e .
‘Aopoly followed another in 2 rapid fuc-
- ceffien, withour any advantage; they
were purfued with grecdinefs, ‘without a
plan,or any means (o carry them into ex/
‘ecution. -All -thefe different companics
‘fuccefively ruined themfclves ; and the.
flate Was no gainer by théir Jofi. Thefe
‘numereu: “expeditions had - coft, France
.more'men, more moan€y, and more fhips,
than other ffates would have expended in
the foundation of great empires. At laf
Samuel de Champlain went a confiderable:
way upthe river 3t Lawrence; ang in
1608, upon, the borders of thit river haid-
the foundation of Quebec,¢ which becams
‘he origin, center, and capical, ¢f New.
ranceor Capada. '
The unbounded track that opened ixfeif
to the vizw of this colony, difcovered only
. dark, thick and deep foresls, whofe height
-alone was 3 proof of their -satiquity.
Numberlefs large rivers came down from
a confiderable diftance to warer thele im-
menfe ‘regions, - The intziveis between
them were felt. of lakes. -Four of thefe
mealered from two to five handred lesgies
in circemferinee. Thefe fort of inland
§cas communicated: with each cther ;. and
their waters, after forming the great river
5t..Lawrence, corfiderably increafid the
bed of the ocesn. -Every thing in this rede’
- partofthe new world appeared diardé and
fublifne, .. Wiature here difplayed fueh Jux.-
mriancy and majefly as commuanded verie-
ration ; and a thoufand “wild rraces, far
fupericr to the artificial beauties of our
- climatés. Fiere the imagination of a

Painter or 2 poet would have been raifed, |

-animated, and filled with thofs ideas
wvhich .leave 2 lating imprefMon on the
" amiadi ' Alltaefe couriries 21haled an air
“Er o ‘prolong life.  This tempserature,
‘which fiom the pofition of the climase
- muit have been extremsly pleafar:, loft
H5thing of it: whalefomenef: by the feve.
rity 'of a long and intenfe winter, “fhofe
who'impute this merely. to the, woods,

fprings, and mountains, with which this

- country ahounds, have nét taken every

“thing inio cenfideration. Others add to-

“-thefe caufes of the celd, the elevation of
the land, a pure arrial atmofghere, fzldem
Jozded with vapeurs, and. the dire&ion of
thewinds,which blow from norh to fouth

“over feas'always frozen. . '
UIne 1626, the: Freach - had

Mvfetched fcttlements, (vrrounded  with

~pales. The largeft of thefe’ conrained a;
"bout fifty inhabitants, including men, wo-

wmenand children. The climate. had not

R
-

¢ Queleis, in the Indian Algosquin len-
guege; ferificsa firait, Ikid, poga: .

Hifforical Accomnt = =

»

" fhenld beft premcie theie interefl,

trade,

‘diim of the fan.c trade in France:
Jafl fuveur granted them, wes the frecans. |

anly ‘three”

td defiruflive to the people fens there: NG ATCTN
o pive thiem “ay-muchrcltared—land—

L

’I:fzeugh f'cvr}e, ft wab '\-'vholc_fon-ie; ';'33 ‘

the turoprans ftrergthenedaheir copfting

tions withekt endarperivg ther Jivee,
“The litzle progrfs they madz way éovirely
owipg ‘to an cxclulive cempany. whote

chief fefigns wercaot {o much interdid
tocreate a natienal power in Canada, ay -

to. cnrich themfilves by the fur. trage,

“This evil moght have bech immedistaly rp)

meved, by atolithing this moropaly, ang

allewing a frec teade; tutit was notthen

time to adept-fo fimple a theory, 7The

- They gave trem he difpofal of the fee

tlements that were cr thould be formed in

Carnada, togeither wih a power of furtify.

ing and governing thammy they thaughe

praoper, and ¢f making was or peace, 2

whole 1rade by fea 3nd land wias allowed

them for a termy of Afteen years, except’

the ced and whale fifteried, whith were
left openwoall. The bexver srdall the fur
trade wasgranted to the zompany {or cver.

To all theie were »dded further coceu.

government, however, chofe to employ a
niore numcrous atfotiiticn, compfrd of -
men cf greater propony and credit, '

T he

ragémenis. - The king mace the compuny -

a prefent of two Lrge fhips, confifiirg of

feven huadred men: Twelve ¢f the prin.
cipal were rzifed o the rank of nebitity,

Gertlemen, acd cven the clagy, sheady

too rich, were invited to fharc in this

The cempany were allowed the -

literty of fending and exyorzing all kinds

of commodatirs and menchandize, free of
any duty whatfeever. A perfon who X«
erefed ary trade in'ths celuny for tha
fpace of (ix-years, wa entitled to the free.
The

uy ef ail grods manufalurd in thefs.

diftunt region<s This firguls, - privilega

_gave the warhmen ¢f New krance an in.

firite advantige ever thede of the mrother
country. w! o vaureincumbored with a va-

“ricty of daties, leruer: of maflor thip, charges

for Tamps, ard 3il the impediments

which ipnorance and avarics had imelti.
: - . ]

plied switheut end,

© In return for fo fiamy marks ef parth-

- hty, the company, which had 3 capital of

2 hur:dred thoufard croswvns,d tngaged to
bring into the cclupy, in the year 1628,

whichwas the 812 yedethey enyr yed their,

privilege, twa or three hurd ed aptificers.

of fuch trades as were frteft for-their pur-
pofe : And fixreen teuland .meo before

-

the year 1643. They weictoprovide themy

viith fufficient lodging 1nd beard, 1o mai
tain them forithree years, snd.afterwar

.



