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CANADIAN FLORA; NEIGHBOUlUIOOD 0F TORONTO.

Having noticed several Enr-opean plants naturali-ed in this country (introdueed
no doubt wîth grass seed), which are not rccorded by Dr. Gray lu his valuable-
znanual, 1 arn desirous of 1 !acing theni ou record, and I avail niysclf of the oppor-
tunity to offer a fcw grencral reînarks on the Canadian Flora, and the state of Ouir
knowledge respccting it. I shail confine myscif at present to Fhoenogamous
plants aud férus, with their allies. Mosses, Liverworts, Lichens, Alg-ae, and
Fuel, arc studicd by a mueh mnore limiteci class, and our kuow1edge of the lirnits
of species is iii a much less advanced state; we will not, thercforc, at present,
venture any opinion respecting them.

Dr. Gray enuinerates 2426 species of Phoenogainous plants and feruls, as con
atituting the Flora of thc Northern. United States, rcjectiing frolii this numiber the
Southeru forais and the maritime plants, with ail those which, froin auy cause
appear to be unkinown lu Canada about 1000 remain -s constituting thc Flora
of Canada, such as ive may oxpeet -to flud it. Soine peculiar forais niay bo ex-
pected north-ward and eastward, but thcy can be suppoFed to niake but a very
amali numerical addition.

1 have kcpt a list of the plants fouud by nie near Toronto, and iu a few occa-
sional country excursions, and f ud the numnber rccorded to bie just under 600.
Here it is to he considered that, besides the comparativcly sinali space cxamined,
there arc several numierous families -which have not yet been made a subject of
particular examination, aud whichi could hardly faîl to add another hundrcd
spccies. lu the nunîber of the (Janadiau Jlournal foi April, 1854, is inscrted a
list of indigenous plants found lu the neighiborhood of Hamilton, by Dr. Craigie
and Mr. W. Craigie, which appears to bc carefully drawni up, though as it sceais
to note the resuits of one scasou's botanizing, there arc of course mnu omissions.
This Eist coutains 362 species, of -hvich 15 are flot found lu niy Iist. The grcat
différence is lue pai'tly to ovcrsighit, as the list is apparently ouly the rcsult of
one ycar's botanîzin-, and partly to the circunistance that most trees and all
Cyperaceous and Graminaccous plants have beeu entirely oniittcd.

A coniplete Flora of Canada canuot ho expcctcd for niany ycars; but it appears
to nie that a tolerably correct aud sufficicntly useful list of the plants of Westcan
Canada might nowv bc fornicd, and -. ould include a little above 1000 species of
Phozenogainous plants and ferns. Even eonjccturally the limuts ruay bo niarked
Ont with suficient accuraey for practical use, and a few journeys at a favorable
season, or the opportuuity of examining a fcw carefnhly fornicd local lists, would
now settle everything excepting a sall number of doubtful 'Zpecies.

Comiparing our Flori with that of Great lhritan we find we have both lcss,
VL t'iety upon the 'whole, fewer successive changes 'with the progress of the season
and lcss diltièece of districts. We have a fcw plants that are only to bc found
in rocky districts, 'which are, of course, more limited in thuir range; but excepting
these there is a rcnmarkablc conformity in the productions of the differeut parts of
our country. This, 'with the allowanocs rcquired for inount4lln ranges and the
sea-coast, as well as for the graduai introduction, as we proceed southward, of new
foris, is found also in the Flora of the United States, and la characteristie of the
vast continent we iubabit. Our vernal Flora is one of great variety as -Well as
beauty aM~ initerest. W~e have only to regret that it is so tranEieut. At other


