THE COLONIST

Tils ROAD TO THI SPRINGS,

The Hurrison Hot Spriags resort is just abont
G3 mules from the citivs of Westminster and
Vaucouver. All bat tive niiles of that distam e
is covered by the C.P.R., the jurmping off sta-
tion for the springs being Agassiz from where
a 'hus, conveys the travellrr, over ive miies of
level aud very fair corduroy and gravel road,
right up to tie grassy lawa in fron® of the
hotel.

——— s §) cmly—
Report of a Special Committee on
Alberta.

The special commiztee of the Nvrthwest As-
seubiy, compused of oll the wembers from the
distriet of Altierta, appointed to repo.t v mat-
ters specially jertaining to thut aiswict, sub-
mitted the following report to the Assembly :

1. ‘That in our upiuion, sullicient attention is
not given to the development of the mineral
wealth of Albecta,

It might be puinted ont that inevery Siate
andtenitory traversed by ti.c Rocky Mountains
from Mexico northward to the internatioual
boundary, mining hus been carried on to a very
great extent. In Muntana alone the annual
mineral production far excecds that of the en.
tire Dominion of Canada. We may assume
that providence has been asliberal to Alberta
as to these states and territories to her south,
which are linked together by the same chain of
mouantains and it is only for us to draw atten-
tion to the wonderful growth and developmnent
of California, Culorado and Moutana in order to
show the advantages that would accrae to
these territories in the event of Alberta’s min.
eral  wealth  becoming  developed. Hor
mines way in time reveal themsclves, but ia
the interesta of our owa gencration, we would
soggest & more active palivy by

(a) Having a summary of our miniog regula.
tions preparel and published in the varions
mining cenire: of tho western States and Ter-
ritories.

This would help to overcome a fuls2 impres-
sion, which we understand, exists in those
places regarding our laws,

(b} T'he establishinent of a properly equipped
Mining Bareau in some central point, say Cal-
gary.

{c) The cstablishment of subsidary Minirg
Burcaus in some of the Dominion lands and
timber offices where specimens, statistics and
other useful minieg iuformation may be found.

(d) LEadeavoring to arrauge with the Cana-
dian Pacific ratlway for space in the smoking
compartments of their sleeping coaches for a
very small cabinet of specimens, accompasied
by a neal, concise and attiactive pamphlet con-

aining zualyses and other matter referring to
ticse spreimens and the locality fram which
they came.

2. That owing to the growing settlements io
grazing districts, a change is desicable in the
cxisting leases and in the system of leasing
lands. The cvistence of a laige number of
grazing leascs is a great obstacle to the scttle-
ment of an impostant part of Alberta. The
chormous acreage covered Ly these leases is al-
together out of propurtion to the actual nceds
of the leascholders.

Whilc admitting the existence of certain ves-
1ed rights in tho leascholders, it must not be
forgotten that valuable privileges have been
granted to them, under & policy which is.now

clearly detrimental to the best interests of the
country, upon coaditious, which in a majority
of cases, have aot heen fulfilled by them.
Pablic policy and convenience now demand tho
earliest possible throwing open for settlement
of large porifons of the country now sovered
by grazing leases, aud the goveenment of Caun-
ada will be justified by using every meaus in
their power, not inconsiatent with good faith,
to biring abzut that resalt.  In every case in
which a leaccholder under an old grazing lease,
has not strictly complied with the conditions of
the lease, he should be obliged to give up the
old lease at once and aceept in its place a lease
under the new regulativae, which would permit
of all or any partion of the leased lands being
withdrawn from the operation of the lease as
wight be required by the govcrement for sale
and setulement.  Other learcholders under the
ol form of lease, should be given two years’
notice required by the lease and offered a con
tinuation of grazing rights nuder the new regu-
lations.

Hereafter tue .cttlement of the couotry
should be the first constderaddon of the govern.
ment, and auy system or poicy of the past,
which i3 an obstacle to sertlement, should be
done away with or reversed ax ripidly as a faic
regard for vested rights and iaterests will
allow.

We believe tHat the policy of the goveru-
ment in regard to the grazing lease system has
been largely due to mistaken ideas of the agri-
cultural capacity of Southern Alborta,

The government has no doubt depended for
its {nformation on officials wha ghould bz able
to give accurate information in this respect,
aud it is a matter of regret that false and un-
favorable impressions have been persistently
created and spread abroad by the public utter-
atices of the principal quanntine officer of the
Dowivion, who is largely interested in the con-
tinuance of the grazwg lease system, as the
lessce of the largest and most valuable parts of
the district.

3. Toat the existing quarantine lands con-
sisting of a helt 12 miles deep, following the {a-
ternational boundary throughout the district,
are unnecessarily extensive,

It would bz suflicieat for the purpose of quar-
antine to reserve blocks of, say, four townships
in thiy helt, ot convenient points where cattle
trails intercept the intcraational Loundary.
This would leave the balance of the belt avail-
able for sale snd scttlemcat,

1. Thas owing to the rapid development of
the coal mining industey, the duty will devolve
upoti the Northwest Assembiy of passing an
ordinance regalating the worling of coal mines,
and ag the Federal government derives all the
tevenue from these mincs, it is deemed proper
that it should provid: in the future cstimates
{for the Northwest, a sum sufficient for the
maintenance of aa inspector or other officer to
carry out the provisions of such an ordin-
auce.

3. That we would call atteotion to the con-
tinued complains which come fromn certain
settlers in the Rocky National Park in regard
to the governinent’s dealings with them. Right.
Iy or wrongly these scttlers believe thad the
goveromeat have committed a Lreach of faith
ia dealing with them, and some Sieps shonld be
takea to remove this impression. We would
suggest that such scttlers, as can show to a
reasonablo extent, that they belisved them-

selves to be purchasing lots outright when they
made their first payment, shoulil ho allowed
to complete the purchase.  Aad wo would fur-
ther recommend that in the interest of the Park
1tself, the lots on the north side af the river, on
the townsite at Banff, should be opened for
purchuse.

7. That the completion of the Culgary and
Edmonton railway to the Saskatchewau river
bas had a very greut c¢ffect already in develop-
ing Northern Alberen, bat owing to the ter-
ninus of the road being on the south bank of
tie river, while the principal region to be de-
veloped and whose trade now furaishes the
principal trafiic of the road is ou the north side,
a teaflic bridge ucross the Saskatchewan at
that point is an absvlute necossity if the coun-
try is to receive the full beaetit of the cunstruc-
tion of the railway in facilitating its trade, and
increasing its development.

And finally iu making these recommenda-
tions the committee has decided not to ask the
House to adopt this report, as in the opinion of
the committee representacions of this kind are
more propetly made by the localities interested
direet thun by ths Assembly at large and it is
asking more of the Assembly thaa is altogether
right to iavite it to comuiit isself to proposi.
tions foreign to the general work of the
House.

C. A. MaGraTn,
Chairman.
Regiua, 6th January, 1892,

A Winter Drive in Manitoba.

Written for Tuz CoLoNist.

-Amonyg the many winter pleasures which fall
to the lot of those wh live in Msuitobs none
afford so much cnjoyment as sleighing, The
common impression among those who have
never seen this conutry in wiater, is that we do
little or uo driving for pleasure, that we oaly
drive when business compels us to. A sigh* of
Main street, Winnipzg, almost any afternoon
would dispel that idea. Thaere, scores and
scores of hindsome horses attsched to all kinds
of vehicles, some single, tome double and a few
tandem, can be scea spee ling slong aod show-
ing off their paces as they go.

A long drive in the corntry is nat so mach of
a hardship, cither, as some poople wouald have
usimigine. Of course if the weatheris very
cold or stormy, it i3 not an andivided pleasure,
because outside of the physical discomfort,
there is 2lways a fear in the mind of a person
not expericneed in prairic driving of becoming
lost.

In the latter part of the year just passed,
the writer was called upaa to jouraey between
two towas in southern Manitoba, and the trip
afforded a fair idea of the pleasures of the
country driving in naec weather. An expe.
rienced driver, and a good fast team of native
horses were hired, and in company with a
commercial traveller from Wianipeg, westarted
at an carly hour in the morning. The road
lay along the regulativn allowance and had
plenty of snow to make our catter run casy.
On cach yide of us as we sped aloag we could
sco comfortable-looking farm houses, generally
sct on a high picce of groond and surronnded
with stables aud cattle sheds. Sometimes the
cattlo conld he ecen standing uear the sheds,
looking as though they had jast bzen let ont.
In tho ficlds geeat stacks of wheat, stood her
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