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The formation of a decidua within the uterine cavity, whilethe early changes are taking place in the tube, is also a matter ofconsiderable importance from a diagnostic standpoint. Deathof the ovum, m whatever way brought about, is often associatedwith the shedding of the decidua vhich nay be cast off in its en-tirety, or more usually in small pieces or as a slreddy likematerial.
Witl the gròwtlh of the ovum the tube distends, but from itsstructure and anatomical relations it is very evident that it can-not long keep pace with the growth within it, and consequentlymost tubal pregnancies end in abortion through rupture of thetube. Many, iowever, become abortive by hemorrhage fromtheir own blood vessels and the formation of a tubal mole vithinthe tube. In only a very small proportion of cases does thefoetus, after rupture of the tube, go on to full terni vithin tlematernal organism. A pregnant tube may rupture very early-within the first kur or five weeks--or it may continue to distendfor several veeks longer, three miontis being about the outsidelimnit.

Very early rupture lias only recently received the attentionthe great dangers attending it deserve. It not infrequentîyoccurs in those cases in which ectopic gestation lias not evenbeen suspected, or in vhich, from the paucity of the syniptons,the physician lias had no material to guide him in that ine ofthougit. There lias been no history of ill heLlth or of pelvicdisease; no early signs of pregnancy, uniess possibly some ill de-fined irregularities at the last menstruation.
I take the liberty of briefly quoting a case which came undermy observation some three years or more ago, as a means ofpicturing the clinical history ofsuch cases.
Mrs. B. aged about twenty, a fine heaithy looking girl, with-out history of previous illness of any kind, and married oilya few months, was on her return home from a short trip on thesteamer seized with rather sharp pains in the abdomen, similarto an attack of intestinal colic or acute indigestion. Nausea andvoniting soon followed, the vomited matter being made up of afull dinner which lad been partaken of an hour or two before.The general history of the patient elicited nothing special, shehad menstruated twelve days before quite naturally as far as sheknew. She was given a hypodermic of morphia by her regular


