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Copy. of the Petition of the Friends of the People in
London, read in the Hoyfe-of Cominons on the 6th of
May 1793. o | |

TO THE HONOURABLE THE COMMONS:OF GREAT-BRITAIN,
‘ IV PARLIAMENT 4SSEMBLED, o

. THE MUMBLE PETITION, &C, '
SHEWETH, W - o .
HAT by the form and {pirif of the Britifh Conftituticn, the King is
velted with the fole Executive Power., L :

That the Houfe of Lords conlifts of Lords Spiritnal and Temporal, de’
riving their titles and confequence either from the Crown or from Hérea
ditary Privileges. ' R R

That thefe two Powers if they afted without Controul, would form ei=
ther a defpotic Monarchy, or a dangerous Oligarchy, o oo

That the wifdom of our ancefltors hath contrived, that théfe authorities.
may be rendered not only harmlefs but bencficizl ; and be exercifed for the -

~fecurity and ‘happineflsof the ‘People. | o Co oo

That this fecurity and happinefs are to be looked for in the introdut
tion of a third eftate, diftinét from. and a cheek upon the other two bran-
ches of the fegiffature, created by reprefenting, and refponfible to the peo- .
ple themfelves. ' o : S

That fo much depending upon the prefervation .of this third eftate, in
fuch its conftitational ‘purity and ftrength, your petitioners are reafonably
Jealous of whatever may appear to. viviate the one, or to impair the other. . -

- That at the prefent day, the Houfe of Commons does not fully and
fairly reprefent the people of England, which confifteatly with what your
petitioners canceive to be the principles of the conflitution, they confider
as a grievance, and therefore, with ‘all becoming refpett, kay. their .com« .
plaints before your Honourable Houfe, P ' L
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