204 OURIGINAL COMMUNICATIONS.

Dartholinuy, as [ iave betore olnsﬁrvvd, behieved them to be the se-
creting organs of the atrabilis of the ancients. Treviranus considered
them incomplete rudiments of generative organs.  Sir Everard
Home thought they ucted ke u filter, * by which auy ol left in the
arterial brauehes that are nesr the kidneys may be separated and pre-
vented from making its eseape by the tubre nriniferae of these glands.”
Many moderns, classing them with the vasenlar glands, assign them an
unknown oifice in the preparation und maintenance of the blowd. The
opinion vf Wharton and Duvernoy, that the supra-renal eapsules are
gauglia of the renal nerves, lius been revived and adopted by recent in-
vestigators. L olijker eonsiders the cortical and medullary portions to be
physiologically distinet.  The former he places with the duetles< glands,
the latter he believes to be an appendage to the nervous systems.  Car-
penter says tnat the medullary bears no relation to the cortival sub-
stance, bul is really a sympathietic panglion ; smd he adds, “a curious
observation stnkmgly confirmatery of this view of the peculinr relation
of the medullary substane: 1o the servous system. has been recently
made by M. Brown-equard, v.z: that injuries to the spinal cord, in the
doxsal region, produce cengestion und (auft<r u time) hypertrophy of
the supra-renal capsnies.”  "Che relution ef the awcessory eapsules, ob-
served by Rekitansky. to the renal and solur plexuses, is, m our upinion,
also strongly confirmatory of this view.

M. Brown Séquard hes recently perlormed o sumber of n,-xl'(‘riments'
with the view of determining the effeets of extirpation of the supra-
renal capsules.  From the results of these experiments he declures that
they are as esseatial ta Ll as the kidaeys.  He experimented on dogs,
cols, guinea pigs and rabbuts. The average duration of life ulicr ex-
tirpation of botht orgars wrs zbout eleven hours and z half.  As yet
even alter the removal of but one capsuie death has ivariably result-
ed. The principal symptoms observed cunsisted in a remarkable debi-
lity, difficnity of’ respiration, disturbed cirenlation, and at length con-
vulsions, giddiness, delinam and coma.  He believes that afier the re-
moval of the capsules the bluol beeomes charged with a poissnous
principle, which is the vauge of death. Mcessrs. Flonrens, Rayer and
Claude Bernard have been appointed = commission by the Acadamy
of Sciences, Paris, to examine M. Brown Séquard’s statements.

« M. M. P. Gratiolet has alsoread a paper to the Academy of Sciences
on the same subject. Di. Gratiolet’s experiments have been made on
guinea pigs only, and do not appear to have been very numerous. His
conclusions are as follow :—1. After the removal of the left capsule
only, the animals recovered and regained perfect health. In onein-



