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TIIE UNION OF ODS PEOPLE.

NO. .
With the statoent of oir Saviour before u8 tis

fountd in Luike xi. 17-18: l Every kingdoi divided
against itself is brotiglit to desolation, and a holise
divided against a house falleth. If Satan also be
divided against hiiiiself, hoiw shall his kingdom
staud?" And our Lord's prayer as recorded in
John xvii. 20-21: " Neither pray I for these alonte,
but for then also whicl shall believe on ne through
tieir word: that t/uy ALL ay be, one, as thon,
Father, art in ie and I in thec, that they also nay
be ene in us, that the world may believe that thou
hast sent me;" and imany other statements in the
the Word of God of like inport, it would lardly
be thouglt possible that it should ever be neces-
sary for teut to write on this subject. But vlie
we look arutind us and sec the divided condition
of the professed followers of our blessed Saviouîr,
and sce how teniacioisly each holds to his party;
vlenî we sec how mtch more peuople are willing te

do to keep up thteir party than to advanîce the
truth of God, pure and simple; whnct we sec that
the work of division began in the days of the
Apostles, and was 1rebuked by thein; whten we sec
htow iumuch more it costs to naintaint se imanity sects
tait it wouîld the ee citurel, und ltow mucht less

is accotilishied by theim, the subject appears to be
one of greait importance. Tie position which we
as a people occupy oit this suject is what makes
"lour- liand against every mani and every man's
hand against us,' and w then ive cease to work for
titis there is le reason that 1. at least, can sec wiy
we shouîld maaintain a separate existence. hVlaiit
are we doing to break down the walls that separ-
ate those who love the samte Lord?

The first thing to be decided in the examination
of this question is: I it «, stuteof thii Io be de-
sired? I can remember the time wien it vas
argued by very iany that it vas tite vill of God
that there shiould be n great miany different
churches teaching as miany different doctrines, so
that every mimlu and w'omanîî could find a congential
place-a place vhtere his views would correspond
wîith those with whoi lie shotld be associated.
This plea is not now se generally put forth. In-
deed we find very inany now who secim to think it
au great sin te b- divided, but who do not appear
te have any definite plan upon which tltey are
working te bring about the unity spoken of by our
Lord. They sonictiies itake speeches favoring
union; but are thiey willing to give up anything te
bring themselves nearer te Christ, and thereby
neaîrer t eaci other? There is, however, in all
this, evidence of a desire for union, and that de.
sire is evidently on the increase. Certainly, what-
ever God lias taugltt lis in His Word is rigit, and
therefore desirable. What theni do we lind on this
subject in the Word of God ? Paul says, " Now
I beseechî yot brethren, by the nane of our Lord
Jesus Christ, thamt ye all speak the same thing, and
that there be no dici.'ions mngM(,, you, but that ye
be perfectly joined together in the saine mind and
in the sane judgment. . . Now this I say that
every one of you saith, I ami of Pautl, and I of
Apollos, and I of Cepitas, and I of Christ: is Christ
divided? Vas Paul crucified for yon? or were ye
baptized in the iaie of Paul? . . . And I
brethren could net. speak iunto yo as unîto
spiritual but as unto earnal, evei as into babes in
Christ. . For ye are yet carnal, for whercas
there is am g you, enraying 7end trife' and d/iriioIs,
are yc not earnal and walk as men?" (1 Cor. 1-3.)
Again Paul says te hi b.ethretn at Roie, " Be of
the saine mind one towardaiotier." (Rm.xii.10.)
Many other passages inighit be brouglt te show
that it is desirable, but we vill close this part of
the investigatitn by citing you te th( prayer of
our Lord as recorded in John xvii. I do net think
there can be a doubt but witat the desire of our

carried Ie over se mnîîy depths that I kinow lis
aria to be the armi of love." How can that b dark
ini wlici God's child is te have the accoiplish-
ment of the longinîg desire of his life? low can

It be uar to comne In contact withi theo littorIlthon, w'e are bounfd te pray for it, and w'ork - n
it, tee. If, then, there is anytig we believe It is " ls rod," lis staiff," thereforo they "com-

anythig we teach, anoythig wc do, that stands fort e." Prove Hii-prve lim now, believer. It

in the way of such a union, let us give up that b privilege te o se. It will h precious t
lief, let us drop that teachiig, let us put away that lMin te support youtr wcakness; prove that vhen
doin, lowev eaity beto us.putaytt wneak, then are you strong; that you iay be secure.doitîg, bowvct' dear it nay ho te lis.e

But now hanving settled te question of te dc Iis strength shall be perfected in your perfect

sirability of suchC a union among those who love wveakness. Omnipotent love imust fail before one

God, another question comes up. Is it attainable? of lts sheep can perisht. ' Foi," says Chtrist,
Looking nt the religious world witli its many diff- " Nn atpluc out o My ha.
cret sets al ei i and My Fater are one," therefor, wo miay
diffcrent creeds, teaching different doctrines boldly say, " Yen, though I walk througli the.
and even opposite doctrines; organized witlt valley of the sliadow of death, I will fear ie cvil,
different odicers; sorme practising adult bap- for thon art with me." L. M. N.

tisi, somue infant sprinkling; seulo cone- Deer Island, N. B., March 21st, 1886.

tending for sprinkling, sone pouring; sote im- ---
mersion for baptisi; soute holding that baptismn is A NNUA L MEET ING OF TIH E LIADIES>
essential oven te the salvation of min infant, others AID SOCIETY OF COBURG STREET
saying they believe you can go te heaven just as Ci UReCi.,
wvell w«ithout it as with it, and if wve judge fron PRE5XDENT'S AMILESs.
thoir action in the matter they think youî ean go SiRseEN yeADDREs.
botter without it; and muany other differences that iveters amndfriends-A year lias rolled away since
miglit be pointed out,-it would seem as thouigh wace from fce to face c caonnS rend your
wec mighit answer this question in the negative. g
But wlien wve turn te the Word of Gxod, the teact. itoughts te know whether you feel like saying,.
in)g of the Divine Spirit, it appears in a very difer- Go forward!" but we can raise our hearts to our
ent light. Whceor Lerd and Saviour had pur- heavenly Father, who knows all about our work;
chased our redemptiont and had become ti pro- if ve have dene our best; if wc have been faithful

pitiation for our sins and for the sins of the whole te our promises of one year ago; if we have made
world, He sent His chosen ons-His apostles-out tus mnany sacrifices te ho alw«ays present at the mmeet-
to establish His kingdom; He gave Peter the keys ings, te have sonething to say to interest others,
of the kingdom. with power to bind and loose; He keep our own hearts warm, and, above ail,.
saCid in sending tei eut, "lHe thaS believeth and whether we have kept burning ipon the altar our

is baptized shall be saved, hie itat believott meS prauyers. Our Saviour left uts the watchword for
shall be dainied," or as expressed in Ris teachin all times and seasons, " Wattcl and pray."
to Nicodemus, "Except a man he boru of water To.night do ve cone together to renew our
and the Spirit ie cannot enter into the kingdom of coveant with Qed and witl cah othter Is thier
God." No whe oeof our number wishîing te draw back? Mo-
Apostles, guided by the Spirit, worked under these thinks I hear the emphatic No! Nol from ,cry
instructions of the Saviour fromt the first Pentecost sister; mastead w«e pledge ourselves anew te the
after His ressurection and ascension till the year w gork.

A. D 90 andin ll toseyeas th unon peadd We glance along the roll call and find two haveA. 1). 90, amîd ir. all titose yoars te union plinded C
for wvas maintained, and we find siiply the charch, gne home. Te aged mother wtih her foot tonu-
tho churc/ of God, or t/t churc/es of Chrid. Tue ing the river repeats the hymn,
only law of the church in al those years wvas the The heur of nmy departue' come,
law« of the Spirit of Life in Christ Jesuis as taugltt I lîar te voice tluat cails me hîotnc."
by the Spirit in the apostles. We have not an The youmgcr niother denth frocs fro'u sufferiag
account of a church with a different nme, or a mmd pain, sUll ier lîcart ycnmns fer those lf Sh-
different law, or creed, or different oflicers or a hind. But, mouraîng eues, lcavei wili kecp your
diTrent baptisim. Wliat has ben attained may Srensu- safely. Sotac of our milliber have been.
be attained again. I think wve may now answer cal'd te mmurm. To yoî Christ ays, " Biessed.
this question in the affirmative. arc they tat mouma for tltoy shah ho coniforted."

J. A. GATV.s. About 20 years have passot sime the moiement
lcTete, Marcit 22ad, 18S6. of Tomangs work foer doman feas originat d ing

Saviour, as expressed in this prayer, is something " FOR THJOU ART W17'1I ME."
that all Christians should desire. What did Ho
pray for? "Iloly Father, keep through thine own Do yon know the swcetness, the security, the
namno those whom thou has given me, that thy strength of " Thon art with me,*' when antici-

imayj be one as t ho arl." Thisq wvas the prayer of pating the solenn hour of death, when the soul is

Jesus for ias apostes. For thiose whionm te ready to halt and ask, "1 low shall it be?" Can

Father had given I im. Those ho were not of you turn im soul-affection to your God and say,

the world, as He vas not"Thr is nothing în death te harm mc while thy

that they may be one as tHe tend His Father arc lve is left to m1e?" Cai you say, Il O death,.

one. This is a very close union, even closer than here is thy stog?" It is said when a bec has left

the union between a man and his wife. But its sting in any one, it has ne more pover to harin.
Death lias loft its sting in the hunanity of Christ,these are set ail whoin lie prays for. In the ti and lias no more pover to harma His child. Christ'sverso lic says, bNeitier pray n for thcse hon, but victory over the grave is lis pcople's victory.for tlw, ley o «180ito s7hall belicce oie glie tliotgltlc"t tîtîti îtoait>nawt o, hse. hit

or, tat thy al may on, as tho, ather tht moment I am ith you, whisprs Christ.

art in me and I in thec, that they also saay b on sia "Thesame arm you have proved strong mid faith-
arhat he wor1ldma beieve tha bc tho ha ful all the way up through the Cwilderness,ws that tîto world nay bclicvc titat thton hastlas icrfactioguyoiiivotebcî

senIt me." hias never failed, thoughl youe have often beeni

For what did Jesus pray ? First, that lis forced to leani ou it all your wcakiess." "l On this

apostles iight be one, and then that all who be- arm," answers the believer, "'I feel at rest; w'ith
i soul.confidence I repose on my beloved; for Re-

lieve on hi throgl tnei. nord wniglt h does as lias supported me throuîgh many trials, fron thede 11( lus Father vere elle. Atd h ly dies ?L t
A ,.: el, ,., lý .*. T * & .e T . contemplation of which I shuddered. He lias
esl re S cSe unl Onl s en o our or s own

aniiswer: l iat the corli mauy beliere that thou
haet sent me." Would we like for the world
to believe this glorious truth ? I know wve
w'ouîld. Then certainly it is desirable. Surely,

:


