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though occasionally fantastie, yet is
generally of a profoundly religious
significance and often of extrerne
poetic beauty. It is flot of the earth,
-earthy, but employs material forms as
suggestions of the unseen and spiritual.
[t addresses continually the inner
sense of the sou]. Its menit therefore
consists flot so much in artistic beauty
as in appositeness of religious signifi-
*cance.2

Before the third Century we fiiîîd fc.w
inscriptions. Afrer that date epitaphs
and religious forrouie and emblemnsare
frequent. Hereand thereeniblenis re-
call the trade of the deceased-the
grave digger's spade the, carpenters
sawv and axe, a woman's weaving loom.
Ail the instruments of a surgeon's
case ]lave been found engraven upon a
stone. The beautiful allusion of
St. Paul to the Christian's hope as an
anc-hor of the soul, both sure and
steadCast, is represented in the cata-
combs by an anchor often rudely
draiwn, but cloquent *ith profounidest
meaning. The symbolical ship) again
may rerer to the soul secking a far
country. The crown slieakLs of final
victorv an d rewvard, Ilhe palmi of the
white-robed multitude whomn no man,
can nunîber; the Jdove tells of gentie-
ziess and affection and 1-iace, or typi-
fies the Holy Spirit, as ai the Bapîism
of our Lord. The vine, the fount-ain,
;the lyre, the lamp, and the ightuhouse
liavec each a spiritua-l imiport. M.Nost
of the synibols, howcever, refer to the
Person and work of Christ. One of
the most bea-urul represent Christ as
-the Good Shiephlerd. No wvonder
that ibis symbol, drawn frein one of the
muost bcautiful of the oaale f our
Lord, should be repented under evcry
possible varicty of mraient, froîn the
rude scratching of the fur.al sia> io
the elaborate cairving Of the sarIco-

Fewsymolswere so comnion in
the catacombs as that of the fishi.
Jus p~robable origin lies in tle çircuni-

stance that the letters of à-ûý th*
Greek fuar fish, are the initial Icuters
of the naines and filles of our Saviour,
vîz: ioo XpLao,î~ Oeoiý YLU :E=ýP
-Jesus Christ the Son of ';od,
Saviour. Hidden from, their peisi!.
cutors under this embleni, the Chirib-
tians could proclaim the object of
their failli.

M ost conimon of ail symbols is the
so-called Constantinian mnonograni,
forriied by the conibination of the
Greek letters X and P, the flrst and
second letters of XpLcrToç. This
monograin ivas constantly used aftcr
the mniddle of the fourth century.
So complctely universal wvas its use
that we find it eniployed as a miark
of punctuation.

Carved and painted, sometimes
rudeiy, sonietinies with a certain
oesthetic finish, we flnd frequent pic.
tures from the histoncal 1p. -s of the
Old Testament, as well as scenes
freux the life of Christ. AMain and'
.Eye with their fig aprons, the sacrificeIof Isaic, vanious scenes in the lit: of
«Moses, the three H-ebrew childr-n in
the furnace, froni the Old Testanient.
the story of the samnailan wollian.
the miracle of the loaves and the
fishies, and the blessing of the chîildreii.
freux the life of Jcsus, may serz Z.,

examlcs.Indeed, uhiesc :strin'ed
crypts mxust have been a grand
illustrited Gospel.

WVe shahl no,, trace the causti
whIichi led to the graduai disuse ia
abandonient of tlic catîaconxbs. M c
love îo visit and decorate the p!acc.
whiere lie thc remains of our dcar
dcpatrte,ý oncs.Es:eial were tua

clyChnistians dr.awn to the tom.)
o ldtfathîers, whlose sainuly lùi

or martyr's deauh àlallowied c:
încnîery. The dust cf the nmr,,

wsregarded with especia-l snuy
At first this rcvercnce led to the
adorment cf the zevukchrcs, l'ui
quickly aficx-ward to thecir parlial
destruction and abaxxdonnxcnut. Many
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