
We URIGINALL CoMMULN1CATIO'NS.

Dartholinus, as I have belbre olb crved, beleved them to lie the se-
creting organs of the atrabilis of the ancients. Treviranus considered
them incomplete rudiîents of -generative organîîs. Sir Everard
Home thought they acted like U filter, " by which anwy odi left in the
arterial branches that are nieur the kidneys mxay ho :r-parated and pre-
vented fromu making its escape by the tubre urinifern. of these glands."
Many moderns, classing thia with the vascular glands, assign themi ait
unkniown oifice in the a and maintenance of the lloud. The
opinion of Wharton and Duvernoy. that the supra-renal capsules are
gauglia of the renal uerves, lias beeui revived and adopted by recent in-
vestigators. L oEiker considers the cortical and medullary portions to be
physiologically distijit. The former he places with the ductlks; glands,
the latter le bclievcs to be an appendage to the, nervous systen. Car-
penter says tnat tlui me..dutllary bears no relation to the courtical sub-
stance, but is really a sympathetic ganglion ; and lie adds, " a curions
observation strikingly confirmatory of this view of the pecular relation
of the nedullary ubaance to tl nervous systeme. has becn recently
made by M. Bro;wn-equard, vz: thnt injuries to the spinal cord, in the
dorsal region, produce conaestin nd (aff-r a time) hypiertrophy of
the supra-renal capsnis." ThI reiution cf the aceessory capsules, ob-
served by dRokitasky, to tie renîal and solar plexuses, , mi our opiion,
also stroigly confirmatory (A 'tview.

M. Brownu Sequard e receurily pleîrtorned a number of' exl-erinents
with the view of determîining the efTeets of e::tirpation of the supra-
renal capsules. From the results of licse e.xperiments he dehires that
they are as esetial to bl, :-a the, kiilneys. le experimeted on dogs,
cats, guinea pigs and rabbits. " The average duration of life afccr ex-
tirp-ation of both orgar:; wr.s about clevei lours and a half. As yet
even after the removal of but one vapsuie death lias mnvariably result-
ed. The principal symptons observed cunsistra iii a remarkable debi-
lity, difficulty of respiration, disturbed circulation, and at length con-
vuilsions, giddiness, delirium and coma. [le believes that afier the re-
moval of the capsules the blolo beenes charged w!ih a poisGnous
principle, which is the cauae of death. Mcssrs. Flourens, Rayer and
Claude Bernard have been appointed et commission by the Acadamy
of Sciences, Paris, te examine M. Brown Séquard's statements.

( M. M. P1. Gratiolet bas also read a paper to the Academy of Sciences
on the saine subject. M. Gratiolet's experiments have been made on
guinea pigs only, and do not appear to have been very numerous. His
conclusions are as follow:-1. After the removal of the left capsule
only, the animals recovered and regained perfect health. In one in-


