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Every year more and more is done for the com-
fort and convenience of steerage and immi-
grant passengers, and our parties are specially
favoured in this respect. There lias ahnost
ceased to be anything of ', rouglîing it " in cross-
ing the ocean, even in the cheapest way.
Nothing could have been more thoroughly
cosy and comfortable than the quarters speci-
ally reserved for our party Ieaving Liverpool
on the 3 îst of Octobr-a large, roomy com-
partmient, heated wirhi stoves and liglited withi
electric light ; everything scrupulously clean
and neat ; wide berths, of the fuit lengtli, for
everybody, big and littie, with good, thick,
warm blankets, quits ani shieets ; capital
wvashing arrangements, soap and towels in un-
linîited supply, and fresh water in large barrels
standing close to the bowls and kept filled
every day. Ail the food served is of the best
quality, and no limit to quantity-except the
capacity of the consumer. Freslî nîeat twvice
a day-at breakfast and dinner-with potatoes
and fresh bread and butter, flot to mention
such etceteras as jam, marmalade, milk pud-
dings, and plum pudding, known on board as
Ildui" Eveîî oranges have been known to
appear-and disappear-atîougi these were
certainly an extra and flot on the regular bill
of fare. It is flot remarkable tiîat people have
been knowvn to express regret at the approacli-
ing termination of a voyage, and corne to the
conclusion that there are nîany worse places to
live than the steerage of an Atlantic liner.

* Y *

Marveilous, too, hias been the improvernent
in "limmigrant " raiiway travelling during the
past fewv years We iveli remember xvhen an
-immigrant special " on the Grand Truiîk or

Intercolonial railways meant tedious, intermin-
able deiays; frightfully uncomfortable, iii
liîghted, ill-ventilated cars; merciless shakin,
joltîng and knocl<ing about, and an arrival at
last in a state of wveariness, dirt and discomn-
fort, horrible even to look back upon. Trains
of immigrants now spin over the roads as

passenger specials " at anything fromi 35 to
6o miles an hour, and wve revel in lavatory
cars, tourist sleepers, steam heat, vestibule cars,
automatic brakes and Pintsch gas. Comi-
petition lias done nîuclh to effect the change,
but the enterprise and nmanagenment of the
railway comipanies have done more, and we
gratefully express our indebtedness to the of-
ficiais of ail the railway and steamiship comi-
panies xvith wvhomi %ve do business, for their
efforts on our behiaîf, and for the courtesy and
attention wve alînost invariably receive at" their
hands.

To myself personally, one of tle mnost gratifying
features of the past season's wvork lias been the
really excellent conduct and beliaviour among
our boys on board ship. It niighit be iniagincd
that a small armny of boys shut up within the
limited conipass of a ship, with little or no use-
fui occupation to pass avay tlîeir time, would
give an infinite amount of trouble, and be a
piague and nuisance to thenîselves and every-
one else. On the contrarY, ô*ur boys liave
given no trouble xvhatever at any stage of the
jourr'ey. We have had plenty of fun and
plenty of noise at the proper timie, but good
order, perfect discipline, strict attention to
orders, aiîd, tlîroughout the wvhoIe season, not
a single serious or disgraceful oflence. Con-
stantly have wve been complimented by people
who have been our felloiv-passengers on the
good order arîd conduct that lias prevailed, and
1 think it would be liard to find anyone who,
after crossing withi one of our parties, lias taken
away anything but a good impression of Dr.
]3arnardo's boys. 1 feel proud of our boys on
a great inany accounts, but none more so than
their good behiaviour on boardi ship, chat adds
so, mutcli to tue pleasure of our joîîrneys andi
saves so mtich possible trouble and anxiety.

As regards tlîe attitude of the Canadian
public and press to our work, during the past
year, we have flot escaped the usuial outbreaks
of îlh-natured prejudice. The larger and most
influential organs of the press are generally
favourable to us; but anîong the smnaller slîeets,
published in littie country towns, wve sometimes
hear of articles viilifying and abusing the
character of our boys in ternis often s0 utterly
indecent andl scurrilous tlîat they suggest tue
duck pond and thie lîorsewlîip as the best way
of answerini, the wrîters. Behind tliis, how-
evter, thiere are flot wvanting satîsfactory in-
dications tlîat, in spite of ail the efforts to
injure us by nisrepresentation and by mag-
nifying a thousandfold ail our failures and
shîortcoînings, public opinionî is surely and
steadily grouving in our favour. People are
beginîîing to see tue injustice of condenîniing
the wvhole for tue faults of a smîall percentage,
and of braîîdîng us, for exanîple, as a crimîinal
class because a number represeiiting Iess than
one per cent. have been convicted of crime.
As far as we are concerned, we caîî always
point to the farîîîers of the counîtry in refutation
of these attac<s upon our nanie and character.
rhey' have lîad over 25 years' experience of
juvenihe imhmîigrants, and, as a result of this
experience, they want then to-day in three or
four tinies tlîe number tluat caîu be supplied.
Thiis fact cannot lie too stroîîgly iîîsisted upon
as an tîiîaîisverab)le proof thlat our clîildreîî
ha~ve proved tiienselves useful, wortiiy meni-
bers of the comnunity in the past, and that
any opposition to Our work does not arise froni
tlîe class who know us and for wvlose opinion
ive have nîost to care.

Tlie best bit of Home neîvs froni England
is tiîat Dr. h3ariîardo seeiiis wonderfiilly and
coîîîpletely restored to liealtii aîud, if possible,
more full of activities thian ever. To tliose
wvho knowv hini lie is nothing short of a îîarvel
of energy and zeal iii the cause of plîilaîîtlropy.
Vast as are the dimenisions to which thie uvork
lias growvn ini lus hands, lus xvatchiword is still
Iforward." H-e still lears fresi Il voîces froni

Macedonia," aîîd lus talk is of greater efforts
thaii ever, and of stretchîing out lus liands still
further to reachi tliose iii want aîîd suffering,
and to multiply ageicies for usefulîîess. Build
ing, eîîharging and iniproving are the order of
tue day at Stepney Causeway. Tlîe interior of
the great Bower street buildinig is beiîîg largyely
renîodelled to give accommiiodation to several
newv shops and offices, and tlîe Il Homîe " is
nmore tlîan ever complete iii its appointmeîits as
a lîive of industry.

The twenty-iiintli Annual Report of the
wvork of tue Institutions wvas issued to the sub-
scribers a fewv weeks ago. W/e have given
elsewvliere a very brief suniniary of a portion of
its contents to show how wonderful lias been
thie general progreqs of tlie work, and liow re-
markably frieîîds have beeîî raised up to give
their sympathy aîîd support in larger measuire
than ever before.

Tliere are but few changes in the staff oi
the IlHoines," and most of the old familiar
faces are still to be seen. Mr. Anderson re.
muainîs at lus post at Stepney, and, tlîough we
cannot quite say of him, as of the Patriarcli,
that luis eye is not dinimed, as we observe lie
lias to use spectacles, we caîî certainly vouchi
thiat his natural forces, both vocal and nîuscular,
show no sîgli of abatemetît. I ami sure hie
would wish to be nîost kindly remenîbered to
aIl old Stepîîey boys wlîo are readers of Uî's
AND DOWNS.

W/e have a very pleasaîît alunouincenient to
make to oîîr subscribers. Ouîr paper is rio
longer to be tlîe exclusive organ of the boys,
but from the beginniîig of thc ycar we are to

take in the girls, of whom there are now oler
1,500 in the Dominion, and a part of each issue
wîll lie specially devoted to their interests.
We most cordially %velcomie this addition to
our constituency, and we trust tiîat the ciircular
whiclî lias been prepared and sent out by Miss
Code, the secretary of the Girls' Home at
Peterborough, inviting the girls to become sub-
scribers, wvill meet wvith a liberal response. It
will be an additional spur to oiir efforts to rnake
our littie sheet a success, and, xve trust, it will
prove to be of lielp and interest to bothi lads
and( lassie-.

Lt is our deeply painful duty to refer to
wvhat is uinquestîonably the most distressing
event in the liistory of our work froiîn the time
of it-, first establishiment-tlie deatlî of the
poor boy George Everett Green and the sub-
sequent conîmittal of his employer, Miss
Findlay, on a charge of nîanslaughiter for hav-
irîg catised his death by neglect and ilI-usage.
It wvould be wrong and illegal to make aiiy
comiment upon the case itself wliile it is still be-
fore the courts, but wve must utter our emphiatic
protest against the tone adopted iii many of
the papiers iii dealing xvith the subject. It lias
been commented upon as if this poor lad, wvlo
îinquestionably had plhysical dcfects, although
flot in the least to the extent tlîat hias been
represented, was a fair specimien of our boys,
and as if the filtli, squalor and neglect amidst
îvhicli lie lived and died is typical of the sur-
roundings of our boys ini Caniadian farin homes.
One is as gross a misrepresentation as the other.

We believe that Green, wvhen lie left Eng
land, xvas free froni ailment or indication of
disease, but hé wvas neyer robust, and after lie
lîad been out for sonîie little tiîîîe tliere is no
doubt lie fell into bad healtli. Had wve knoîvn
of lus condition wve slîould have brouglît hini
back aîîd put hinii uiider niedical treatnîent,
but, unfortunately, neitlier lie hiniself îîor any-
one else gave us tue least intimîation of lis con-
dition. He %vas only placed witlî Miss Findc-
lay in May last, and, the neighborhood being
one whicl Mr. Griffithî visits in the wiîîter, we
lîad not seen anythîiig of Miin. Had lie been
kindly and îîroperly cared for, tlîe poor lad
iniglît have been liere still, but, instead of tlîis,
lus surroundings Nwere aIl of tlîe poorest and
rougliest. 1-lis emîployer wvas a person strug-
gling to nîaintaiiî lerseif by lier otvn almost uji-
aided exertioîîs on a poor larnm iii a very remote
district, and in tlîe hoy"s honme there ivere none
of the conîforts, and 'the barest of tue nieces-
saries, of life. Lt appeais that his constitution
at leiîgth succunibed uîîder want of care and
proper treatment, and the public opinion of the
neiglîborhood expressed itself in the moveient
wvhicli led to the hîolding of tlîe inquest and tlie
subsequent arrest and committai of tue ivoman.

\Vhat tue issue of the fortlicoming trial nmay
be is not for us to forecast, neither have wve any
opinion to express upon the degree of respoîî-
sibility that rests upon thie accused, but wve do
once again repeat Our protest against tlîe
cruelty and inîjustice of branding aIl Our boys
and girls as diseased and depraved because
tiiere appears to be evidence thaï: tiîis one
unfortutiate boy %vas not of souîîd and lîealtlîy
condition, and to attack and condemn tlîe wviiole
systemi because, in this one case, there may have
been an error in our judgmient, either of the boy
or of lus home.

Our defence in regard to the latter is, tlipt
the circunîstances had entirely changed since
we had an opportunîty of formning an imipres-
sion of the place. For the past four years we
have had a boy iii the sanie hîousehold. This
boy lias written and spokeîî iii the hiiest
termis of the treatmcîît lie received, and eacli
time lie wvas visited lie tvas found to bc very


