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Hon. Geo. W. Ross, who, after sone pleasant
introductory remiarks, proceeded to say .

" It is likely the niedical profesion and its

privileges will lie up for dis uwion before the next
session of the l.egklative .Assemnbl\, and it is
possible the qucstion na> bc asked, ' there any
good reason for tlr-,wing around the practice of
niedicine any statutory safegtuards wlhatsoe cei ?
Would it not lie in the public interest t abolislh
the Medical Council and allow the %arious colleges
and Schools of Medicine in thi country the fullest
liberty in the iatter of issui.ig licenses to practise
medicine? Vou are doubtless aware that the
Medical Council wa'; rirst established in 1866 by
the old Parlianent of Canada: that since that
tinie Medical Councils, having jurisdiction some-
what similar to the Medical Council of Ontario,
have been establi3hed in England and a great
many States of the Anerican Union. The object
of the L egislature in establishing the Council was
not so much to protect the profession as it was to
protect the public. Different Schools of Medicine
and colleges were found to be competing with
each other for students, and from the desire which
students usually have to find, if possible, sone
royal road to learning, the college offering the
greatest facilities for an easy degree might possibly
have the largest number of graduates. It will bc
for the medical profession to show that the protec-
tion given to the public by the establishnient of
the Medical Council has not unintentionally
resulted in creating a monopoly for the medical

profession, or erected insuperable barriers in the
way of entrance to the profession, that the Medical
Council lias itself been progressive in the highest
sense of the terni, and that througlh its examina-
tions professional eduration has not been retarded,
but rather advanced.

Then, when you have justified the existence of
the Medical Council, as I hope you will be able to
do, you nay be asked to readjust the standards of
the profession. For instance, it is said that the
standard for admission to the profession should bu
lowered, the courm- of study shorteuned, and the
additional year for clinical study under a regular
practitioner abolished. Each of these objections
must be examined on its merits. Does the stan,
dard for admission now prescribed deter any
person of reasonable ability from entering the

profcssion? Are tim obligatiun: iiposed by the
niedical proftssion upun students, either In the
way of fees, or studies, or clinies, su great as to
inttrfere w ith tiat freedom of prufessional iove.
mtent or hoice hic h sliould be dit pmlege of
e.ery man in a free country ?

It w ill bu. our duty to answ er these questions.
.\nd if I an not %ery iiiuc.h istakcn uur answer
will bc that thu supl) ib quite equal to the
denand, and tlhat the :tandands required b> the

Iedical Council, while not pres entimg a1-n) persun
from entering the profession who has talent,
energy, and a nioderate amount of capital, furnish
a guarantee -.a very proper gu-rantee to the
public that the licentiate of the Council is a /ond

fide physician, equa:1 learned with his fellows of
sinilar standing in any part of this coinitiiit, or
any other continent, wliere mediciîne i dii.luded
among the learned professions.

But these elemieiitar3 questions ma) not xhaust
the legislative catechism in which you are likely to
be drilled. For instance, you may be asked to
consider whether you should be allowed to con.
tinue to exercise the right you now possess of
disciplining the profession. Have you exercised
that right prudently ? Have you ever expelled a
nen-her because lie wore a high hat, or dressed
too dudishly, or drove too fine a turn-out ? Have
3 ou so terrori/ed and tyrannized the members of
the profession generally that, rather than endure
such bondage, thu best of them have resigned
their license and taken to law, or politics, or
aldermanic honors, or some other more lucrative
calling than niedicine? Have your rules for pro-
fessional etiquette and bonor lost to the country
any doctor whose great talents thus sunmarily
extinguished could fairly be called a public loss?
If not, you must be prepared with evidence, for it
is quite possible the charge will be nade.

You see from these brief observations how
much of the time of the Legisiature of Ontari
rnay be taken up with the consideration of pro-
fc.ssional matters in which you are no doubt
deeply interested. I cannot spe±ak for ths leisla-
ture--I have not secn it yet-but I will bu greatly
surprised if it will ltend itself to any lcgislation
which will lowcr the educational standards of the
medical or any other profession, or will give for
one moment color to the idea that the Province of
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