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NO CONFIDENCE IN THE).

Could, we should }ike to know, there be
any more deflmite announcement made
that the citizens of Vidtoria iave no con
fidence in their municipal authorities than
the vote of fhursday last, when thiee out |
of four important money by laws were re
jected by the ratepayers? The vote polled
was exceeedingly small, not as many as 30U,
individual voters thinking it worth their:
while to turn out, The amount to bor- |
row which the people’s sanclion was!
sought, was. in the aggregate, 390,000, for

sewerage, educational, electric lighung.
and park fmsprovement purposes.  Thel

city fathers were entrusted with the 355,
000 for edueational purposes and that not
to he expended by them, hut tohe disposed

of by the school trustes«. & number of |
whom are the nominees of the Govern |
ment, and the others the elect of they
We have said that notl 700 voters !
turned out to vote, for cach voter had ai

people.

voice on cach of the propasitions, the tota! .
vote on each of which was as follows:
Sewerage by-law, 62i: clectrie lighting,
G3l ; educational, 662. park, 0.  The
total majoritics axainst the by lanws were
(71, and, in thewr favor, 51,
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emphatically given by the volers of the
ety ?

SUING THE DOMINION.

There is one individuat who is mani !
erease of less than S6,L00. Public deposits

festly of the opinion that the publie ore
worth suing, no matter how poor a ease
he may have. Levis P Fairbanks, who has
soue interest in a cannl connecting lali-
fax with Shubenneadie is suingg the Do-
miaion Governm=nt for two hundred
thousand dollars damages, alleging that
he had suffered great loss because naviga-
tion had been iaterfered with by the gov-
ernment building a bridge across the

“eanal,  We have said that the canal con-

neets the two points, we ought tosay it
did so, forty yeirs ago, when it was aban.
doned, being paralleled by a railroad,
which threw it into disuse. What the
Dominion has t3 do with that we fail to
see, nomatser Fow good the cla‘m might
e been before Confederation, when
Nova Scotian legislation caused it to be
paralleled.

There may, we admit, be possibly some
claim for the value of the land reqnired
for the «ite of the bridge, ar it is to be
hoped that the Courts will see their way
clear to norauit Mr. Fairbanks, otherwise
there is no knowing 1o what extent the
Dominion may be brought into the Courts
on the were hope possibly that the Govern
ment, which is a'ways able to meet elaims
mzaiust it, ma)y be inclined to compromise
in order 1o avoid a trial or to satisfy the
fictitious claims of iudividuals whose
votes at election times count for some-
thing.

THE BANK STATEMENT.

i
|
« In ity analysis of the Bunk state

jment for April the Montreal Irade B
cicr says that it shows that the Banks

We give these figures for our readers to “have not only been strengthening them-
think about. merely asking if any such !selves, but have been directing their
votes of Inek of cantidence were ever re | funds into the chaunels of trade, with.
corded agains! any other elective body by drawing them for the purpose from the
their constituents. thev world remimn in . various branches of investment which
ollice any longer?  What is the utility of - during the guiet winter scason offer a
an organization. which. comparatively . source of revenue. * © The steength-
fresh from the polls. has had recorded eningof their reserves indicates possibiy
against it sueck a vore of disapproval # W - that the bLanks are on the look-out for
must ennfess that. we had jormed in ad  squalls, althougzh due no doubt largely

vaince a favoralile opinion of the present
Couneil, helieving that there was suflicient
goad bloodin it andsutheicnt prcticability
about it 1o render it an eflicient and eftec
tive organization: bhut we have Leen
disappointed.  Thev have been, with one
or {wWo excepfions, 190 great falkers and
not warkers as thev oupht to have heen.
They have bheen mouths without  hands,
maintained a2 vast expense. They have
been living nud hively vopresentatives of
officialdom on a smali seate Thev have
Kept up at the public east a laree num.
bier of comparativety useless walking gen
tlomen, while the working ~tatf  the men
who have been accustomed to i our
drains and keep our roadwavs m order

have been dismisced hoeause therve was
no money te maiatain statls of hath work
ingmen and gentlemen,  In ouropinion, 1t
is jusi atout time that an end were put ro
this kind of thing. Whicl: of the coun

to the fact that they were preparning for
their annual staccments,  Altogether, the
s Bank statement for Apr) is one which
15 ennnently satisfactory, especially  as
rcompared with the coundition of affairs
in the Laited Hiatesand Australin.”
With respect te the tiares 1t 1s pointed
out that with regard to the reserves
there is o desivable mncrease in specic
and Donnnmon notes, amounung i the
onr casc 1o about JIiSH,WW aund in the
othier to Si,000. o total ancrease of nbout
RIG20.60. Notes and cheques of other
banks show a deciine of over JG62,000 2
forcign investuients have been reduced
10 I17, 165,455, the decrease for the month
being over three and a quarter millions.
From  Buitish  balances  nearly  two
millions bave been withdrawa while eall
loans have been further diminished by
nearly SL20000.  Current loans show
jan increase of about §2,000,000, and over-

s eillors will be the fiest to take the hint so due debts have been reduced by nearly

$2147,000,

Circulation fell off $787,810 during the
month, but Provincial and Dominion
Government deposits show an increase
of nearly $360,000, while pubhic deposits
on demand, which showed a decline the
vrevious month, now show a small in-

payable after notice continue to increase
nccording to the usual ddition of a
million per month, the increase for April
being slightly over that figure. Foreign
indebtedness shows an it crease of §12,000,
while our indebtedness in Great Britain
has been reduced by over $31C,000, stand-
ing at 86,101,617,

THE ARBITRATION.

A« the Irishman might be expected to
say, Sir Charles Russell, in his argument
before the Behring's Sea Arbitration Court,
made a holy show of the claims and pre-
tensions of the American counsel who had
preceded him —Messrs. Phelps, Carter and
Coudert. 1le showed the utter fallacy of
their arguments, eschewed all metaphysi-
cal discussion and, from facts bevond
controveriy and by the application of the
principles of law and cquity, demonstrated
that the course of the Amcricans had been
utterly unwarranted. They had, in fact,
been the aggressors, Great Br tain having
been wronged by the scizures, while her
~overeighly had been invaded and her
rights upon the high seas set at naught.
President de Coureelles, who had pre-
viously complimented U. §. Counsel
Carter, felt constrained to highly eulogize
the Briti-h representative, which he did
in the following pertinent remarks: “Sir
Charles, the vigor and incisiveness of your
argunient have been fully appreciated. We
feel that Eagland has done houor to this
tribunal when she chose as her counsel in
this memorable case, one of her ablest and
most powerful lege * debaters.”

SEALING.

Referring to the Order-in-Council pro-
hibiting sealing in Behring Sea until
May 1. 1801, the Monclary Times ob.
serves s “This means that no plan for
the rexulation of sealing which might be
agreed upon between the Lnited Siates
and Great. Britain could go into effect
this year. 3But the delay ought not 10 be
ex.ended beyond  the dale mentioned.
Iu the meantime, sealers have to Iay up.
‘Ta what extent sealing: will be restricted,
in future, by any regulation agreed upon,
no onc can foresee with cert:unty; the
British argument against the pretended
illegality of sesling in the ccean bears
principally on the past: what may be
done in future OF agreemcnt is another
matter, but absolute prohibition is not
likely to rccvive the assent of Great
Britain.” We sxy most certainly that
the delay in comingto some understand.
ing should not be longer delayed. There
has been too wuch of it already as our
sealers know to thewr discomfort and loss,

SaN Frasciseo is tatking of a World's
Fair about Christmay, in the Lope that
quantitics of exhibits at Chicago can be
nduced to come that way.



