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shores, for they represented the Gospel, the common school, the printing-
press, the medicine chest, and the implements of agriculture.

They set sail from Boston October 23d, 1819, and reached the Hawaijan
coast March 31st, 1820, after somewhat more than five months.  They lad
expected a long, hard struggle with paganism, with its human sacritices,
bloody rites, and deep-rooted prejudices.

But God had prepared their way. Ouly ten months before, Kame-
hameha I. had died, and, strange to say, forbidden human sacrifices during
his illness oxr in connection with his obsequies ; and so the people offered
three hundred dogs instead. This first dlow at the idolatrous eustoms of
the people had been dealt by a professed idolater ! Liholiho, his son, sue-
ceeded, Iaahumanu, the king’s widow, sharing the government during
life. The king’s mother, Keopuolani, saw foreizners violating the sacred
rales of the tabu system with impunity, and even the natives, when irtox-
icated, trampling heedlessly upon them, and yet no divine wrath pursued
the violators ; and satisfied that her fears were groundless, she herself dared
to break over the sacred limits and eat with her son. Such an example
would naturally find followers ; other chiefs, and finally the king, yiclded,
and then began a ruthless disregard of these tyranmical caste restruints,
They saw that the gods did not punish their profaning of sacred laws,
and naturally cencluded that their gods were but the creatures of their
superstitions ; and thus the chiefs actually led in a revolt against the national
religion, ordering the tabu system to be disregarded and the idols burned
and temples razed. Stranger still, the high-priest resigned his offier, and
*¢ first applied the torch to this Hawaiian structure of an idolatrous faith "
He was joined by many of the lower priesthuod, so that, before the amrival
of the missionaries, idolatry was aboiished by law, and heathen tenphs
were Jaid in ashes. Perhaps for the first time in human history idulatry
threw down its own altars, and a nation was without a religion,  Morcover,
in the civil war that had follewed this abelition of the natioual religiom,
God had given victory to the king, and thus vstablished the new order.  The
newly arrived missionaries foun? the old religior abolished, but no dwsire
for a new faith. The king objected to giving up his polygamy, and fearcd
the ecffect of an American mission on his politieal relations, The ol
high-priest, however, favored the missionaries, and the king’s mother coun-
selled toleration ; and, after twelve days, royal consent being given for them
to reside on the islands for a vear, they disembarked, April 12th, 15z,
Part of them were ordered to Kailau and part to Honolula, Mr. and Mrs
Thurston and Dr. and Mrs. Iolman for a time abode in one small thtehed
hut assigned by the king, which was less than four feet high ut the fout of
the rafters, and had neither flnor nor ceiling, windows nor furniture, in the
centre of a noisy, filthy village ! Those at Honolulu likewise fonnd them-
selves destitute of common comforts ; but, as God’s providence disprreed
them among the people, they went without fear, and were kept from all evil
The king, his brother, his wives, and other prominent persens Lecane




