2M4

THE VOLUNTEER REVIEW.

NOTES AND QUERIES,
BY G. W,
SHARPSHOOTERS,

“Our own Westorn hunters,”’ says Gen-
eral Halleck, writing about 184S, “mnke
tho best tirnillenrs in the world.” ‘There
can bo little doubt of it, inasmuch as they
aro more accustomel to carry on their pur-
suils in a continual state of watchfulness
against hostile Indians, they would probably
be found suporior to tho men we may pos
sibly havo to encounier at Red River, who
hunt and trap amongst friendly tribes. No
man whose habitual occupation, and whoso
thoughts are peaceful, is likely at tho out.
set of & war to be the cqual of him whose
cnergies and faculties have been Caily train
ed by the stern disciplinarian—danger, of
hourly imminence—and who, hke King

James:

~——lrained abroad his arms to wield
Fitz-James’ blade was sword and shield,
He practicod every pass und ward,

To thrust—to strike—to felnt—~to guard—

or like William of Deloraine:

Blindfolded ho knew the pathis to cross |
By wily turns, by desperate bounds,
Had baflled Percy s best blood-hounds ;
In Erlkke or Liddel, fords were none

RBut he would ride them one by one;
Altko to him was time or tide
December’s snow or July's prkie H

Allke to him was tide or thne,

Moonless midnight or matin prime:
Steady of honrt and stout of hand

As ever drove prey from Cumberiand,—

But I think it might astonish General
Ialleck to find how short an apurenticeship
to thoe peculiar danger of war would place
the average Canacian on toiwerably cqual
terms with the best men the world conld
bring against him. Modera Americans,
looking through Fenian spectacles, have
conceived but & mean idea of the Canadian
—Ilet them try him!

It is amusing to find General Ualleck say
ing (of course at the date which I have men-
tioned) that the rifle is only found to be of
use in a few practiced hands and can nover
bo an available weapon for the whole rank
and file! IIewould tell a different tale were
he to write another book at this date.

EETINGS OF OFFICERS FOR PURLIC SEKVICH

PURPOSES,

I noticein your issue of the 25th ultimo,
an article quoted from the Broad Arrorw,
which assumes, as I think, a somewhat un-
called for high tone of robuke to what, from
the nature of the subject, wo must suppose
to be 2 portion of the clitc of the Navy. It
appears that there has been, or was to be, a
meeting of naval officers at “Willis’,” {o
discuss the subject of naval titles, and more
particularly to move for the abolition of that
of Captain. This proceeding, as o combina-

tion for the cxpression of an opinion, the
Broad Arrow reprobates.

Theoretically tho position assumed by tho:
Broad Arrow on this subject is doubtless !

affect tho nctual discipline of an army or a
navy, and questions of the naturo of a gen-
eral feeling of proprioty, I may say ques.,
tions involving o sentiment. This differenco
the Broad AAriow has failed to discriminate,
aud the absenco of this discrimisation scoins
to deprive its robule of the weight which it
would havo carried had it Leen adiinistered
on a legitimate occasion. I thinkits scloc

tion of an occasion has been, indeed unfor-
tunate. The grievance is precisely of that
naturo on which a commander in-chiof or o
Board of Adwmiralty would, it he or they
were not mera red-tape bigots, moral cow-
ards, and of exceeding narrow-mindedness,
be glad to be placed m possession of tho
feelings and opinions of the Lody of the ser-
vice, and there can exist no possibility of
such a step being taken in a wanner incon

sistent with proper deference to the higher
authorities.

Neither, 1 suspect, is the movenment alto-
gether without precedent. I am not aware
of the precise kind of action which trought
about tho shamefuliy long neglacted amelio-
ration of the coundition of the whilom * Mas.
fers” branch of the service; nor of that
which led to the abolition of the term *Mas-
ter’"—a greater grievancoe to officers of that
rank some twenty ycars ago than that of
Captain now—Dbut I suspect there was more
than here and there an isolated representa.
tion from individual officers to My Lords;"
and, when George IV. wanled to put the
navy into red trousers disgust found expres-
sion in a most effectual form of combination
which amounted indeed to *cufting” the
monarch himself, for they caused it {v be
well understood, and not, I belioye, in the
most respeetful manuer, that if the king
presisted in his project, no navai officer
would go to court. Iere was acase of com-
bination =f a far more objectionable nature,
from the red-tapists point of viesw, than the
perfectly innoxious meeting denounced by
the Broad Arrow.

The Broad Arvow instancss the Press as
oneof the modes by which grievances may
be legitimately sought to be removed. T3
this quite corvect? Are not officers and
men slike emphatically cautioned against
newspaper writing ?
bition, as must be every attempt at an uadue
repression of the expression of legitimate
remonstrance, an utterly unwise, as well as
uecessarily futile. endeavour o reduco all
inteiligence in the services to- that “base
uniformity”” and dead Jevel, against which
both Mr. Kinglake and Colonel Walseley
Justly and strongly inveigh ?

Practically we know not ontly that every
reform which has succeeded in struggling
through the Admirally and the Iorse
Guerds has been previously advocatea in

Yot is not this prohi- |
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of the authorities, and would consequently
lose all support from the forces. Every om-,f
cer, theroforo, who ventilates the grievances’
oftho servico through the columns of aserviee'
organ, is as guilly of a misdemeanour as’
avo those who seek an united expression of
opinton, but the prohibition, like every edict
which conflicts with tho natural tendencies
of an enlightoned age is, and will continue,
to be, in cither case, a dead letler. .
Wiiether the Bioad drrow approve or nu,,
it may mako up 1ts mind that tho unhealthy
extreme to whicl tho wretched old gaggug,
system has been fostered by martinets and-
master tailors in thu shape of general offy
cers (il we were pagans wo shoald long ago
Liave had gorgeous temples to IMavs Sarty
rious !) will have to be modified to the re-
quirements of the age.
ODDS AND ENDS.
1t is satisfactory to learn from your last
weelc's issue that the ponderous field exer/
ciso had been reduced by nine sections in’
cempany and twelve in Battalion drill}
Most of the excisions have, of course, beenj
long foreseen by those who have studied the)
matter, and might as woll havo been pro-;
rulgated a year ago. I hope to sco a fer,
more sections yet follow those now recap|
tulated into limbo. For instance if two,
deep squares will be sufficient for the futurof
as somo think, why retain “sections’ at'
all?  But when shall we seo thenew I.104
itself? Also the promised new Militia list?
Men going lo Red River would be glad to;
have both before they go. i
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Apropos of Red River it is of couise to be
presumed that officers serving in that ox-
pedition in a rank below their real standing,
will be allowed to count the time they so
serve, as part of the time requisite Lo quali-
fy them for promotion; thusif a Captain
has served four yoars in command of his
company and joins the expedition as a licu-
tenant. bis fimc in the Red River force
should count towards the five years Cap-
tain’s time vecessary for his promotion to a
Majority,

Yo the Editor of the VoLUNTERR BEVIEW.
Sie:-—In your last number there appeaied
aletter asking for information concerning
mateh rifles. I shall endeavour to put your,
correspondent in the way of satisfying him-
seif, In the last match for the ¢ Elcho,
Challenge Shield” at Wimbledon, in July,}
1569, there were only four descriptions of
small bores used, viz: the Motford, Rigoy.
Uenry and Ingram, allon the new systemof
shallow grooyes and using hardened bullets.]
Tho MMetford is the only rifie in England,
using the * gaining twist” (paiented), the'
Rigby, Henry, and Ingram being almost ex-
'actly similar to the Metford with the e.\:cep-:

borne out by the rules of both sevvices. ! organs of the services by able officers of all "tion of the twist, which in those three is uni-

But it car.not fail to strike such as refuse to| branches, but that no military and naval | form.

Ibo Rigby rifle is the most cormon -

surrender all individuality to old-fashioned | Journal could exist without such contribu- | Iy used of the four mentioned, owing to its

red-tape formule, that thers is an essential! tions, as it weuld, in their absence. become being the cheapest of the lot.

The price of,

differenco betwoeen questions which direclly" not an organ of the forces, but a mere organ ! first clags match rifle varies from 224 to




