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_ A Warning voles from tho Spanish
. Armada.
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DY MAJOR GENERAL T. D. CoLnsoy, R.E.

(Continned from page 340.)

List of the Spanish Armada that sailed from
Iisbon at the end of May, 1688.

‘Tho Portugueso squadron. Commanded
by—"Tho Duke of Medina Sidonia, 12 vessels
of various kinds,

The Castile squadron. Commanded by
General Diego Florez de Valdez (the most
oxperienced sailor in the ficet), 16 veasels of
various kinds.

Tho Andulusian squadron. Commanded
by—Goneral Pedro do Valdez, 11 vessels of
varions kinds,

The Biscayan squadron. Commavded by
General I. M, de Reealde (theupper Admir-
al), 14 vessels of various kinds.

‘he Quipuzcoan equadron. Commanded
by General Miguel de Oquendo, 14 Vessols
of various kinds,

‘Tho Italian squadron. Commanided b
General M. de Bortendona, 10 vessels of
various kinds,

Thoe Urcas squadron. Commanded by
General Gomez de Medinn, (store ship) 23
vessels of various kinds, .

Tenders, caravels, &c. Commanded by
General A, II. de BMendoza, 22 vessels of
various kinds.

The galeasses of Naples. Commanded by
Don H. de Monoada, 4 vessels of various
kinds.

‘fhe galeras, or galleys, Commanded by
?ftpdtinn D. Medrado, 4 vessels of various

kinds.

The second in commend was Don Al. de
Leyva, and Don Fr. de Bobadilla and Don
D. de Pimentel were chief officers,

The total number of vessels given by Don
D. do Pimentel was altogether 145, of
;vhich 110 were men of war, and 90 very

Arge.

The total tonnage of the whole fleot .

L Z:7: T Neeaaes . 69,120
The total number of guns........ .. 3,165
¢ soldiers...... 19,265
matiners,..... §,253
galley slaves,.. 2,088

By Motiley, 01 the suthority of Spanish
siriters,

Don D. de Pimentel said that daily allow-
ances was issued for 32,000 people.

Tho size of the men of war varied from
300 to 1,200 tons. Pimentnl's own ship (a
galeass of 'ortugal) was 700 tons.

‘The galleons were buge, clumsy vessels,
with jound sterns, built up at stem and
stern liko casties, and with buikwark mus-
quet proof, and the lower work four or five
teet thick, which was proof against small
guns.

The galleys were rowed by sluves, who set
amidships; the bow and stern had e¢ach en-
ormous towering structures,like castles. The
cannous were placed both in these and bo-

tveen the benches of the sluves.

The guleasses were similur, but one
third larger; each of these was rowed by 300
Blaves.

Pinaces and caravels were small sniling
vegsels, about the size of iwodern yachts.

All the vessels were ovar weighted with
top hamper in proportion to their draught,
and could bear but iittle canvas,even in fine
weather.

A Iarge vessel carried 63 guns ; Pimentel’s
carried 32, but one third of tho guns wero
of cast iron, ‘There were at loast 40 ronnds
of ammunition per gun.

‘I'he Spanish soldiers on board the Armada
contained tho picked vetetans of Spain,and

@
“

sero considered to- bo the pith of tho wholo
oxpedition. )

Tho Armada was sald to bo provisioncd
for six months. A Spanish record msdo by
order of King Philip, gives the following list
of provisions on board :—

110,000 quintals of biseuit.

6,600 bacon,
3,458 " goats’ cheeso.
8,000 1) tish.

3000 ,, rice,
‘The quintal being 1014 1bs, avordupois.
6,370 septiers of beans or white peuss (of
13 bushel each).
14,170 pipes of wvine (of 110 gallons). *
11,398 nrrobasofolive oil, of 33 gul's ench.
33,870 asrrobas of vinegar, s
11,870 pipes of water
which would be a poor provisicn for 30.000
poople for six months. It gives, however,
sonme notion of the diflerence in feeding ot
the Spaninrd and the Eunglishman of thut
time.
The same authority gives tho following
srms on board :—7,000 arquebusses, 1,000

Y | musquets, 10,000 pikes, 1,000 partisuns,

6 000 half pikes, so that the porportlon of
firo arms to soldiers wag nearly ono half; a
greater porportion than in the Englmh
forces; and the Spaniards had, nodoubt,
better firo arms. and wero more practised in
theiruse.

Consltruction of Spanisk Ships.

Sir W. Monson, an Admiral of those days
and a groat naval critic, had not a high
opinion of the Spanish navy, He says their
vessels were generally constructed for com-
merco rather than war; that they were com-

manded by soldiers who were ignorant of} y,

tho sen and despised the real seaman ; that
Philip bad to get skips and geamen from
othber parts of his dominions than Spain ; the
good vessels in the Armada being other
than Spanish ; and that generally the Eog-
lish were nt thet time superior to the Span -
1sh at sea, but this was owing, not to the
construction of the ships, buv to * the ir-
resolution and insufficiency of the men.”
Ono is rather surprised to hero this of the
conquerors of the New World and rulers of
an empire on which the sun nover set, but
wo must recollect that 1. was the Poriu -
guese who first Jed the way in maritime dis-
covery, and that Philip had the control over
the naval resources of Portugal, which he
used for the Armada toan extent disastrous
to that country,

Sir Willinm: eaters into the discussion of
construction of yessels with a zeal that
would have given him a prom.uent place in
naval litorature had he lived in the days of
ironclads. Hedoes not coincide in the op-
inion we find expressed by other sos cap
tains of the time, to the small advantage of
tho small handy Eweglish ships; for, us ho
puts it, in a maxim worthy to bo handed
down by English sailors, ¢ when you spenk
of the strength of ships, you must speak of
tho sufficiency of the men within her.” Suf-
ficiency, not of quantity, but of qunlity.
Therefore he suys, * I would rather desire a
reasonnole ship of the King of Spain's man-
ned with Boglishmen, than a very goodship
of her Majesty's manned with Spaniards,”
In short he lends us to infer that, in his
opin.on, tho Spanish- Arm da was defeated,
not by superiority ot skips, but of seamen ;
a view of naval warfare which io these days
of scientific naval constiuction, ought not to
bo obscured. Indeed, lie commeonds the
golleys, vessels. which failed beyond ullin
the Armade, and especially the ** gallinss of
Venice,” v8 **luw and snug Ly the water,'’

fact, tho ‘¢ Dovastation” of her day. Thus
wo loatn, from tho criticisms of this-expert
of the time, that, although tho size and coa-
struction of ships may alter from ago to ago
tho different classes of them necessary for
naval ssar will romain much tho samo
throughout all nges, and tho main naval
strength of a country will always depend..on
tho quality of tho seamen.

- Preparations in the Netherlands.

Tho Dulke of Parma, King Philip's Vico-
roy in that part of the Notherlands which
still acknowledged his rule, was considered
ono of tho best soldicrs of his day, and was,
besides, un ablo ruler and diplomatist. If
Pilip bad put the whole affuir ol the invas
lon of England into his hands, the issue
nught have been very different ; but, lortu
nntely for this country, Philip's habitun]
distrust made him limit Parma's action to
the preparation of the main body of the
{and forces required, and Parma appears to
have dono his part with compleleness, zeal,
and caution, For ho had nis forces fully
equipped for their work long before the
Armada was ready; and during the whole
timo tho preparations were going on, he
succeeded in so blinding Qucen Elizabeth
and her couacillors, that negoliations for
peace wero carried onup to the last minuto;
and one of her Uommissioners in the Nethor
lands writes confidently of Parma’s pacific
_intentions on the day when the Armada was
having its first engagemont with the Eng-
lish fleet.

By April, 1388, Parma bad collected,
under psotence of subduing the newly uni
ted Provinces, nnd of checking France, a
forco of the lollowing composition and num-
ers ;—

Tufaatry.
Spanish......... «..... ... 8,118
Nalian c.oeeeenion. oo 5,339
Burgundian, Irish, aud Scotelr ... 3,278
Wallon......... eveeiee ave.- . 17,8%
German..... eeeaes e Coee - oee 19,995
Gurrisons of foitresses 1,180
56,265
Cavaliy.
Getman..... ceeeseaectnes eenes 3650
Foreign mercenaries........... .er 6¢8
Total ......oev eeet 60,583

Of this {olal force, it was expected that
about 30,000 would be avsilable for the in.
vasion of Lngland; and this 30,000 had
dwindled down to 16,000 by August from
sicknese and other causes.

‘Thesoe were collected from all the domin -
ions of Philip, and contained many experi-
enced and celebrated bodies of troops.
‘Lbere was the Terzio or Legion of Naples,
3,500 strong, every man in which had ara-
our either inlaid or gilded ; and tho young
adventurcers, Catholic nobles of Europe.
flocked to the Netherlands to serve under
so distinguished a leader on so iniportantan
expedition. 1Ie had already grepared, dur-
ing tho yoar 1587, a large stock of wir ma
terinl saitable for tho undertaking: rafts
and oars for landing, fascines and sand bags
{o form temporary shelier at first, timber
for stockading quikly the posts occupied,
barerls and superstructuro for temporary
bridges, special carringes for quickly get
ting his fiedd guns up on landing; nrd he
had built, or purchased from the North Gor-
man ports, 400 vessels, which he describes
asmere (ransports, niany of {hem flat bot
tomed, and incipable of makig any light
at sen ; although both Philip anil 'the Bog-
lisk appear to have thought hie bad an indo

stearrying the force of a ship in men and
ordnauce;'’-- not swift, but cerlrin’’—in

pendent war fleet, and, by acting on thal
belicf, causdd difficulties on both sides.



