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influence of pretty much the same circumstances that
hed exalted them.  Yet cven this contributed to their
further exaliation ; for 1n many instances those church-
es who felt aggricved by the artogant pretensions of
these metropolitan bishops, applicd to the bishops of
Rome for their intorference and protection ;—and by a
dexterous management of tho influence which those
applications gave themw, they rose by degrees
to the enjoyment of & very widely extended power
in thechurch. That power was still farther increas-
ed by their sending men devated to their interests on
special missions to the several countries where Chris-
ttanity had been planted ; and these men were pro-
moted in dignity by them according as they suc-
ceeded 1n bringing the chusches to which they were
sent under their influnence.  The bishops of Rome
were as yet orthodox in doctrine, but their zeal for
the supprestion of heresy was at the same time made
an additional means for the advancement of their
ambitious schemes,  But in afier ages we find them
extending and securing their power by means that
tended directly ¢o the corruption and subversion of
every thing lLixe the true religion.

Palladius having scttled in Scotland, appears to
have given himself duigently to the spreading of the
gospel in destivuie pans of the country ; but, true to
the advancement of the preiacy of Rome, we find
him introducing a new order into the church, by or-
daining bishops, and sending them over the country.

About the same time, there was one Ninian, whe
flourished in Gallowny. Ide was born in Britain,
but had Leen educated in France under his uncle,
Martin, the bishop of Tours, and had prosecuted his
studies for some time at Rome.  He labored cxten-
sively, and s said to have been the means of con-
verting the southern Picts tothe faith of Charist.

About this time, Patrick, the famous saint, was
sent into Ircland. He was bern in Scotland, near
Dumbarton, but had been in Ircland for some years
in hisyouth. He spent several years in France, and
having made great proficiency in lenening, travelled
to Rome. Celestine, the bishop of Rame, hearing of
his good qualities, and partizularly that he had beea
in Ireland, made choice of hiss as a missionacy to the
inhabitants of that country. A number of other
preackers accompained him fram Scotland, andit is
suid that such was their diligence that almoest the whale
countiy was brought to embrace the religion of Chirist.
This is the common account Landed down by lusto-
vinus; but from the advonced sinte of Loth leaming
and religion in Ircland, in the carly part of tie fol.
lowing century, only a foew years afier this, I am in-
clined to belicve that the gospe! had been introduced
from Scottand nt n wuch casiier period, i, cven at
this time had wade considerabie progress in some
places.  This appears the more likely when we con-
sider that, trom the carliest settlement of the two
countrics, there had been frequent intercourse kept up
between them, aud that uwpon the overthrow of the
Scottish monarchy in the year 380, a number of e
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Scots, who were at that time well instructed in the
Christian religion, took refuge in Ireland,

Although the church in Scotland was in some re.
spects ina very happy state, the gospel being enjoyed
in its purity, and the ministry being diligent and de.
voted; yet an intercouse had been opened up with
Rome by the introduction of wien who were friendly
to the ambitious schemes of the Roman bishop; which
afierwards led to the subjection of the church to
Rome. The very zeal which the bishops of Rome
showed, in sending able men to assist in spreading ..
the gospel more widely, was improved as a means of
wmove widely extending und securing their own powec
und influence. These men, who had been sent from |
Rome to Scotland and Ireland, there is every reason ..
10 helicve, were gaod men, and labored devotedly in
spreading the gospel; but still, being accustomed to
look upon the bishop of Rome as the head of the
church, and their superior, and acting, as they did,
in ob:dience to his directions, their influence on those
among whom they labored, even without any very
direct effort, would soon have the effect of leading
some to look towards the Papal chair with something
morc than an ordinary degree of respect and venera-
tion.

From this time we can trace the progress of pre-
lucy in Scotlund. Those who were the immediae
successors of Palladius, in consequence of the spin
of Romish ambition imbibed from him, managed to
acquire a certain degree of pre-eminence amongst
their brethren.  But it does not appear that they had
any very welldefined or distinet authority, and having
no separate dioceses, they were only called bishops of
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the Scots, or Scottish bishops, and exercised their func ‘—:
tions, inditferently us to place, wherever they came, \:;
amongst those who secognized theiv pre-eminence. ‘?“
Duiing several hundred years the distinction between \3
tham ard other ministers scems to have been more 5}

numinal than real. It was not untilthe eleventh cen:
tury that there were any such officers as diocesan
bishops, with separate and distinct dioceses in Scot-
land. Albough Palladius so far ingratiated himsclf
with those among whom he lovored as to be able to
introduce into the ministey the new order of prelatical
bishops, 3t was very far from being acquicseed in, or
submitted to, Ly the Scottish church at large.  In-
dueed, the subjection of Scotland to the power of Rome
was no casy task, nor was it cffected at once; it was
the work of ages, and frequently called forth the
stoutest resistance on the past of the Scottish Chrise
tians.

In the seign of Conal 1., which commenced in
538, thae were some exccllent laws enacted for the .
Leaehit of thechureh, by which the temporal mainten-
ance of the ministers was regulated ond secured. |
Manses and glebes were now, for the first tinie, as
signed them.  Conal himself is described as having 1.
been an excellent and pious prinee, 30 much so, that
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