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gospel message to them in their inhospitable region., where they
dwelt in unspeakable degradation. As a last resort he came to the
Moravians. No mar cared for the souls of these degraded heathen
savages—would they have mercy upon them? That was an appeal
which the Church that had sought out the Hottentots of Africa, and
the Innuits of Greenland and Labrador, could not resist. Five of the
students who were to graduate from the Theological Seminary that
year expressed their willingness to go.  Two were afterwards chosen.

First an exploratory tour was undertaken by a veteran missionary,
accompanied by one student. They found, as is usual in such
northern climates, the Eskimos living only in small groups here and
there, scattered over a wide stretch of country. The description of
their degradation had not been exaggerated in the slightest degree.
Filthy and disgusting in their habits, to an extent that forbids deserip-
tion in public print; their morality at such a low ebb that they may
practically be said to have none; parents willingly making prostitutes
of their daughters from nine or ten years on, ruthlessly taking their
dzughter from one man and giving her to another, if they thought
they could make more by it; the related crimes of killing off helpless
and old people and unwelcome infants being considered the incon-
testable right of the persons otherwise responsible for their support;
and so on through the revolting catalogue. Their form of religion
was so low that it could scarcely be dignified with the name. Priests
they had none—only “sachems,” i e, medicine men, They live
principally on fish, of which, in the short summer, a sufficient quan-
tity must be caught to last through the dreary winter. Ilowever,
they met the missionaries in a friendly manner, and the latter felt
justified in selecting a site on the Kuskokwim river for a mission
station.

Now that it has become fashionable to run summer excursions to
Alaska, it no longer seems so ont of the world; but these excursions
run only to Sitka. Few have any clear idea of the extent of the ter-
ritory. Roughly speaking, Alaska is as large as all the Northern
lakes east of the Mississippi; and the Moravian mission station on the
Kuskokwim is as far from Sitka as Baltimore, Md., is from Minneap-
olis, Minn. There arc no means of communication with the station,
except once ¢ year, and then only through the kindness of the Alaska
Commercial Company. When once there the missionaries are abso-
lutely separated from all civilization, from all help, from all supplics,
for a whole year. Everything must be taken along, as nothing but
fish and some game can he procured there.

Nothing daunted by this report, the little band of missionaries
prepared to start. On account of the low moral condition of
the people, and the unfortunate relations existing between the few
white traders and the natives, in order to avoid all possible sus-




