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BE NJAIMIN MARTEN, M.D., ON GERMS.

Ini 17:20, Dr. Benjamin Marten, of London, England, published a
small book, a few copies of which stili exist. The tite of the bookz was
"A Newv Theory of Consumiptives, ïMore Especially of a Plîtiisis or
Consumption of the Lunigs."

In speaking of consuiption, lie remiarks!: '"The original and esseni-
tial cause then, mnay be somne certain species of aninialcula or -wýc,nder-
fully minute living cratures, that by tIieir peculiar shape, or disagree-
able parts, are invincible to our nature.*' H-e speaks oi this entry into
the body tliroughl the air or by food, ancd then says, "being thiere
deposited iii a proper nidus or nest and being produceci into life, coming
to perfection or increasing in bigness, may by tlîeir spontaneous motion
and injurious parts, cause alI the disorders tliat have been nientionied.
I-e then n..ntions the plagute, vencreal disease, nieasies, sniallpox, the
(9comnion rhieuti" andclIeprosy.

J-e thoughit if lie had proper glasses lie could have seen these organ-
isnis. I-e argues tlîat specific discases niiust be (lue to spccific causes.
As scabies wvas carrieci by a smnall animal that could be sei, lie thoughit
syphilis rniigh-lt bc carried by a sinall animal that could not be seen.

I-le tlien reniarcs tlîat it nay be difficult to kili iii tue body these
small anii-nalculac, and eveil if tlîey coulci their cvii effeets nîiigiit persist
for a long timne, as lie foreshadowed tlîe doctrine of toxines.

One hutndred and fifty years liad to go by hefore the "able hand to
carry the theory nîuch further than I have done"- came in the person of
Pasteur. As Nv read tue xvork donc by Dr. Benjamin Marten, wve cari-
flot refrain from thiuîkiuîg that lie wvas giftecl with a clear vision. J-e is
now coming into his reward.

A COM\,ING CH-A'RGE IN MAEDICAL PRACTICE.

The State is takingy a hand in the conservation of life and the
natural resources of the country quite differentiy to wvhat it did a few
years ago. T his is the outconie iii a large meaqure to ;vliat the niedical
profession lias done in the wav of urging for lîealtlî boards, the preven-
tion of disease,, tue erection of hiospitais, etc.

It stands to tlîe credit of tlîe niedicai profession tiîat it lias tak(en
such a keeuî intcrest iii tlîe niedical Inspection of sclîoois. In ail tue
coun-tries wliere this lias been adopted, tlîe niedical men wvere tlîe first to
take it Up and urge it.

Buit medicai inspectioni wvil fail in its ultimiate good results if the
inspection i.s not followed up by treatmient. Those wiio are found to be
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