
EFF'ECTS OP BROIDE TREATMENT.-

patient was an epileptic of many
years' duration. Inasmuch as mo-
derate, doses had reduced the at-
tacks, the attending physician
reasonied that larger ones would
stop themn. As a resuit the bromi-
des were increased until the Pa-
tient was taking 150 grains a day.
The patient becamne thor.oughly in-
toxicated, the eyes partlyý closed,
the sphincters relaxed, and the
jaw dropped, emitting a constant
drool of saliva. The major sym-
ptoms ceasedi but the minor ones
increased. The mind became pro-
f oundly aff ectd s0 that the pa-
tient was liard to arouse, indiffer-
ent and imabecilic. Allen Starr re-
ported another sucli case in 1896.
His patient, 'inder the administra-
tion of moderate doses of bromide,
developed syinptoms of violence
and mania. In this instance a
withdrawal of the drug produced
a complete cessation of the mania-
cal phenonleia. with a return Of
the epileptic seizures.

1 have seen the same condi-
tion. A youiig man, who had suf-
f ered from epileptic convulsions
for many years, required 60
grains a day of the bromide saits
to arrest the attacks. If he con-
tinued this dosage over a longý
period of tinie he would become
confused, irritable, unreasonable,
and viol9nt. on one occasion he at-
tacked a felloNW workrnan. So soon
as the bromlides were reduced his
mental symptoms abated.

It is in keeping with these
facts that Shanahan, the superin-
tendent of th.e Craig Colony, mak-
es this statefl1ent ini regard to the
use of bromide in the treatment of
epilepsy, that "bromide, when
properly givenq with due attention
to cmbating the evi effectse

brings about material improve-
ment in carefully selected cases of
epilepsy."

it seems to be the epileptie
cases of long standing which show
an especial antagoism to the ex-
cessive use of the bromides. I be-
lieve that the irritability of tem-
per displayed by these long-stand-
inig epileptics is as much, If not
wholly, due to the constant and
excessive use of bromides as it is
to the disease. In the administra-
tion of bromide in epilepsy, there-
fore, one should exercise caution,
judgment and moderation. A pa-
tient should neyer be saturated,
and the presence of unusual irri-
tability, confusion, or violence
should be the signal for a de-
crease in the dosage. At the pre-
sent time ýwhen luminal has given
such brilliant resuits in controlling
the convulsions of epilepsy, it
would seem that the administra-
tion of bromide in this disease
would soon become obsolete.

2. Toxic Cases.-The toxie
and exhaustion cases react, unfa-
vorably to the administration of
bromide. They are suffering fromi
lowered resistance and Impaired
nutrition, therefore, what to an
ordinary individual might be an
average dose of bromide, becomes
to one of these patients a danger-
ous dose. A careful investigation
and an exhaustive history of these
patients Will prove that in nearly
every instance the mental symp-
toms of confusion, delirium, and
mania, either mtade their appear-
ance shortly after the administra-
tion of bromide, or were greatly
aggravated by it. I remember one
such patient where fatigue and in-
somnia were followed by sedatives
hypnoties,'and finally steady andi
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