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CANADIAN DRUGGIST.

Correspondence.

The Editor dues not hold himsell vesponsible for the
3 5 Y
of conresy nts,
'Cone\poudcnu must in all cases send name and address,
not necessarily for publication.

Bditsr CANADIAN DRUGLIST &

PDear  Sir,—Much has Dbeen said,
through the medium of the Canapiax
Drugaist, mostly by editorials, regarding
price-catting, but always with regard to
the upholding of old standard prices, and,
with your permission, 1 would like to
state a few points from a contrary posi-
tion, as well as to justify my actions, as
reported in a previous editorial of the
CaNaplax DRrucaist, s.e.: A druggist
in one of our western cities, in starting a
new business, has used the cut-rate as s
drawing card,” ctc,

Although remote from you in one
sense, but vet near in this and others,
I have secen the report of the Retailers’
Associatton—a laudable umon for pur-
poses of fellowship and thought, but use-
less in the interest which it 1s promulgat-
ing. It is utterly mpossible, as well as
impracticable, to mmagine that the old-
time methods of the drug profession will
answer the requirements of to.day. It
was once when trades-people and profes-
sions could command a higher price for
goods sold and services done; but the
centralization of trades and increased
competition of these times are bound to
affect the drug trade, as well as more
mundane occupations, and the one vho
is quickest to adapt himself to this en-
vironment is the one who will survive.
One will do the business of four or five,
as it will require more goods to be sokl
at a less profit for maintenance ; and the
surviving ones will have to compete in
patent riedicines as a n.edium of adver-
tisement, to be on a par with other cen-
tralized or department stores. The evil
will not be great, for as many drugs will
Le sold, and when a man hegins to lose
he will run off his siock and go at some-
thing more profitable, thus remedying two
cvils—the overcrowding of the profession
and prejudices of the public against high
prices. The old-time method of charging
seventy-five cents for a prescription, fifty
cents for time, experience, and water, and
twenty-five cents for a good average prafit
on drug and bottle, will have to be sub-

-stituted for the honester and bettermethod

of charging twenty-five cents for the same.
‘I'he druggist not entering the arena of
protection is the one who will have the
start in the survival of the fittest, both by
run and advertisement.

It is not protection we want aganst
department stores, but free competiuon.
In the first place, no legislature would
prohibit their trading in~ drugs, and as
long as there are druggisis whose avarice
and cupidity are greater than then pro-
fessional honor and foresight, so long will
we have to compete with such, which vir-
tually means annihilation to the drug

trade and 2 meagre existence ; as a pro-

fession, likened to doctors’ assistants.

T'herefore it may be well to exercise a
little foresight in establishing a protection,
and within this a fabric greater than at
present, but which eventualiy must fall
and crush many more than at present.

The drug tiade is sure to follow in the
evolutionizing of our trade systems, and it
only remains for those with clearer per-
ceptions to  forestall ity with material
profit 1¢ themselves.

Yours truly,
J. N. Woonwarn.
622 10 626 Westminster Ave,,
Vaucouver, B.C.

Editor Cavabian DrvocisT ¢

Sik,-An article appeared in your
December number in reference to our at-
tempt to stop McKendry & Co. culling
the price of Dr. Chase's remedies,  That
article is calculated to do us mnch harm.
The reference you lend is that our attempt
was not a genuine one,and that the articles
which appeared in the various papers
were inserted by us as advertisements.

In both your suppositions you crr.
Our attempt was genume. You will
readily understand that where prices are
cut below wholesale figures it must neces
sanly injure the wholesale business.  As
for causing the inscrtion of the items in
the press, the annexed documents speak
for themselves.

We first observed the article you refer
to in the Toronwo Vews, and were so
pleased at its tone that we asked the
Globe and Ml Empire, papers in which
we advertise very largely, to notice the
matter also.  ‘T'hat they have charged for
these references we do not know.  But if
ther have, they will certainly be paid.

Theseare the facts of the case and the
only fouudation for your article.  \We re-
gret exceedingly that vou did not take the
trouble to ascertain the real state of affairs
hefore publishing the article in question,
and trust you will give this correction as
prominent a place in the CaNablax
DRUGGIST as you gave the article against
us.

The foliowing docaments speak for
themselves.

Yours truly,
Ebnyaxsoxn, Bares & Co.
‘Toronto, January 4, 1886.

[Copy)
Wi Dovotas, Esg, Manager Newvs,

Sir,—~An article appeared in the Aeos
early in December re our attempt to pre-
vent J. N. McKendry & Co. selling Dr.
Chase’s remedies below wholesale prices.

In a comment on that article the
Caxaniay Drusuistinfers that we caused
the insertion of it as an advertisement.
As far as we know,the first reference to the
matter appearcd n the Newes.

Will you kindly say whether or not it
was an advertisemeat,and what connectinn
we had with its insertion.

Yours truly,
EnymaxnsoN, Bates & Co.
Toronto, Dec. 28th, 1893.

Menses, Edmaason, Rates & Co., a9 Lombasd Street,
lotonto ;

Dear Sies,—In reply to yours of Dec.
28th, 1 have made full inquines. "T'he
item about your firm and J. N. McKen-
dry & Co. was an ordinary picce of news.
It was not paid for by anyoune.

The inferewe the Caxantax Durve
GIST places on it is wholly without
foundation. 1 regret very much that you
should have been unintentionally made
the subject of unjust suspicion.

L0 thus letter s not sufficiently stiong
to satisfy the Caxavian Drucasy, |
have no objection to giving an amidavit
setting forth the above facts, if necessary.

The News rinting Co.
Wit Doucras, Mauager.
Toromo, Nec. 29th, 1893,

{Copy.]

). J. Crabbe, Exq., Manager

Drar S, —Your paper early in De
cember had a comment on our attempt to
prevent McKendry & Co.  cutting the
price of Dr. Chase’s medicines,  “The
CaNabtay Drucaiss assmned that the
article 1n questisn was published as an
advertisement by us  As we do not de
sire to rest under this imputation, would
you oblige us with the facts m a way that
we can publicly use?

Yours, etc.,
Epsanson, Bares & Co.
December 3oth, 1893,

Mesrs, Faimanson, Bates & Co, 4§ Lomlard Streer,
‘Toronto,

Genrremes,—The article you refer to
was not published as an advertisement--
was not paid for by you or any other
person. It was never charged to your
account, or McKendry & Co., nor will it
be

Respectfully yours,
The Evening Star Printing and Pub-
lishing Co. (1.1d.)
H. R. 1.
Toronto, January gih, 1896.

The above letters speak for themselves,
and any comment on them is unnecessary.
Our readers will see that they fully justify
our article in the December issue.

—

“ Fellnin” is the name apphed by K.
Fr. Tollner (Pharm. Z1g.) to a * natural *
medicinal soap, prepared from bLile, and
reccommended against chilblains,  Fresh
hile has long been used, in certain por
tions of Europe, as a domestic remedy
against chilblains : but the very unstable
qualities of the article, and the difficulty
with which it is obtained sufficiently pure,
have prevented its more general employ:.
ment.  Feilitin appears to be bue espe
cially prepared as a remedy against this
annoying complaint. It is said to be
nearly odorless, and very stable.  Merek's
/{t?{)f’.

A new bottle is made which indicates
the hour at which the medicine should be
taken
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