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@The Babbath School.
]N'I‘ERNATI(E_AL LESSONS.

THE GOs~PrL FEAST,
October 13} A. D. 33. [Luke xiv : 15-24.

Quroky Texti= DBlessed ix he th-t shall eat bread
n the Kingdom of God.~Verse 15.

_The Lord 18 at tuble in the house of a chief Pha-
risec, onoahe Sabiiath dey. e hag already rpuken
a parable aganet 1hoe ursecmly self- zaltation of
the guests: ana has nddiesred & word to the bust
regarding the cl s:es who erpocially shou'd be in-
vited 1o ruch afoa-t. One who “‘sat at weat with
Him " breaks out iuto the « Xelatintien —** blesscd
is he thut shull eat tread in the Kingdom of God 75
with ro ference, 10 bus been suppo<ed, to the Jewish
notion that the hingdim «f 6o fghould be ushered
in by a great and ghonous fesiival. He protubly
thinks of that hingdem whech the Lord waus
preaching, in_the Lo liternl way connnon wuh his
ol.83; 1oris hiwscit complucency vieited with any
doubt as to lomselt sharing in . Sowe imagine
that by & secwiukly pivus remark he wislhes to
delner the hist trum the embairarsment ot our
Lord s direct addrers to him. ‘The Lwrd in reply
speuks this Parable of the iy eat Nupper. ]
wJbe “Great Supper’’ is ** the Kingdem of God »

Supper'” being the clicf meal (f1he day is tho fit
symbol. *Great” becsuse the viands are abundant
and nich, and the guests (thoueh many invited de-
cline 10 cvwwe) eventually numervus. **vade many” ;
these are the Jows: orrathes,»s v, 2l shews, the
leading persu 8 »mong them— elders, scribes, Pha-
ricges, in aistir ction from publicars and sin:ers
Accurding to eriental custom & “rervant” is sent
to rewiud those invited that the hour «f the feast
i8 at _hand: *‘all thi: gs 876 now ready —the Mes-
siab has come, The ‘tervant”1eed not beiden-
tified with our lord, though He i8 called in Jeainh
the *‘~ervant of Jebovah’: he reprecents those
who at various time 8 (18, 17, 21, 3) ure eent furth
to preach—**(.) John trne Baptist and our Loid,
(2) Our Lord and His Apostles. (3) The Aposties
and thoso who can e aiter.””  ** Wirth one cor sent”
the invitsiion is declined. Various excuses. all of
a thoroughly world ¥ chara. ter, are eilexed (Matt.
22:5) The first. preud of hi- purchase must go to
see it : apxiety tn know how wuis purchnse will turn
out detwins the record: the third ergro-ged with
sentual pleasure bluntly declines. The boat justly
inoensed when the rervant reports to him,cc mmands
thut **the poor, muimed. balt, blind,” see v. 1)
shouid be onlled in trom the ‘" streets and lanes.”
Theso are still of the city—still Jews; there sro
the ‘publicansandswners’” wany of whomeceised
Chnist when_the “‘rulera’ rejected Hum; even us
the wretched and miserable otten still believe the
Qospel when the rich and self sufficient spurn it.
Icon t: 2o al. ‘the servant repsies thut what his
Lord now conmaids bas been done: he bas of
bimeel? acteq 3 s his master bids, so tbat ho cun at
once yeply—itis dune. See cb. T3 2.3,

The Paralle now passes frem the historic to the
rophetic; and the calling of the Uentiles is rigni-

ed, **Yet there is room ”—tho puest chwinber is
fur from being filied The mercy ot God is infinite,
and the purchage of Chriat’s blocd is nut hiu ited to
Jews. Cou mand ir nuw given to go heyond Jewry -
* to go into 1he highways and hedges ”’ of the Uentiie
world—an.ong its moradly ubject popuintions—and by
eurneat proclamation both of the terrors of the Lord
aud the riches ot liig tirace *‘compel” thim to come
to the feart. *‘Cumpel ’—as the Arngels did Lot:
Gen. 19: 6; for 1he Lord now commands men
evers where te repent.”’ 3

The 24th v may be regarded eithar es the conclu-
sion_of the Parable, or a8 the words of Christ
speaking sn His cwn person. These mon who re-
jeoted thenvitation (v, '7) wore incurring the doom
of fiuul exclusion irom tbe feast. Sec Prov 1:48;
Matt. 25: 11, 12, Judgment follows mercy.

Ootober 2(th.] A.D. 32, Luke xv: 11-24.
THE PRODIGAL SON.

@orvrx Trxt:—/ am poor and needy; yet the
Lord thinketh upon me—t sulm 4u 3 17,

This ie one of three Parables spoken by our Lord
in vindication of Himself aud in i!lus&rution of God's
marvellous grace, when the Pharisecs and Scrikes
complained that He received sinners und ate with
them, va. 1, 2. *If we might venture to muke
companigon, as we dv among the say ingsof men, the
Farable of the Prodigal Sen might be called the
crown and pearl of all the Purakles.” 1n the part
of it under consideration we teo () the Prodigal’s
sin 3 (1) hismisery; (3) his penitence: (4) his re-
turn to his Father: () his Fatuer’s reception of
him. The **certain mun” 18 Lou our bather. The
“two sons,” as the cucumsiances mn which the
Jarable is spoken, shew, 1grerert the *scribes
» 0t Pharisces,” and the ™ Publicans and Sinner:,”?
rather than the—Jews and Ger tiles :—theugn much
i tho Purable wul apply to ithese late- v Lhe
younzer 8an, al enated irom all proper feeline, and
d sirous ol erjoying a_life of sip, nway from the
restruints of howe. claiws the * portiun ot keods
taiting 1o b’ Ihs unfilial request is granted.
According to Juwish 1a®W this portion would be half
that of the elder t1uther<Deut 2t : 1.)  Soin the
apesiagy of the life fullo,ws that of the heart, and
bune 18 forenken. In the *“fur cvuntry,” where
od 18 not, the ** portion *’ i8 soon fquandered—all
that brings even a falre happinessis gune; **there
18 1,0 such waster as the sinper.” Aud now when
riot and lust have run their course “fawine arise<,”
‘Ihe wretched Prodigal dizcovers that * it is an evil
and » biter thing to forrake the Lord ; ” he dirco-
vers that the gratification of appetites and passiong
cannut give peace, and that nuthing can cowpensate
for the luss of truth, punity sud jove. lu merey,
even Gud hus sv ordained ; for by this scrrow he
wi)l recall us to u better mind. Driven by Lis
misery, sinking 1 wer and Jower he biresbimself1o
au alicn for emplo ment detestable toaJew. The
rage of his hunger (the euvul'shunger) craves ashure
in the food of the swine which be fed (" lusks”
pods which g1ow onthe carobtrec ; used in the Eagt
and in apuin as food fur swine). ‘llns miserable
sustenance even isdenied him; {some exjlain—
*"he was driven to thig ivod for 7o wan gave him
aunyihing btmer.”{3 How diflerent this from Iis
Futher s hiuse! But the divine mercy uses his
misery to produco penitence. **He came to hun-
folt” "} ¢ uwoke from the delusion. e conriders
what his folly had lost him. le will seck the home
wtich he has wickedly Jeft, wili hun.ble hwn n
confes: icn of bis sin, and will seek the place, not of
a son but of a *'hred servant.”” le does as he
proj osed ; torod’s band is slready here. Nothard
to be won—watobit g with earnest ity for the fiist
movement bomewards i—bis Fathersees Lim “yeta
great way off,” and, ruoning to u cet him imypresses
ujon him the kies ot reconcilinticn. (cee Jer. 4:
123 Gen, §0:.9; James4:8.) Andnow, purdoned,
he has beart o confess, (Fzek. % 1: .0 " ftut reas.
surcd by the Father's marvellouslove “the intended
close of hig coufetsion is nut uttered,”- he says
nuthing about restoration_ to the p ace mercly of
servart. And now the tather’s affection is lnvithed
upon him, Ho will shew at once that the place «f
the restored child is not inferior to thaut v. cated by
tho erring child. ‘1he best robe (* first™s is put
upon bim, the robe of perfect righteovrness,—in
ptace ot hig rags. (Ie, 61: 1, kov s:», Zech. 42 4)
A ring,—the token of frecdom,~(the Spirit Low has
made him free',—is put on bis hand 18 attire 18
completed, and bois fully prepared fur_duty by
shees being put on his feet, (Ephes. 6: 15, Zech. I:
1z, The taited calf, reserved lor a season of festive
joy, i8 killed ; and great gladuess reigns in tbis h. me

ecanse the lost one i8 found, * This God is our
God for ever and, ever.”



