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Copy of the Peition of the Friends of the People in
London, read in the Hozfe-of .Commoniz on thè 6th of
May 1793.

TO TfHE -HONOURABLE THE COMMONS OF GREAT-BRITAIN,
IN PARLIAMENT IISSEMBLED..

THE HUMBLE 'PETITION, &C.
SHEWE-'HI

T HIAT by the forn and fpirit of the Britifh Confilitution, the King le
vefled with the fole Executive Pover.

Th'at the Houfe of Lords conlifins of Lords Spiritual and Temporal, de-
riving their titles and confequence either fron the Crown or from Here-
ditary Pfivileges.

That thete two,Powers if thev aed without Controul, would form ci.
ther a defpotic Monarchy, or a dangerous Oiigârchy.

That the wifdon of our anceftors hath contrived, that thèfe authorities
niay bc rendered not o3nly harinlefs but bencficial ; and be exercifed for the
fecurity and'happi nefsof the People.
That this fecurity and X.1appinefs are to be looked for in the introdu&

tion of a third effate, diftinà from. ani a check upon the other two bran-
ches of the 1egiflature, createc by reprefenting, and refporifible ta the peo-
ple themfelvcs.

Thsat f much depending upo,1 thé prefervation .of this third eflate, in
uchu its con Ritutional -purity and ftrength, your petitioners are reafonably

jealous of whatever rnay appear to. viuiat'e the one. or ta impair the other.
That at the prefent day, the Houfe of Commons does not fully and.

fairly reprefent the people of England, which confinfently-with what your
petitioners cdnceive to bc the principles Qf the con fitution, they cônfider
as a grievance, and therefore, with ýall becorping ,refpef, lay their .com-
plaints before your Ionur'able Houfe.
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