s vy

[

o, wer

s p e

~\‘.
i

TR COMMIEROLALA

151

Ehe Gommetaal

WINNIPI'.(., NO\ I,SHH',R 3, lS!iO.

PUSH YOUR COLLECTIONS.

The credit systom has beon carried to ex-
teemes in this country of late years.  larmers
are in debt hewvily to country merchanty as
well as to other parties ; the merchants are in
dobt to the wholesale teade, and so oa all the
way throngh. The system has brought many
to tho brink of ruin, and it has been recognized
that u reform in our mode of doing business is
pocessary.  Credit has been dispensed al.
togothor too frooly all around to allow of busi.
ness being covried on on anything like a safe
basis. A conple of unfavorable crop yecurs in
sccossion has rendercd it very ditlicuit to make
¢ollections, and the result has beon to thorough-
chxposc the evils of theereditsystem ascarried
ob in this way.

This year the crops have turned out fairly
satisfactory to the large majority of our farm
¢rs, who should Le able to wipe out their past
Habilities to a large extent. We wounld there-
fore fmpress upon country merchants the ad-
visability of pushing their collections. The

* importance of this matter caunat be too strongly
urg d. Do not wait until the furiners have
piarketed ail their grain aad paid out the pro.
ceeds therefrom in other ways.  Store bills are
the very first thing which should ba paid, but
a$ a rale they a-e the last.  Many farmers will
8'ven invest their cash in speculative ventures,

. sehile store bills of long standing are left un.
pmd This year there will be a strong push to
oollcct outstanding liabilities all around. The
{mp.unent, and loan companics are preparing
to make an extra cffict to push collections. [Ie
ic therefore the more neccasary that country
merchants should be up and Aeing, and use
every elflurt to secure payment of their acconnta.

: lfhey will have to push the matter to get their
-shure of the cash while it is golng. \We would
sa,). do net be too much afraid of offenling a
cnstomer The money is due you, and you
ha.\e a right to it. Moreover, you have liabili-
tles which you must ineet, und you nced the

) cé.sl\ \Wholesale houses have been very lenient
durmg the past year, but they recognize the
gecessny of being fismer in the matter of
collc(.tlons in the future, aud are now snxious
_tp have accounts due them straightened up.
Reuxl merchants will therefore be obliged to
ga) up wore sharply, to keep their credit good.
"The way accounts have gone for the last year
bétween the wholesale and retail trace is any-

: zbml\ but a proper way of doing bunsivess It

4 15 altogether wrong, and a chanje is necessary.

{Jndcr the circumstances it was impossible to
iorcc payment eaclier, but now that the harvest
ia over ani the grain is ready for market, retait
mordmnt,s cannot reasonably expect a much
Jonger continuation of the lepiency shown them

- e.,jgfythewho]etsnlohouscsdurmg thepastseason. In

‘-%!é the amouats due them,
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“abder to straighten up accountsthey must gather
We would there-
¢ again urg: upon them the necessity of at
ce setting about the matter of collecting in
M ir accounts, and pushing this department

‘Tho collection of accounts

most cnergotically.
fin-

will be for the next few months the most
portant matler to ¢ngage the attention of
merchants ull over the country.

Following up the collection of amounts 03
books, it is very necessary that ap elfort should
be wade to restrict the crelit system for lhe
future to n much greater extent than has been
the case in tho past.  Bxperionce during he
past few years hns shown that credit has been
given ultogether too freely. It vill be s very
ditheult wattee to carrect the evil of long and
free credit, us it has gained aficw footing in the
country, but merchants should be tiem in the
matter, and cndeavor to restrivt tho business to
reasonable limits in the future. United action
by tho merchants in the dilferent towns would
be the most etlectual way of remedying the evil.
By wmeeting togethor to discuss the muatter,
dealers might come to some decision to work
together to curtail the credit business.

NEGLECTING A PROFITABLEINDUSTRY.

f.ast week Tur Comvrreran had something
to say upon the question of raising hogs, by
way of drawing attention to this important
matter, Ty Commenciarn does not reach the
farmers of the country who are the greatest
losers, through the neglect of this profitable
industey. If the provincial papors would take
up the question and discuss it thoroughly, they
would be doing a service to the country at
large, and the general discus-ion of the matter
would be productive of good.

There i3 no question as to tho vas. import-
ance of this matter to our farmers. QOue single
state.nont is only necessary to show this. Pork
can be produced at home for less than the
cost of freight and duty on the imported article.
Thut is, we pay more in freight and duty alone
on the imported product than the cost of grow-
ing it at home would amount to. At the
present time practically all cured hog
products are brought in from the south and
east. It is estimated that the cost to the con-
sumers« f westernCanadafor these commoditicsis
not far from $2,000,000 annually. The in:ported
stufl costs three cents per pound duty, and say
ono cent per pound for freight and handling.
Thus the consumers of these products here are
paying four cents in freight and duty on every
pound consumied, in addition to the first cost of
the commodity and dealers’ piofits. It is
estimated that pork can be produced at home
at a cost of two to three cents per pound. In
a yew like the present, with large crops of
cheap grain and roots, it is believed that i
would not cost much over two cents per pound
to grow pork here, or about half what we are
paying in freight and duties un the imported
stuff. Thus cured stulfcostingtive to six centsper
poundinChic.go, isincreased in value to 9 to 10
cents per pound laid down in Winnipeg, and to
this agaia must be added dealers’ profits.  The
freight and duty could be saved by producing
these commodities at home, and this saving
would be distributed among our people. Besides
this, the farmer would have a further profit,
b.ing the difference between the cost of growing
aud the prico tealized for his hogs.

This should be sufficicLt to show tho loss
which this country is sustaining through not

producing its own hog meats.  Besides thia
way of looking at the matter, there is also the
fact to be borne in mind that large quantities
of grain amd potatoes v went out of the
country wluch could be nrore profitably con-
sunel ut home sor feeding hoys.

IRRIGATING PRATRIE LAND.

Recently Tup Covvencist reproduced an
reticle from a Chicago grain paper regarding
ircigation in Dakota, A experiment was wiade
at Hitcheock, South Dakota, of irrigating by
muans of artesian wells, which proved wonder
fully successfu'. The icrigted land produced
twenty-three bushels of wheat per acre, worth
83 cents per bushel.  The aon-irrigated land
adjeining  praduced four bushels per acre,
woith 53 cints per bushel  About the same
results were attained with other crops.

This Lrings forcibly to our attention the
possibility of cirrying out an extensive system
of irrigation by means of artesian wells in our
dry western country.  Happily throughout
Manitoba and a large portion of the territories
there is no need to resort to irrigation, as the
average rainfall is suflicient for agricultural
purposes.  But there is a dry belt which covers
a vast area of country in the central portion of
the territories, and if this region is to be utilized
to advantage for agricultural purposes, it is
ovident that some means of irrigation nust Le
resorted to. The soil and climate are favor.
able, otherwise than that the rainfall is not
suflicient ta enscre crops one y oar with another.
1f irrigation by means of artesian wells can be
cartied out successfully in Dakota, it could also
be resorted to in this region with no doubt as
favorable results, providing the water can be
obtained. It las been established by experi-
ment that water can be readily obtaiued at
sone points in the dry belt by boring, and it
would seem to b. the duty of the Governmnent
to make farther investigations in this direction.

Experimeats io the direction of growing
crops from artesian well irrigation might be
mado to advantage in conncction with the
establishment of two or three experimenta!
farms in the dry belt. The first point would
be to secure the water, aud where this is found
a farm could be located. ‘I'he two experimental
farms now established in the prairic country
by the Duminion Government will certainly
prove of gyreat benefit to the country. Rut
these farms are both iu the eastern and moister
climate. The vast western and northern
portions of the territories are yet without any
institutions of this nature. ‘The difference in
the climatic conditions prevailing at Brandun
and Indian Head, where experimental farms are
now located, is not uearly so great as
between Indian Head and say Medicine Hat,
or between Medicine Hat awd Culgary, There
is also a much greater variation in the ¢'imate
of southern and northern Alberta. \While
therefore the vwo farms established will be uge-
ful in serving the interests of the castern
portion of the prairic conntry they will not be
of such value to the central and western
portions. In following up this wark of the
oxperimental farms to the best advautage, it
will be necessary to establish farms in the
northorn, central and western portions of the



