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the samo geous, while oll jpeiting opposito characteristics, wust be
ntagonistic  Aleohol may be takon asa representativo of the exalting
class  leretofore, it has been absurdiy held by our professional law-
givers, that a small quantity of alcohol stimulates, while a larger quan-
tity induces sedation  Tius theory requires tho therapeutic ‘action of
the agent to dinmetrically change, or tho physiological laws to be
reversed; erther requirement jovolves a solecism of the grossest nature.
Every action wust iaevitably iscrease, w an exact ratio. with the
augmentation of the-incitaut. It requires no reasoning to prove that
aquart is eight times greater than a gill, and therefore nust contain
<ight times ¢he amount of stisaulus.

The influcnee of alcohol Grst effects the more susceptible cerebro-
spinal centres, and clevates thur s nereosa above that of their antago-
Dists. and the following p\xenomcn.n cnsues  pupils dilated skiu ﬁudmd

irculation and ¥ d, organi¢ fi

exhilaration indisposition to sicep or repose  But when onougx Ins
been imbibed to cxalt the more powerful sympathetic centres contract-
ing innersation soon prepond: , and prod the following pheno-
mena  pupils rontraclcd shin cool .-md palc, circulation and rmpxn'xon
dimigished organic fi tied, nental obtuseness, senanbxht)
lessened, disposition to sleep.  The esaltiog wfiuence still increasiog,
profound insensibility and death closes the scene.  Complete occlusion
of the capillaries suspends all functional action, and estinetion of
animation is an inevitable consequence.

Tho effects of opinm on the system possess all the essential char-

of aicoholic ph to cotitle this drug to raok as a
species of Llie exaltant gcnus, Its modus operandi in inducing sleep,
allaying pain, aud arresting colhquative alvioe evacuations, is easily ex.

" phived  When uts action becomes sufficiontly patent to exalt sym.

Pathetic inmervation the capillaties are contracted througheut the
whole system, and the brawe betag thus deprived of its usual quota of
the element from which all functional activity is derived, becomes, in a
degren correapoudmv with tho cxaltant action. jnsusceptible of im-
pressions, and, fore, bio of perception and of volitioa, and
®osequently uaconscious of pa\n, If !lns lethean state is not Mlually
Somous himself, it is certainly Morpheus, his son and prime min-
nter.

~Tn tho same manner the intestinal secretiog organs. being deprived
of blood, their fuctions aro suspended, and the dusch ges depeading
% the fuid aro arrested.




