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TUIHE CRITTIC,

HOME AND FARM.

‘The genoral agricultural oullook so far is that crops aro on the whole,
govd throughout North America, and vory bad in Earope owng to tho un-
paralolled continuance of wot weather. Tho French report is particularly
bud. Hay, the President of the Agricultural Society says, is destroyed,
tho peasants havo beon compellod to kill their snimals, corn cannot ripen,
potatoos have rotted, and the vintage will be very inferior.

The following paper on Butter-Making, read at a rocont Ontario Grango
Meoting, i3 so plain and distivet, and to a cortain extent so oxhaustive in
the explauation of fundamental principles, that no apology is required for
its roproduction. W have hore and there vory slightly abbroviated it.

As a rulg thuro is no operatiou in domestic economy in.which the averago
farmer's*wife considers hersolf more nearly the mistross of tho situation than
that of buttvr-making, and swd it is to eay that in none are there so many
overstretehes of sulf-esteom and mistaken ideas of ono's own qualification
and knowledgo of a business as 1 this,

Weo would here desire to juard against misinterprotition by adding that
woe do vot wish 1o be understood ns snying that the average housokeoper
docs not muko a fair, or even what would be termed a good article of butter
upoun the markol ; but as there is no recognized standard for home-made
butter, and in many markets there is not oven an inspector or grader, it has
becomo pruverbial that pour butter brings very neaily as good a prico as the
best homie made, houce but little encouragemont is offered to butter-makers
to study the art, urd practise carefully the most improved systoms of hand-
liug not vuly the butter, but the milk and cream. It is as well known that
milk and cream improperly handled cannot produco a good article of butter,
as it is that flour und yeast improperly handled cannot produce good hread ;
in proot’ whereof we have only to call attention to the fact that ereamery-
mado butter realizes a price usually from one-third to ono-half higher than
tho best home-mude, whilo in many iustances if a pieco of each wore placod
before an expert he would be puzzled to toll tho homo-made from the
creamery-made article; thus showing that while many butter-makers aro
thoroughly schooled in the art of butter-making and take as groat pains to
carry out all the necessary requirements, and produce as good au asticlo
(outfit and other opportunities considered) as the creamerios, yot the propor-
tion of butter-mikers who d. s is so small that the general reputation of
home-made butter is far helow par. -

If wooexamine tho delicato composition and nature of milk and crean
we cannot fail to bu impressed with tho fact that it requires very caroful
hoandling.  The mwilk is composed of four principal ingredients whose
chemical combinations are so critical that a slight wistake may producs a
chemical change rninous to the production of guod butter ; the ingredients
are easeine or matter which produces the curd ; fat, contained in small round
alobes called globules, surivumded by o thin conting of the casoine or cuid,
which adheres to the ittle globes or drops of fat; a sweot substauce called
sugar of mitk, which is very delicate in flivor and very suscoptible to
chemical change ; and a thin watery substance, forming the bulk of the
mixture, called whey. The fatty matter in milk varies in quantity from 23
to 6} per cent, the cuscine or curd from 3 to 10 per cent., and the whey or
watery matter from 80 to 90 per cent. Tho proportions vary according
to the kind of animal, the nature of the food, the temporature of the atmo-
sphere and other circumstances. Average good milk will genorally yield
from 10 to 15 per cent. of its own volume in cream, the averago being about
121 per cent. or oue-cighth of the whole.

Milk weighs about 4 per cont. more than water, but, strango to say, rich
milk i3 lighter than poor milk, the specific gravity of the fat being liguter
thau the caseine ; henco to skim the milk incroses its specific gravity, as
shown by test of the lactometer. Tho fatty portions, being lighter than tho
cascine aud whey, natutally riso to the tup, forming the cream. Tho adhesive
nature of the fat, increased by the gummy nature of the sugar of milk,
causes small portions of the caseine or curdy matter to adhoro to the globulcs
or little round halls of fut or butter, covering them entirely up, so that
instead of the cremmn presenting a yollow appearance—the real color of tho
fat or butter- -it presents a whitish appearanco—the color of the caseino or
curd—and this caseino becomes so tightly glued to the littlo balls of fat that
it necessitates tho operation of churning to beat off the caseine matter
adhering to the little globes of butter Were it not for this covering of
cascine or curd on the globules no churning would be required, but tho
cream When it rises to tho top would be clear Lutter, only requiring to be
worked to work out tho butter milk, which is nothing more than a mixture
of whoy and curd.

(To be continued.)

Moss on fruit treos may bo kopt off by persistently at intervals washing
tho trees with strong soap-suds. If they have become mossed over, take a
hou and scrape the moss off beforo washing, and then wash two or threo
times during the next two months.  An oxcellent wash is mado as follows :
To ono bucketful of water add two quarts stroug soft soap, half a pint crudo

carbolic acid, two oz, Pans green, with lime enough to make a thin pasto
that will adhero.

Dryixe okt Cows —The following novel method 1s recommended by an
English authority :—

* Get water from a smithy whero 1ron has beon cooled for some days.
Givo your cows a dosc of salts, and two days after,a pint and a half of
lingeod oil. Warmn your smithy water, and Latlie their udders threo timos a
day, comnencing immediately after you give dho salts. If the milk is not

and soaked some wheat, on which I sprinkled arsenic.
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It has been proved that tho administration of iron cowpounds tonds
groatly to the lessening of the flow of milk, A doso twice o day of gpe
drom of iodine of iron will holp groeatly to dry up a cow. It is n go0d thig,
also to bathe tho uddor with tincturo of camphor and wator. If the cow i
very hard to dry off, feed dry food and lesssn the daily ration of water,

Wo do not know whether any of tho readers of our agricultural colump
aro troubled with tho * uuspoakable” sparrow ; if thoy are, the following
noto from a corrospondont of the N.Y. Country Gentleman, may not bo
uninteresting :—
Cusyivoe ov TE Spariows.—I have been so overrun with sparrows that
I had to feed my poultry inside the house. I havo stood watch at f, eilinn
aud other times, and vellod, thrown stones, boaten a box with a lath (thz
best thing,) aud tried ovorything to scaro them away, but failed. Tpey
would alight almost at my very foet. Well, I began feeding insido ehbiealy,
This I put in sovory
places, on tho roof of hon house, in my garden, &e. Did they eat it, and

din? No; they would not touch it, but, singular to relato, thoy quite 3.
appeared from my premises.

OUR COSY CORNER,

A handsomo prayor book is a necessary addition to overy mrad Parisag
wodding outfit. These buoks are designed by great artists after the misal;
of the 12—16th centuries, and ornamented with illumivations and {hs
finest steel engravings and copper plates. They are bound in leather ang
havo silver clasps and mountings, which aro again quite a work of art. ¥,
lstely heard of suck a book costing the fabulous prico of 10,000 francs,

Foot-trimmings on skirts aro rovived, and occasionally a quite deep
flounco is seen. A protty arraugemout for soft silks is a sorios Gf pinked-ont
rufles about four inches deep, gathered very full and overlapped about half
the dopth of each, the flufly ruche thus formed being nearly a quarter of 3
yard deep,  Somotimes thero are only threo or four ruffles thus arranged, or
thero may be three or four plaitings Iaid iu double or triple box-plaits. The
ohject is to give a fuller cffect at tho bottom of the skirt, which is cortainly
much moro becoming than an untrimmed skirt, unless it be very full. The
broken ontline afforded by a full raching or plaiting always onhances the
boauty of a pretty foot as it peeps in and out, while it softens the defect:
aud apparently Giminishes the size of one that needs such advantage.

There seoms to he almost a furenr for the uso of moird ribbon in narrow
widths,—from ouno to two inches. Draperies of plain not—Dblack, white, or
cremm—are striped longthwise with theso narrow ribbons, and several row;
are sowed around the bottow, thus forming a pleided trimming.  Skirts of
soft woollen fabrics have several rows—from thiee to five—around the fot
of tho skirt, and a similar garniture often finishes the drapery, particularly if
it be ono of the ample, carelessly looped stylo mado of plain breadths, au
draped with reforence to the figuro of the wearor rather than with a *set”
offect. These ribbons are also disposed in perpendicular, horizontal, and

diagonal lives to form panels or fronts on skirts, and also in trollis and
ladder effects.

Dining voom cnrtains should be tied back with silken scarfs matciing
the color of the floial decorations.

Now milking-stools brought over from Japan have bamboo legs and pale-
leaf tops.

0Odd glove-boxes are made of green rushes, braided, and lined with
quilted satin.

tamped and ombossed leather photograph-frames are a succoss.

For visiting bonnots the matorials used will bo embroidered silk sod

spotted Russian tulle, aud for ornaments, foathors, gold arrows, ostrich tip
and silk wheat cars,

Flounces are worn on lace and silk dressos as a straight or festoonsd
panel, or they may have several narrow, over-lapping, pleated, or rufii

ones at tha front. Tho short Empire waist is appropriato for house or oves:
ing dresses.

Immonse angel-sloeves are worn oa tea-gowns.

Whito woolen, silk, or cotton vests and plastrons are worn with any w2
all drosses.

Lino summer basques with Fronch cambric, which is as cool aslize
without buing unhealthy when dampened.

Shirred panels are protty with shirred plastrons snd full sleaves,

Trim a tea-gown with a jabot of laco down omo side, and a bande!
tinsel or ombroidered galloon on the other.

Articles of morocco leather are rich looking in whito and gold illumis
ated in the Gothic style.

., APVICE T0 JMoTHERS.  Are you disturbed at night and broken of your rest by asd
child muffering and crying with pain_of Cntting ‘Teeth 7 If #o, send at once and i3
bottlo of ** Mm Winsfow's Soothing Syrup,” for Children Teething, It value is incalat
able. It will relieve tho poor little sufferer immediately.  Depend upon it, mobas
thero it no mistake about it. It cures Dysentery and Diarthaa, regulates the Stozss
and Dowels, cures Wind Colic, softens the Gumna, reduces Inflammation, and gives it
and encrgy to the whole systom. “ Mrs, Winslow's Soathing Syrup” for children tee
is pleasant to the taste, and ia the l»rcxcription of onec of the oldeat and best female pt;

away in threo days, rub the udder with vincgar.”

cians and nurses in the United States, and is for salo by all druggists throughost i
world. Price, 25 cents  bottle,




