us that PItY> and thay indignation, to our poor perishing
souls, that M3y at length awake gnd fright us out of ourlethar-
gies, and bring ubso fm,;"y humbled, confounded penitentiaries, to
that beautiful gate "1 hy Temple of Mercies, where we may re-
tract our folliesy 10PI0Te Thy pargon, deprecate Thy wrath; and,
for our deliverance {TOM 5o ngyyoyg g vile condition—from so
numerous a tale of deaths, neyey cease praising Thee, and saying
— Holy, Holy, H(:ly s Lord Gog of Hosts !— Heaven and earth are
Jull of Thy 9lory*—G07y be to Thee, O God, Most Hight”

The sermons of Usung giffer equally from those of
Donne and Hammond.  They are simple, concise, and
argumentative; seldom ejther deviating into any rash
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"% The italics are Donne’s,

territorial districts were not also frequently implied in
it at a very early period; on the contrary, it appears
from the British records, that the territorial principle
was recognised and acted upon by the Druids themselves,
previously to the introduction of Christianity into the
eountry. Thus, in one Triad, we read, that of the
“ three kinds of proprietors,” the third were men of
learning, who had the privilege of teachers, that is, a
rate from every plough within the district in which they
were the authorised teachers. When the Gospel was
preached in this island, the Druids generally embraced
it, and by an easy transition, thelr different orders re-
solved themselves respectively into those of the Chris-
tian hierarchy. This state of things was so far from

heine annosed by the eivil aathorities. that it met evervy
encouragement from them. Lucius, A.D. 156, estab-

lished the Christian religion in his own dominions in
South Wales.  This prince, most probably, had inherit-
ed such a Christian spirit from his ancestors. His fa-
thers' name, Coel (Anglicised a believer;) would im-
ply his conversion to Christianity. It is certain, that
his grandfather, Cyllin, was a Christian, for he is rank-
ed with the British saints. Eigen, " the sister of Cyllin,
is represented to have been the first female saint amongst
the Britons. Bran, the great great grandfather of Lu-
cius, is believed to have been the first that brought the
Christian religion over from Rome, about the year 59.
The natural consequence of this general transition from
Druidism to Christianity, and the favour with which it
was regarded by the civil powers, would be the confir-
mation of the original rights and privileges of the Spirit-
ual Ministers, as far as they accorded with the charac-
ter of the Ecclesiastical system. We are borne out in
our inference by a Triad, which states, that Lucius
« ostablished the first Archbishopric at Llandaff, and
granted land and constitutional privileges to the first
Christians.”

As the Clergy were supported by the tithes and of-
ferings of their several districts, their parochial limits
must have been accurately defined. In their respective
spheres, they devoted themselves wholly to their sacred
calling, and, as occasions required, built for the service
of the Lord temples in which their congregations might
worship‘Him. These primitive churches were invariably
named after their respective founders. The different
charges assigned to the Clergy in these early times,
varied considerably in poin of extent, according to the
nature of the ground and state of population. Hence
the inequalities still observed in most of the Welsh pa-
rishes. Insome instances, however, too extensive dis-
tricts, as circumstances demanded, were gradually di-
vided and sub-divided into smaller portions, leaving,
nevertheless, sufficient traces to indicate that they had

been once subject to the surveillance of only one Cler-
gyman. For an interesting account of such sub-divi-
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* From the Church Magazine,

Minister -of a congregation; the territorial principle
makes a Minister of aparish. *Itis in the territorial
principle,’ as Dr. Chalmers observes, “ the great
strength of an establishment lies; and although, by
means of voluntaryism, or of merely congregational
establishments, we might somewhat retard the march
of irreligion in the country, yetit is only by the territo-
rial establishment, that we can arrest its melancholy
progress, and regain the people from the destitution
into which they have fallen.” gt

And seeing the superior efficiency of these parochial
establishments in promoting the welfare of Christ’s
Holy Catholic Church, is it to be wondered at, that Whig=
Radical legislators should attempt to obliterate the an-
cient boundaries, by the formation of New Poor Law
Unions ; or that the heterogeneous mass of dissenters
should endeavour to violate the unity which the system
is calculated to promote, by fixing their rebellious stand-
ards within those sacred precints ? .

THE CHURCH OF THE HOLY SEPULCHRE AT
JERUSALEM. :
From Elliott's Travels in Austria, Russia, and Turkey.

From the principal bazaar a narrow passage leades into a square,
of which the church of the holy sepulchre forms one side, in this
square, is the only public entrance to the edifice. Here, even be-
fore he reaches the threshold the feelings of the Christian are
first shocked. * * * * Tt was on Good Friday, the most
solemn day of the year, that we first visited the church ; yet on
such a day, and in such a place, hundreds, nay, thousands, of
pilgrime, congregated from all parts of Europe, from Asia, and
from Africa, might be seen purchasing rosaries, madonnas, eruci-
fixes, and amulets ; while the same traffic with the sale of sher-
bet, coffee, cakes, and fruit, was carried on even within the walls
of the temple, converting it into “a house of merchandise.”
Here, too, in a little recess by 2 door, a band of Moslems sit
during the service, smoking and sipping coffee ; ridiculing (as
well they may!) the anti-Christian idolatry they witness; dilat-
ing on the superiority of their own unitarian ﬂeed; invoking
Mahomed and the unseriptural God of Mahiomed ; and, till lately,
suffering no Christian to enter without having first peid tribute
in token of subjection to the infidel power.

Tt were difficult to convey an adequate idea of the exBesses of
the Greeks within the sacred edifice ; they can be compared only
to the riots of drunken men, or the revel of pagans. Laughing,
singing, quarrclling, roaring, jumping, and dancing, succeeded
cach other, or were carried on all at once, in different quarters of
the church. One party dragged a man, feigning bimself dead,
round the holy sepulchre ; while another formed & procession of
pilgrims perched on the shoulders of their fellows. Now and then
the Turkish officers forced themgelves, by means of their blud-
geons, futo thie midst of & group more tumultuous than the rest,
who dispersed only to swell the crowd of rioters in another direc-
tori.  Atlength the prineipal actor in the long-wished-for mira<
cle, the Greek Bishop of Jerusalem appeared ; and, accompanied
by a Priest, entered into the holy sepulchre, and closed the door.
1t was about noon ; but the windows were shut to make the
church as dark as possible. After a short pause of anxious ex-
pectation, a light, the production of the two miracle-workers,
jssued from a little window in the wall of the chamber of the
holy sepulchre. Sometimes, though it was not the case this
year, a doveis simultaneously let loose to confirm the supposition
of the descent of the Holy Spirit. No sooner was the celestiak
fire visible, than a shout, like that of Bacchanals, echoed through
the building ; every ove rushed with wild impetuosity to kindle
his taper; andin a few minutes the whole church was in a blaze
of light. * * * The more speedily the light is obtained,
and the more direct the communication with the original flame,
the more precious the boon (of supposed purification) the more
violent, tlierefore, is the confliet for precedence. The sanctity
of the place is forgotton; men jump ou onme auother’s backs ;
Xnock each other down ; rage, foam, and swear; till a spectator
horrified at the insults offered to the majesty of God within a
church dedicated to his service, trembles lest he should be in-
volved in a judgment such as that which overtook the Philistians
in the temple of Dagon.

THE BOOK OF COMMON PRAYER.

“Ttis simple, reverent and impressive in its style, adapted

alike to every capacity, and furnishing to all an attractive form
of devotion ; spiritual and primitive in its character; eomprehen-
sive in its design; just and significant in its arrangment, symme-
trical in all its parts; and while it exhibits a sound view of the
great doctrines of the cross, so moderate in its tone, that it has
been repeatedly claimed by persons of opposing sentiments, as
favouring their respective peculiariﬁem- The principles of the
Protestant Reformation have a Jocal habitation and substantive
existence upon its pages ; it enjoins, inan orcer the best fitted to
set forth the whole scheme of Divine revelation, the regular peru-
sal of the Bible; and is admirably adepted to give expression,.
whether in prayer or praise, to the devotioal feelings which it in~

‘ spires.  Drawn directly from the word of God, or from the purest
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