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There is impendiog a revolution in Education more radical than the
world has yet seen. It may be considered by those who have thought
carnostly on the subject, that it has been long in coming, but after all, no
great new departure can be a success hefore the world 15 awakened to #, and
educated and ripe for it. In the present article we shall only discuss the sub-
ject in its broadest and most abstract aspect. Ilereafter, we shall have
more {o say as to details.

“It is the bane of this time,” says Mr. Charks . Ham, writing in
Harper, in February, 1586, **as of all previsus ages, that cducation is
reparded as a polite accomplishme nt merely having very little o do with
the real business of lite. This superficial view is an inhertance from the
Grecks and Romans, the curriculum «f whose schools consisted manly of
exercises in rhetoric and logic  ‘The revival of learning four bundred years
ago was the renarssance of classiorm.  In tue schoals, probiciency i the
languages of peoples whose mstitutions had long stuce petishe d, was made
the test of scholarship., The sciences were neglected, and the uselul ants
treated with platonic scorn” Bacon (followed by Lecke and Rousseau)
was the first to demonstrate the poverty of the old scholasticism as an educ-
tional force. Then Comenius, Pestalozzi and Froebel sirugled to rupplant
abstractions by object teachings  To-day many emment men, as well s the
special organs of various collegiate and other cducatinal instiutivus, join
in deprecating the aruficial and unnatural prestige of classics, 1 ¢ comploany
and recondite niture of examination qu.stions, and e stran of podantny
on the brain of the young. There 1s in fact a gencral broadenivg f the
educational outlovk, and the questiun whether the old methods are of prac
tical avail to smooth the road of future life is at Jast plaivly set before us
Progress in the past bas buen retarded by the stubborn sesistance of the
schoolmaster. That resistance is now fast giving way before common sense.
There is, we may here remark, & very singular point abueut the leavening of
mankind by common sense.  For canturies it lies donmant, aud then, when
it does flash out, it is but one great man or su of anage Whw Tceuves
illumination, and it is well if he be not set down as, in his da, aund-coumry,
a wizard or a dreamer. The latter was the fate of the Marquis of Wur
cester, on whose really practical ming first dawned the capabilians of sicam,
Had he been contemporary with Bacun, that great micd naghi weli have
co-operated with him, and the world have been revolutionized two hundred
years earlier  Peter the Great, oae of the must extraordimarny practical
men that cver lived, “cast aside his royal robes,” and buidly Lundied the
shipwright's tools  In like manner, the Great Czar educated Limselt mto a
finer General than Charles 12th of Sweden.  Within the lines of strategy,
tactics, and supply, all great Generals have been of the sirr gest comn.n
sense. And why? Because therr profession compelled them to tectincality
in every branch of it.

“From the dust of 300 ycars of neglect,” says Mr. Ham, @ M. Victof
Della Vos has rescued Bacon's aphorism, ¢ Education is the cultivation of a
legitimate familiarity betwixt the mnd and things,” and, with a 1are touch ot
inspiration, made it the vital principle of art culture in the curriculum of the
Imperial Technical School of Moscow.” .

It is in this way that Manual Trammng as an Educational Agency, which
has already wade its advent in the schools of the United States, 1s now fore
ing its claims on the recogmtion of Canadian educatiomists It has no
quarrel with Greek and Laun, which are admirable as tramers of minds,
conscious of powers and tendencies which may hereafier turn them to prac-
tical account.  This 1s the question— What is pracvcal 2 We houd the Defi-
nitions of Euclid to be of practical utility ¢ven to him whose turn of nund
will never lead him to the higher mathematics, Lecause they clear the nund
and bind it over to distinctness and accuracy. Wo doubt it the boy on
whom these definitions have impessed themselves, can ¢ver be an proue b
exaggeration of statement as he who is ignorant of them. Iur similar rea-
sons we believe in a knowledge of Greck and Laum Gramwar and Greek
roots, even for those who may never find themselves capabie of construing a
line of Homer or Virgil. But unless a boy, 50 1o sprak, “takesto” the
classics as a duck takes to water, we would press them ro further.  Bui the
uses of Manual Training are infinitely more far-reaching. In the laburatory
of carpentry, the pupil is led to the consideration of the natural history of
certain trees—the qualitics and adaptabilities of thar woods. With the
manipulations of iron and steel are allied ail the great events of the world’s
history, He who can handle with dexterity the plane and the chiaci—he
who can forge a horse-shoe—has at his command not ony the grautication
of skill, but, 1in wmany circumstances of hife the attaiment of comtor 5 and
appliances sometimes otherwise unprocurable, sometnnes only attairable at

the cost of moncy and delay. In any workmanship, o fact, i which he |
may have received technical traming, he is 1n a pusiion which all whole- | 1

l'o mo
s, if taken young cnough, therc 1s great fascination 1 manual arts.
en they have grown older under the exciusive influchee of other studies
the attraction i1s much lessened.

some natures desire—that of being independent and ecif-sufhicing.
bo

St Lordon of her men «f talent,”
fbhecome the happv henting gr und of the English carpet bagger™  If the

! former be true, Seotland s*cms to have suffered no depletion of brains from
Exclusively memal traiming dues not |

subject in Lhis issuc; but the Revolution is as certain of advent as the
return of daylight, and we shall continue to illustrate it at an carly period,
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THE SCOTTISHH HOME RULE ASSOCIATION.

A communication received by the * St. Andrew's Saciety” of Ottawa,
from Mr. McNaught, the Secretaty of the ¢ Scotush Home Rule Associa.
tinn " is not of a nature to reconmend their grounds of advecacy to thought.
ful persons  As we observed last week, the hnperial Parliament is so
heavily embarrassed by the amountof small local business,thatit cannot attend
properly W both Tpenal and local interests,  “The recently passed County
Goverrment Act will probably do something to ease the congestion, but we
bedieve that Brtain wall find it best at no distant date to cstablish English,
Scotch, and ltish Legislatures to attend to local affairs, leaving strictly
Linpvaal mattars fur the Linperial Parhament, just as in Canada the conduct
of affaits 1s divided between the Dominion and the Provincial Parliaments;
and it is a matter of some pride to Canada to find herself in the position of
an example leoked up to in a question of Imperial organization. ‘

We consider that Home Rule will be a blessing to all the three Mothet
Countries as suon as it can be established with a due regard to the solidity
of the Empire; we sympathize, therefor2, with both Scotland and Ireland in
Wis aspiration, and it 1s fortunate that the former is unembarassed by the
questions and the feelings which unhappily stand in the way of those conces-
~ons 1o Ireland which, of she would frankiy abandon unlawful terrorism,
ought 10 be at once taken into fricndly and geneious consideration,

We are accustomed to recognize in Scotsmen all thuse sterling qualities
which gzo to the making of the best stamp of citizen. It is disappointing,
therefore, to find what we suppuse we maust call an accredited body fur the
promotion of a measure which we conceive few Englishmen, except fossil
Cunscrvatives, would fcel any deep-seated reluctance to further, damaging
taeir ciimenty reasonable cause by the kind of rant which has done so
much to tetard justice o Ircland, the chief charactenistic of which 1s the
appeal, by perversions of fact and histery, to the passions of the ignorant.

It may fairly beassumed that, where vue Scotchman may be found who
desires the dismemberment of the Empure, a thousand would present them
selves to fight for s uety, It scums, thercfure, improbable that Mr.
McNaught, on behalf of the Socicty he represents, furthers their contentions
in accurdance with the scouments held by the wajunty of the nauon.

Almost the opening of their statement indicates its essentially false tone,
whon it says * the assertion that the union of 1707 benefitted Scotland, is an
utter fallacy.” It goes on to affirm that the unton * has been productive of
untold crils to Scutland,” and constitutes the clap trap appeal to the pocket
that **she 15 tu day a j nnt obhigantin an enormous debt of nearly £7.49.000,-
ooo, mainly caused by fighung the encmies ot Englaud, not Scotland, for the
Scuts were always a peaceful people, at war with no country but Evgland,
ard that only in sclf-defence,’ Now, in the first place, it is absurd, and
may be wicked, to endeavor 10 rouse popular passions on the doings of arbi-
trary and masterful suvercigns of feudal times—acts which have long sine.
passed into the philosophical retrospeet of history. In the next place Sir
Walter Scott was a Scotsman whose patriotism will scarcely be impugned.
Sir Walter 1 as touched on the relativns of Scotchmen to Englanil in four or
five of tis novils, and the teadeacy of his illustrations is strongly confirma-
tive o f the gereratly sencived opinion that, even from the time of James the
First, the benefits of the ¢ mnection fell to Scotland in no scant measure,
and the alacrity with which the Scottish volunteers sprang to arms at every
alarm of a French invasion in Napoleon's time, savors but little of the idea
that Scotland was fighting eneimies who were not her own,

The utterly childish statement follows that the union was the main cause
of the two rebellions of 1715 and 1743, a piece of nonsense, calling for no
serious refutavon.  From exaggerauon and mis-statement to direct falsehood
is but a step, and we are next told that Scottish institutions have been
assancd, and that the legislative neglect of Scotland ** has been, and is, such
as no other country in the world would have borne so long with patience.”
In the case of Ircland there is ground for such a charge, and England has her-
self sulfered from the congestion of local legislation ; but it is well known
that quesnions affecting Scotland are left almost entirely to Scottish members,
ard, if any have suffered neglect, the neglect has been from the same cause
from wkich England herself has been inconvenienced.

‘The associstion is jealous of what has been done tor Ireland, and goes
into a mac< of figures 1y prove that Scotland gets very inadequate 1eturna
for ber centribuniens to the Imperial revenue,  If there be any truth in the
lanter comention, corfidence is again shaken by the ascription, to the fact
of the <eat of Governinent betng in London, of all the misery and destitution
Scotlind. frome the Tweed to the Hebrides; and by the ludicrous com
plaints that ““ another serious drain to Scetland is the constant migration to
and that “our couniry appears to have

the alleged imeltecmal ex~dus - and with regard to the latier, most people

producc 2 symmetncal characier, because 1t mercy 1€aches the SWUSHLROW | oy fegy in the habit of fancying that the shoe best fitted the other foot.

10 think, and the essenuial complement of thought 1s actiun.
dian youths can hope to make their living by mere ntellectuansm.

old system of education by subjecuve prucesses tends more or less to
promotion of scifishness.
ple fact of its beirg objective.

There is sufficiznt cvidence of the highest character that, even where a!
considerable portion of the day is devoted to it, academie werk does not fip (e narrow and eaptious spirit of its manifesto,  We do not think thaith
suffer, but compares well in quantity and quality with that of classes in | siqement cither embodies the ¢ pintons of Scotchwmnen at large, oLty

;atuuse an the Cutomes any very keen sywmpathy with tk '
Space {or the want ef it) precludes our going further into this important | assumes to represent them,

schools where 1t is not praetired

But few Cana- |

I'"¢ crede d-cnment cleoses with a feeble intimation that the rather unkind

l:"': l'anacks on England and Ireland do not indicate any desire to impair the
M T et cypremacy of the Impenal Parliament, and a vague imp'ication of the Calo
anual traiming promotes altrwstm (rom the S 4 ile whoce desire for Fud ration the association seems to think would be

scme aid to itscause.  This is all very well, but if the Colanies enter into an
Jmpenal Fedention, the Scottish Association may be sure that it will not be




