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The military, naval and political transac-
tions in Europe during the year 175, were
of a momentuous character. Admiral Geo.
B. Rodney was appointed to command the
British fleet in the West Indies at o tume
when the prestige of its name had been sen-
ously tarnished. Un his voyago out he was
ordered to relieve Gibraltar, then besieged
by the French and Spanush forces combined,
and as that operation involved the convoying
of a large fleet of transports and store ships,
it was found necessary to detach a portion
of the Channel fleet on that service; accord-
ingly his fleet consisted of twenty-une sail of
the line and nine frngates. On tho st of
January, 1750, he fell in with and captured
& Spanish squadron Lelonging to the Carac-
cas company commanded by Don Juan Au-
gustin de Yardi, consisung of his flag ship
the Guipuscoano 64 guns, six ships of war,
and sixteen transports laden with provisions,
naval stores and bale goods.

On his arrival off Cadiz Rodney recewed
information that a dSpansh fleet of fourteen

sail of the line commanded by Aduural Don

_and without a moment's hesitativn he made:
preparations for its capture or destruction.
On the 16th January beung off Cape st. Vine
cient the Spanish fleet was duscovered to
windward crowding all sail to escape, A leo

ship having brought the 70 gun Spanish ship
San Domingo to action, and at the second
broadside .he latter blow up with a tremen :
dous explosion every soul onboard perishing.

the moming whon the wind having incieased
toa galo, Rodney made the sigaal for the

-

fleat to heave to, At daylight on the 17th
it was found that one 80 gun ship and five
70 gun ships bad surrendered, one of 70 guns
had Lluvn up, five ships of 70 guns and two
frigates of 28 guns each had escaped. It was
with groat difficulty that the British fleet was
extricated from the shoals of San Lucar.

This action was thoe occasion of one of those
episodes which distinguishes modern civil
ization from the usages of carlier ages.

The FPhoenix of 80 guns, the flag ship of
Admiral Langars, had stiuck to the Bienfai-
sant, Captain MacBride, the wwuyuerur of the
San Domingu. The small pos was raging
virulently on Loand the Bienfawsaut, and
Captain MacBride was anxious to avert that
scourge from the Spaniards—fur this putpuse
he addressed o loiter to Admiral Laugara
stating under the circutnstuices Lo would
uot remov o the wmen frutu the ship Lut should
expect the Spunish officers to cuusider them
selves prisuners of war on their parole of
honor- the terues were 1igidly adlierud to,
tho Spaniuds navigated their own vessel o
Gibralta: and then swirendered her to the
authorities.

The ariny and navy safuly auived at Gib
raltag; and the provisions and stures Leing
landed, the portion of the Channel fleet with
the Spanish prizes and homeward bound
transports under Adni,al Digby saded for
Eugland vt the 15th Fooruary vu the Lhome
ward passage. Thisfleet gotsightofaCrench

Juan Langara, was crusing off Cape Vincent, ; cunioy but ouly succeeded iu capiuring a

French ship of 64 guns named the Irotlice
and a few merchantmen.

From tba begwning of the disturbance in
America the Dutch merclants had cudeav
ored to profit by the difficulties, by which i¢

those countries from which John Iancock
and his compatriots had carried on the smug
gling trade before they Lad foresworn alle-
giante to George IIT.  This conduit of the

riers of naval stores 10 that nation alse, All

failed to prevent this traffic, the British
cruisers were ordered to seize all contraband
of war on board Dutch ships, have the articles
landed in a British port, pay the freight and
allow the vessols to depart; but this equitable
proceeding did not suit the peopls of Hol-
land as it seriously crippled their trade, and
rendored the supplies obtained by the French
navy precarious, it was determined to put a
.convoy of Dutch ships 1aden with contraband
of war under the protection of a Dutch squad
ron destined for the Meditorranean under
the command of Count Byland. Tuformation
of this attempt to furnish the French ports
witli naval stores and munitions having reach
ed the British Government, Commodoro Fiel
ding was despatched with a sufficient force
to cruise in the Channel, examine tho Dufch
convoy, and seize such of the ships as had
the prohibited freight on board. Both fleets
met in the Channel on the 3rd January, per
mission to examine the convoy being refused
«nd the boats of the British fleet being fired
upon,Commodore Fielding fired a shot across
the Dutch Admiral which was answered by a
brosdside and that was returned by another
from tho British fleet, when the Dutch Ad
miral struck his colors. The convoy had
borne away for the French coast and the
greater part succeeded in making their es
cape. Those that could bo overtaken were
carried into Spithead, whither Count Bylangd
chose to accompany them to await orders
from the States General of Holland, although
he was told that he was at liberty to proceod
on his yvoyage.

Abuuy this period at the suggestion of the

Eing of Sweden the Empress of Russia will
ing o seizo any opportunity for aggrandizing

shore had no terrors fur Rodney, nor did he had surrounded British commerce, and in ad | her own domunions promulgated the doctrine
trouble himself to manauvre for the weather, dition to the regular trade with the revulted | ¢hat froe ships make frec goods, a doctrine
guage,, the signal for 4 gencral chase was, Colonies, added that of supplying them with | ,ntended for tho bonefit of the Northern
made, and at J p.m. the Bienfaisant 64 gun contraband of war, Holland being one of powers and especially directed against the

interests of Great Britain, as it involved freo
trade at her expense in naval stores as ler
local situatiun enabled her to intercept any
supplies from the North of Europe reaching

'Yh§ long winter’s night did not closo the, Dutch peuple became more marked after the France ot Span during tho war. Denmark
action which was continued tu 2 v'clock in, interforence of France, as they Lecan. car | and Sweden joined with Russia in this move

mont, and all the other uneutral powers of

remonstrances {u the Govesnmont having, Europo wore «vited to assont to the princt-



