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MISCELLANEOUS.

THE SLAVE PREACHER.

Jack is @ Methodist local preacher. In one of-
his sermons he told this story. WhenI was a
lad, there were no religious people near where I
lived. But Thad 2 young master ahout my age
who was going to school, and he was very fon
of me. At night he would come into the kitchen
to teach m
during the day at school. fn this way I learned
to read.

When I was well nigh grown up, said Jack, we
took up the New Testament, and agreed to read
it verse by verse. When one wonid make amis-
take, the other was to correct him; so that we
could learn to read well.

In a short lime we boih felt that we -wete sin-
ners before God, and we both agreed to seek the
salvation of our souls. The Lord heard our pray-
er, and gave us both a hope in Christ.—Then [
began to hold meetings for prayer and exhorta—
tion among the colored people.

My old master soon found out what was going
on. He was very angry, especially because his
son had become pious. He forbid my holdin
any more meetings, saying, thatifI did, he woul
whip me severely for it.

From that time I continued to preach or ex-
hott on Sabbaths and Sabbath nights; and on
Monday morning my old master would tie me up
and cut my back to pieces with a cowhide, so that
it had never time to get well. I was obliged to
do my work in a great deal of pain from day to

ay.

Thus I lived near a year and a half. One Mon-
day morning my master, as usual, had made my
fellow-slaves tie me to a shade tree in the yard,
after stripping my back naked lo receive the
cowhjde. It was abeautiful morning in the sum-
met time, and the sun shone very bright.—Every
thing around looked very pleasant. He came up
to me with cool deliberation, took his stand, and
Jooked at me closely, bat the cowhide hung still
at big side. His conscience was at work, aad it
was 2 areat moment in his life.

Well Jack, said he, your backis covered all’

over with scars and sores, and I see no place to

begin to whjp. You obstinate wretch, how long

doyou intend to go onin this way?
hy, master, just as long as the Lord will let
me live, was my reply.

Well, what is yeur design in it ?

‘Why, master, in jthe morning of the resurrec-
tion, when my;poor gody shall rise from the grave,
1 intend to show these scars to my Heavenly fa-
ther, as so many witnesses of my faithfulness in
his cause.

He ordered them to untie me, and seat.me to
hoe corn.in the field, Late in the evening he
came along, pulling a weed here, and a weed
there, till he got o me, and then fold me to sit
down.

Jack, said he, I want you to tell me the truth,
You know that for a long time your back has
been sore from the cowhide ; you have had to
work very hard, and are a poor slave. Now tell
me, are you happy or not, under such troubles as
these 7.

Yes, master, I believe I am as happy a man as
thete is on carth. )

Well,Jack, said he, T am not happy. Reli-
gion, you say, teaches you to pray for those that
injure you. Now will you pray for your old mas-
ter, Jack?

Yes, with all my heart, said I,

We kneeled down, and I prayed for him.—IHe
<came again and again to me. I prayed for him
in the field till he found peace in the blood of the
Lamb. After this we lived together like brothers,
in the same church. On his death-bed he gave
me my liberty, and told me to go on preaching
as Jong as I lived, and meet him at the last in
heaven. :

I have seen, said Jack, many Christians whom
Tloved, but I have neverseen any I loved so well
as my old master, Ihope I shall meet him in
heaven.—West. Chr. Adv.

INFLUENCE OF SOLAR ECLIPSES.
M. Araco, in his account to the Academy of
Sciences of the solar eclipse of the 8th July last,
stated that he had often heard accounts of birds
dying from the mere jofluence of an eclipse of
the sun ; but could scavcely credit the statements
as they could-oaly di: from fear: and the diss

e the lesson he had learned himself |

chiarge of a gun ought to frighten them much
mofe, and yet it is certain that it does not kill
them, ubless they are actually hit. One of M.
Arago’s friends made the following experiment :
He placed five linnets in a cage, they were lively
and active, and fed up to the moment of the
eclipse ; when the eclipse had terminated three
of them were dead. i

A dog was kept feasting from morning ; im-
mediately before the eclipse he was offered food
and fell on it greedily : but when the dusk com’
menced he suddenly ceased eating. '

The horned cattle in the fields scemed affect-
ed with a kind of vague terror; during the eclipse
they lay down in a circle, their heads being ar-
ranged toward the circumference, asifto face a
common danger. "

The darkness influenced even the smallest ani-
mals. M. Fraisse observed a number of mice
which were running briskly, become suddenly
still when the eclipse began.

ENGLISH SAILORS BAPTIZING NATIVES.
Rev. Joun WiLLtanms, the martyr Missionary,re-
cords the following in his interesting books on
the South Sea Islands :

The day we reached Upolo, natives from va-
rious parts of the island approached us, saying
that they were ¢ sons of the word,” and that they
were waiting for the ¢ religion-ship of Mr. Wil-
liams to bring them Missionaries.”
these we perceived two Englishmen. Upon be-
ing admitted on hoard, and learning who I was,
thinking that it would afferd me pleasure, they
began to describe their exploits in tuming people
religious, as they termed it. Wishing to obtain
all the information I could from these men, Iin-
quired the number of their converts, which they
stated to be between two and three hundred ; and
having asked how they effected their object, one
of them said, <« Why, Sir, I goes ahout and talks
to the people, and tells ’em that our God is good,
and theirs is bad ; and when they listens to me, |
makes *em religion, and baptizes *em.” ¢ Sure,”
I exclaimed, ¢¢ {ou baptize them, do you? how
do you perform t
ed, < takes water, dips my hands in it, and cros-
ses them in their foreheads and in their breasts,
and then T reads a bit of a prayer to ’em in Eng-
lish,” ¢ Of course,” I satd, ¢ they understand

ou.”” ¢ No,” be rejoined, *but they says they
nows it does ‘em goed,”? :

Horrip CaNNIBALISM.—The Rev. R. Maun-
sell, writing from Waikat-Heads, New Zealand,
under date of July 12th, 1841, and speaking of
his visit to Lake Taupo, says, I was just in time
to meet a party returning from the Western coast,
to which place they had proceeded to seek sa-
tisfaction for the death of sixty of their number,
who had been slain in a late invasion b{ them of
that neighborhood.  Providentially the people
of the vﬁlages‘had timely notice, and fled. Dis-
appointed of a living subject on whom to wreck
their fury, they assailed the dead, and incredi-
ble as the fact may appear, I ean solemnly
avouch for its truth, exhumed two bodies, that
had been recently buried, washed off the putri-
fied parts, and ate them! Taupo is now, howe-
ver, the last resort of genuine heathenism in this
island ; so will its dark places very soon shlne
with the Gospel light, which is now pouring
forth with such mighty power through the lengtﬁ
and breadth of the land. : ‘

SUMMARY OF NEWS.

In one of|

at ° ¢« Why, Sir,>* he answer- of

" ¥ Anaddress of congratulation to His Excellen-
¢y Sir Charles Metealfe from the inhabitants of Mon+
treal, is now lying for signature at the News-room.
We understand that the Address expresses-a hope
that his Excellency’s Government may be as succees-
ful here asit was in Jumaica and India, and that it
may be in the power of the signers to accord in the
measures which His Excellency may adopt in the pre-
sent difficult aspect of nflairs. Al should sign it.

DETAILS OF THE LATE EARTHQUAKE.

Extract from amost cppalling Lelter, from a gen-
llemaf{ in the West Indics, to his j"mnd in Ho-
lifax—dated St. John's, Antigua, Feb. 22,
1843,

1 shall now proceed to givelyou some faint iden
of the late most awlully dreadlul, andmost appalling
Earthquake, which visited this and the neighbouring
fslands. On Wednesday forenoon, the 8th instant, at
tbout 23 minutes to 11 o’clock, the inhabitants cf this
town were thrown into a most terrific state of alarro
and dismay—the most intense and absorbing that bhu~
man beings were ever callcd upon to witness and ens
dure—by the most alarmingly protracted and desola-~
ting calamity, that hag beep expericnced ia this por-
tion of the globe, unparalleled in its severity, extreme-
Iy protracted in its duratiop, and most destructive
in its effects,~—having in Jess t}zg_m three minutes laid

rostrate or otherwise materially injured almost every
guildin , both in town and country—particularly
those of stone and brick, those of wood being but par-
tially deteriorated by the foundations giving way.

“¢“With very few exceptions, out of one hundred
and fifty estates on this Island, all the mills and
other works are now a heap of spbbish, the most of
the dwelling houses and all the churches in the
country laid flat on the ground. I could pot hazard
an opinion as to the amount of loss, which however
is momentous, nor can it be properly ascertaiped vn-
til we see how much of the crop may'be saved. This
Island appeared lo be in a_very flourishing state be-
fore the occurrence of this frrightful convulsion,—the
ll:eav c:’op on the ground estimated at gbout 18,00Q

sheads.

1 was up in my chember alter breakfast, in the
act of putting on clean linen, when the first quaking
the earth commenced. 1 sprang instantly to the
street, with nothing on me but my pantaloons and
shirt, and, oh ! the beart-s polling scene that there
presented itself : erowds of human beings huddicd to-
gether, high and low, rich god poor, black, coloused,
and white, in one common mass—praying, shricking,
and strugglingjin the last agonizing pangs of despair 3
then indeed there was no respect of persons, the proud
and high-minded European clinging for support in
the moment of danger, on the arms of the sable Afri-
can, the onee degraded aud bound slave, supporting
the trembling and tottering frame of his old and se-
vere taak-master. Maszive stone and drick Buildings
were tumbling to pieces on both sides, the solid and
rocky ground shaking in the most horrifying and eon-~
vulsive state of agitation, the very earth herself burat~
ing her writhing bowels, and splitting in every direc
tion, like the opening planks of a frail bark, when
tossed to and fro oi the heaving bogom of a raging
and tempestuous? ocean, emitting volumes of sulphu-
rous smoke, roaring out in the moat thundering sourds
of deafening noise—in trembling’expectation of being
in in one moment swallowed up alive in the gloomy
and dark abyss. And, ch! what a heart-quivering
intensity of fecling we endured, in that awfuﬂly-drcad
moment, when about to be hurricd, unprepared, into
the august presence of an offended God—1t was then
in very deed that we witncssed and endured the ter-
rible end of time, ¢ the wreck of matter and the crush
of worlds,”’—as such we truly felt it, butit were vain
and idle, and even presumptuous to attempt to do
what no language can, totransfuse into the minds of
others, any correct notion of this mysterious visita-
tion ofprovidonce 3 let us bow with entire resignaticn
to the will of God, and humbly submit to the chas-

The Kingston Statesman of the 12th inst. states, that;
in consequence of the rumours lately afloat respect-
ing the removal of the Seat of Government from
Kingston, a deputation from the magistrates, con-
sisting of Messrs. Cartwright, Smith and Counter,
waited upon His Excellency, to kaow if there was
any foundation in fact for such rumour, and also to
sce il His Excellency had received apy definite in-
structions prior to his leaving home, from the Impe-
rial Government, relative tg the permanent seat of
the United Canadian Provincial Government.
. The Statesman adds, that His Exceliency gave the
doputation to understand that thero was not the
slightest foundation for said rumour, and that when
any armngenents, different from those in existence,
Id be in contemplation relative to the locality of
the Seat of Government, no time would be lost in
communieating them to the public.— Tyanscript.

It will be scen that nothing is said respecting ¢ de-
finite instructions’ as to pecmanency.

CANADA.—TH® SEAT OF GOVERNMENT.—|

ti t of the Almighty. .

¢ What cause of thank(ulness to o mereifu} provi-
dence, for the preservation of our own lives—when
we hear of the most melancholy loss of life and total
.usmihilnﬁon of property, in the next Island, Guada~
1dupe,~—over five thousand beings are missing—thrae:
thousand dead dodies have slready been dug out of.
the ruins-—and over one thousand in the most lacera~
ted and hopeless state of existence——the beautifuf
little town of Point a Petre, now o mass of rubbish,
and completely desertcd by the inkabitants—but ]
must' clese this long letter, the brig sails forthwith
and you will perceive by my pen that T have not ye‘
got wholly over the mervous excitement caused by
the awful scene.” .

Price oF A Szave.—In the districts neafwhere
the ¢« model farm*’ was established by the Niger
expedition, the price of a slave varies from eight
pounds to twenty-four shillings ; and in times of
%reat distress, some were sold Tor about ninepeuce,
bildren weve sold for ten yams apiece |




