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revivais, such us the world luis seldoin
Scen. Caiiing to niind but one of many
significant changes tluut tran.spired dur-

ingt the ycar 1875-the :ncxation, of'
Fiji to the British Empire-may it not
hc said in very deed, that Christianity
7&as received the I leatiien for its in-
heritance, and the uttermost parts of
the earth for a possession." Wh;ît
slial we say of the goodness of God
to our own Church ? Wliat can we say

bu -ti,'"The Lord bath donc great

things for us, whercof we are gld"In
the union so long looked for, and now so
bappily accompiished, II 1E OIIOWNET11
THIE YEAR WITii 1-is GOODNESS."

THE RETROSPECT.

"Ro.ýiEwasnot bui1t in aday." Neither
do churches attain maturity, like Jonahi's
gourd, in a night. It is more than a cen-
tury since the bine banner of Pr<ésby.
terianisin was first unfurled in B3ritish
North Ainerira, and we judge it flot ont
of place to take if it be but a short look
through that vista of years, and to ocupy
a few sentences iii the first number of
the Presbyteriau Record, in tracing the
successive steps by which the new point
of departure was reached on the fifteenth
of June, 1875-the Birthdny of 'I'IE
PRESBYTERIAN CEuaCHI IN CANADA.

In the Upper Provinces. the Cburch
of Scotland was first in the fieid. As
early as I 765-six years aftcr the con-
quest-The Rev. Georre Henry, coun-
mcnced bis stated ministry at the ancient
ea',ital of Quebco. St. Andrew's con-
gregation there was organized in 1784,
whien the Rev. Dr. Spnrks was inducted to
the charge. Shortiy afterwards the Rev.
Johin Bethune hegan bis ministry in
Montreni, where he remarned not, qaite a
year, and thon took up bis residenice, in
1787> at wihliamstown in the county of
Glengarry, where lie was the mens of
forming a number of congregntions, and
among ivhorn ha laboured with zeal and
fidelity uflI bis death in 1815. In

1803 these two mnisters, with ilr. Dun-
citn 1islier, eider, constitutcd theinselves
irito the Birst IlPresbytcry of MNontireat."
l3y slow degrees their nunibers were
inoreased througli occasional arrivais frorn
'-cotlaîîd, and. in 18.il, the ropresenta-
tives of the Scottisit 1iý's4îbishinen t re-
8snlved to form themselves into an orga-
nized bidy under the naine of - the Pres-
byterian Church of'Canada in connection
with the Churcli of Scotland." This
Synod, divided into four Presbyteries,
began wvith 25 ministers on its roll of
nienberzihip. But ini the miautime cer-
tain oter iiiiinisters o? the Presbyterian
order had corne to Canada. Some of
thein hailcd froin the Secession Churchi
in the oid country: ruthers beiongcd to

"the Relief " Ciîurch, and witli them
came to ha associzib-d '-ne or two Congre-
gational brethrcn. Iii i e ycar 1818 these
forined themselves into " the Presbytery
of the Canadas " and next yenir assumed
the naine of i" the UJnited Synod o? Upper
Canatda," whichi continued Vo, meet ut
intervals tilt 1840, wlhen its miini>ters,
ei--dIteen in nuinhber, wcre receivcd by the
qynod in connection withi the Clintch
of Scotland. Tijs accession to its mem-
bers, brought the roll of that Synod to
include the naines of eighty-two ministers.

In 1832.3, a third body had arisen,
who, not seeing their way eiearly to con
nect theniselves with either of the exist-
ing Synods, became known as "the Synod
of the United Preshyterian Church la
Canada." 0f those who had to do with
the fort-ation of Vhis Synod, the venerable
Dr. Taylor o? Montreat, is now the only
survivor.

'l hae wave o? disruption that rolled
ncross the Atlantic in 1844, gave rise Vo
the ncst important epoch in the 1 -resby-
tonial history o? Canada. In the begin-
ning of that year. the Church, o? Scotiand
Synod hiad niniez-oie ïMinisters; in Jul7
1845, it lad onlyfift y-four. with tweaty-
two vacant congregrations. Then bcgan the
struggie for pre-eminence hetween three
vigorous branches of thecohurch, each o?
thcm having est:jblishe1 a sehool of tIe
prophets in accord:ijc,, with their several
poiities-Queen's Colloge at Kingý;ston;


