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THE CHRISTIAN MIRROR.

GENERAL LITERATURE.
RELIGION [N LAPLAND.,

(From the Church of° England Maguzine.)
Tue inhabitants of Laplan.l are nominally all
Protestants, great pains having been taken for
their religious umprovement by Swedes and
Danes; still superstition exists to a fearful
cxtent among them, though there is good
ground to hope that it is on the decline.—
They have =0 far wolt escaped the corvup-
tions of the Rowish see.  Among their super-
atitions is the divining drum, which is sup-
poseld to tell furtunes, to reveal secrets, or to
detect crimingls. Thisis simply a drum with
a needle, somewhat Jike the handle of a
clock, placed on its uppermost <kin, acting in
a magical manner in the g¢stimation of the
people, who do not perecive that the whole
business is managed by the means of a picce
of magnetised iron, which could guide the
needle as the wizard chose ; the people’s own
alurin, or their simplicity, oon betraying 1o the
¢ canning man”  which way tw shape its
course,  But indecd the magnet itself would
have been to them as much an object of su-
perstitious awe, could they have ascertained
its sharve in the business,

Supersttions not ons of a very similar cha-
racler are not unknown in our own country,
whore certain supposed wizards or cunning
men are consulted by the weak and credulous,
under the silly notion that they can give in-
forination as to lost property, those who
have been guilty of thefi, &e.

There are many relics of heathen idolatry
in Lapland—the deities of which are repre-
gented as of much the same character as those
of the northern nations in general—which
they imagine to be extraordinary charms in
many of the discases; and they held in
strange and  fearful veneration the places
whery ancient sacrifices had heen offered.—
Thexe places are still marked by heaps of de-
caye | rein-dvers horns; and stiff, when they
pass that way, the natives shrink with horror,

The worship of many of the Teutonic dei-
ties is still retained among them. They
frequently warship the trunk of a tree, which
they cut inte the rude resemblance of a hu-

~man face.  They believe in the transmigra-
tion of rouls, and set spurt certain festivals lor
the worship of aerial #pirits, and to invoke the
dead.

ft was once belicved that there were ne-
cromancers in Lapland who had power to
sell lortunate winds 3 and, what was worse,
to send adverse ones after those who gave
them offence. So late as 1653, a French
traveller in that country gives an account of
going on shore with the captain of a Danish
vessel to purchase a wind, in compliance with
the wishes of his crew. A wizard was casi-
Iy met with; for of course, as they found it
a profitable business, there were always a
suilicient number who pretended to this su-
pernatural skill, They managed, as in the
affair of the drum, to keep up their credit by
diligantly  studying natural effects; in the
wind case by autcution to the signs of the
siy, by which they could, with tolerable
certainty, promise from what quarter the
wind should blow for the next few hours after
they had solif their charm, or muttcred their
cursz.  Meanwhile their fellow countrymen
were as much gulled as their customers.—
Thus iu the old adage :—

“In lecland and in Denmark both

Wirches for gold will sell a mun a Lviud,

Wiich, i the corner of « naplin wrapped,

Shall blow him to what coast he will.”?

Even in the reign of Queen Elizabeth
witches and wizards were accused of domin-
ion not only over the destinies of men and
cattle, but over the elcments themselves. It

the wind or a storm arose, th
the belts and burn the witches.”

The places of worship are generally very
rude buildings of logs of wood, laid teans-|
versely together, and often in very bad repair. !
The following s an interesting account of
that part ¢f Lapland which belongs to Nor-
way. The clergyman was a Norwegian,—
His dwelling was not very much more com-
fortable than a comwmon tent; it was built,!
like the chureh, of logs of wood, and consisted
of two rooms, and a small closet with g bed
init.  The furniture merely a stove, a few!
wecoden tables and beaches, and a very scanty ;
supply of other necessary articles. He hadi
a couple of tame pigs; hut these were kept!
more as curiosities than as a part of his stock !
of provisions. No poultry is to be found
througheut the countey, but in its stead they
have an astoniching quantity of game. The
biack cock, the ptarwigan, wild ducks, teal,
becassines, and fish of various Kinds, were
always to be had. Potatoes could not be
preserved through the winter; and it was
with great difliculty that even a few werce
saved for planting.  In the summer the cler-
gyman, in whose garden they were cultivated
as a luxury, not only ate the root, but boiled
the tops of the plants, which, for want 1
should suppose of better, he considercd a very
delicate ! vegetable.  These potato-tops, and
also nettles, helped to wake out a soup, with !
the addition of rein-deer’s tongues.

He had, besides, rye-biscuit for bread ; but
this was obtained from Sweden. A litle
barley i= gencrally the only species of grain
sown. Sometimes the crop dovy not ripen at
all; at olhers, according to the favourable
ness of the season, it is houxed in seven or
eight weeks from the time the seed is com-
mitted to the ground.

As a Lapland parizsh often extends some
hundred miley, it :ay be imagined the cler-
gyman’s lile is subject to wuch fatighe and
havdship.  Tnthe depth of winter he is usnally
settled near s churel 5 and beve bis parish-
ioners assemible from their distant homes
every Sunday, some arriving the day hefore
ifthey have a very loug way to travel, and
taking up their quarters for the night in the
church, or in one of the few log-houses close
by.

Here, too, their marriages take place. On
onc occasion a son of one of Niel’s oid
friends ook umte himeelf a wife, and Karin
was delighted to see the grand presents that
were bestowed as bridal offerings.  There
were rings, and silver spoons, and a cup of
silver gilt; a silver girdle for the Jady’s waist ;
one silk and two cotton kerchiefs for her
neck. Al her friends gave some slight token
of good will.  The bridegroom himself made
ready a grent feast of rein-deer flesh, brandy,
and a brewing of malt for the occasion, with
plenty of tobacco for smoking. The desire
for ardent spirits is almost insatiable in Lap-
land. )

After the wedding-dinner a collection in
money was made for the new married pair
(rom all the guests. The (ather bestowed on
his an, to begin the world with, some of his
precious silver cups and dollars, and a fine
herd of eighty rein-deer. The guests also,
many of them, promised to contribute a few
more to his stock, on condition that he would
come to demand them, and bring with him a
present of brandy in exchange,

Round the clergyman’s hut there were
several others of the same kind, inhabited by
the merchants who came to deal with the
Laplauders for the furs they gotin hunting,

A Laplander’s funeral is conducted some-
what in the following manner, and is on the
authority of an ege-witness :—¢ Coming to
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e cry was ¢ Kitg dhe house of the deceased, we raw the corpse

taken from the hear skins on which it lay,
and removed into a wooden coffin by six of
his most intimate friends, afier heing first
wrapped in linen, the face and hands alone
being bare. In one hand they puwt a purse
with some money to pay the fee of the porter
at the gate of paradize ; inthe other a cemifi-
cate, signed by the priest. directed to St.Peter,
to witners that the delunct was a good Chris~
tian, and deserved admission into heaven,
At the head of the cotlin was placed a picture
of St. Nicholas, a saint greatly reverenced in
all parts of Russia on aceount of his supposed
friendship for the dead.  They also put into
the coflin some brandy, dricd fish, and veni-
son, that he might not starve on the road.
This being done, they lighted some fir—tree
roots, piled up at a convenient distance (rom
the coftin, and then wept, howled, and exhi-
bited a variety of strange gestures and con-
tortions, expressive of the violerce of their
griel.  When they were latigued with gesti-
culations they made several processions
round the corps, asked the deceased why he
died ? whether he was angey with his wife?
whether he was in want of food or raiment?
il he had been unsuccessful in hunting and
After these interrogatories they re—
newed their howling.  One of'the priests fre~
quently spripkled holy water on the corps, as
well as the mourners.  The sepulcre iy no
other than an old siedge, which is turned
bottem upwards over the : pot where the body
lies buried.  Before their conversion to
Chriztianity they w-ed to place an axe, with
a tinder box, by the side of the corpse if it
was a man; and if 8 woman’s, her scissors
and necdles, supposing that these implements
might ke of use to them in the other world.
With the axe the deceased is supposed to
hew down the bushes or boughs that piay ob-
struct his passage to the other world 5 the
tinder box is for the purpose of siriking a
light, should he find him=ellin the dark at the
day of judgment,  For the first three years
after the deccase of a friend or relation, they
were accustonied from time Lo time to dig
holes by the xide of the grave, and to deposit
in them either a sniall quamity of tobacco or
something that 1he deccaxed was fondest of
when living,  They suppose that the felicity
of a luture state would consist in smoking,
ivinking brandy, &e. 5 and that the rein-deer
and other animals would be equal partakers
of their joys.” ’

Dr. Clarke relates in eflect the following
extraordinary scene in a Lapland chureh of
Enontakis :—¢ The whole church,” he says,
“was erowded, and even the gallery full ;
many of the wild Nomade Laplanders being
presentan theirstrange dresses, The sermon
appeared to us the most remarkable part of
the ceremony. According to the custom of
the country, it was an extemporaneous ha-
rangue ; that is, preached without being pre-
viously written down. It was delivered in a
tone of voice so clevated that the worthy
pastor seemed to labour as ii he would burst
a blood-vessel. He continued exerting his
lungs in this maunner during one hour and
twenty minutes, as if his audience had been
stationed on the top of a distant mountain.—
Afierwards he was en -hoarse he could hardly
articulate another-syllable.

« One would have thought it impossible 1o
dose during a discoursé that made our ears
ring ; yet some of the Lappe were fast asleep,
and would have snored, but that a sexton,
habited like then:selves, walked about with a
long stout pole, with which he continued to
sirnke the floor; and if this did net rouse
them, he drove it forcibly against their ribs,
or suffered it to fall with all its weight upon
their akulls, -



