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ald from the Fenian ¢ Headquarters” for the
last six months, either directly or indircctly.

I have no desiro to appear in the public
press, and it was very unwarrantable of Col,
Roberts to use my nome at ail, 1 have not the
pleasure of knowing this gentleman, and can-
not bo induced to have any controversy with
him, but you are at Hberty to make whatuse you
seo fit of this letter us addressed to you,
. . e e e .

Yours very faithfully,
Jonn MoManox,
Lato P. P. Anderson, Indiana,

P, 8.—Ag I am not now prepared to dic on
the scaffold, and not particularly anxious for
martyrdom, yct I for one would bo most willing
to exchange with the valiant Colonel, and 1 an
sure Mr. Lynch would have no objection to cx.
chango with bim somo other patriot inclined
for notoricty. We have had now all we want.

J. Mcl.

A NOVEL WAR VESSEL.

Tho Board of Admiralty has received from
Henry Caldwell (who, it is singular to state,
hasbeen for many years engaged in agricul.
tural pursuits) the plan of an improved steam
vessel which he has patented, after obtaining
the opinion of several eminent naval archi.
teets, who considor that it possesses many
excellent featiires. Tho chief points dwelt
upon by the patentee are, that his vessel
fitted with o screw and paddle wheels would
bo so constructed that no shot could pene-
trate, and the men working the guns would
be secure from the enemy’s fire. ~ The sides
of the ship arc merely a large number of
bulkheads with partitions crossing from side
to side, and any shot coming in tho lino of
the vessel passes between them, but on
striking above it passes over, and in either
cage without doing any ixgm’y The parti-
tions have hatchways, and are all carried
down to the kneel, excepting the ongine
room and gpace for tho paddle wheels, which
are placed amidships, and work on each
sideof the keel, in perfect sccwrity from an
enemy's fire. ‘l‘hq gundeck is partly cov.
ered, and has sloping bulwarks for shot to
pass over, and at suitable distances aroe cor.
rugations for the guns, these being covered
ncrcss the ship from gide to side with iron.
plated partitions to protect the men in case
of a shell falling on the vessel. The embra.
sures have a shutter, which is maised in_the
corrugation for firing tho gun, and which
closes on the gun being fired. It is so con-
trived thet should an enemy fire a shot into
the embrasuro it is sent adrift without doing
any harm, The muzzle of the gun whenrun
out to fire is the only available mark; st all
other timeg it is utterly impossible for the
shot or shell of any enemy to penetrate, the
men and guns being in a place of safety
with all the{ need. Folding iron doors are
placed in a1} the partitions down the centre
of the ship for ingress and egress to the
open deck. Tho paddle wheels and also the
steerago wheel are constructed of air tight
cylinders with their floats attached, and
give buoyancy to the vessel. The steerage
wheel is placed in the stern of the vessel,
wit"; an_aperture through which the water
is forced with great power on rotating each
way. The ship is constructed in compart-
ments, any of which can be rendered air
tight, and, as no shot could penetrate them,
it would be impossible to sink her.

OCR IRON SHIPS VERSUS WUUDEN
WALLS,

From the Unliod 8crvico Gazotte.
Mg, Eniror,—Much has been wnitten, sud,
and sung, and very justly, too, in praise of
the wooden walls 6f old England, Will our

posterity write, say, and sing, a3 much in
favour of our iron walls of the present day ?
Now, tho question is, not that our wooden
walls are  perfection, but t decite whother,
with o combination of won m the structure,
the old character of seaworthiness in omr
men-of-war cunnot be mmintained by adopt-
ing what is now gencrally well knownns the
composito principle of shiphuilding? Now,
what can bo more preposterous than an iron
ship with o stem representing the lotter &,
and weighing 17 tons, whilo the stern-post
weighs 30 tons, and 15 more may bo ndl(lml
for the weight of serew mnd shaft?  No won-
der, in the lnst_experimental cruise a ship's
forefect came into view, whilo their sterns
exhibited good marks for practised artillery-
men to knock away their n.dders and other.
wise damage a weak point of theship? Now,
what would be the cflect of one of theseiron
ships taking tho ground with enormous slabs
of the samo metal on her extreme outsule ?
Why, the first heavy surge of s0 over-ladenn
fabric would tear her sides out.  Now, when
an undue strain comes on iron it will give
liko wood in proportion to the stenin: hence
the unproportioned weight of iron stems,
and stern-posts must tend to give the shipa
drooping form, usually termed hogging,
whic}x is already perceptible in some of our
largest ron-clads. Now, in the composite
principle the stem, keel, and stern-post are
of wood, and consequently their flotation is
equal to their weight. ‘Ui keclson (which
is the backboune of ' ship), and her ribs, and
dingonal bracing, as wel) as her beams and
shelf-picces, are of iron, consequently her
frame is us rigid as needs be, and with a
skin of 4 in. oak, with a solid bottom of onk
fillerd in between the iron-floor timbers, she
would, if provided with internal aymour in-
stead of the cumbersome and now no louger
shot-proof plate (which we still persist in
placing on the outside), prove herself well
worthy of being classed as one of England’s
wooden walls; but if we still persist in de-
signating our Nuvy as England's ion walls, 1
fear Compbell's favounte sea song could no
longer be quoted as the realty of bygone
years—
“Bri

tanpia nceds no bulwarks,
No towers along the steep—
Her march is o't ito moumain wave, |
1lerhome s on the deep.™”
As your remarks to your correspondents all |
infer that we want men, and not boards, 1
beg to subscribe myself
A Brick,

DRILL FOR THINSKINNED PATRIOTS.

A correspondent of The Ottaw:. Citizen'
thus amusingly hits off the style of drul which
some superfine members of the Volunteer
Force, happily few, would like to sce adopted :

“In this free, extensive and enlightened
country, where hereditary bondsmen are un-
known, where the law of promogeniture has
been repealed, where "Squires and professional
gentlemen are manufactured from ¢ dinmonds
in the rough,” without reference to heraldic or
escutcheonal ancestry, and where such unani-
mous and commendable martial spint has been
evinced by all classes tor the defence of our
country, all aspiring gentlemen cannot be of-
ficers. Neither can we have whole companies
of gentleman privates.  dSubortdination, obedi-
ence and prompt attention to dnll, the ground-
work and suceess of the Brnitish army, must be
scrupulously attended to.

Not long since some would-be gmtlemen,
members of & Volunteer Company, felt rather
sensitive and gave vent to their feclings of dis-
satisfaction with their Drill Surgeant for the
stern and determined tone and mannergin which
ho drilled them, as if they wero not gentlemen

(by the way, the nearest ancestorsor most of the

3

anid gentlemen were mechanies, fariers, un-
siccessiul werchanta, amld brave men who -
ricd their knapsachs in defonce of theie coun-
try), wherenpon o svmpathiziag friend had a
Chesterfield edition of the Manunl Exercise pro-
pared for the special wne of the siid gentlemen,
of which the following is n copy @

1. Gentlemen, please give e your #atten-
tion.”

3. You will be hind cnough to cast your or-
gans of vision to the right and endeavor to ob-
serve the lower part of the chin of the gecond
gentleman fromn you,

3. Oblige e, now, by wsling your vyus tv
the «front."

1. Alluw me to suggest the propricty of
# Shouldering Armas.™

5 Wil done, gentlemen,
Arms.”

. Having a just and high apprécintion of
your intrinsic worth, as well as your exalted
position In socicty, I humbly trust that Iain
not infringing on your good nature by request-
ing you to ¥ Fix Bayonets."

7. Will you now give me a specimen of your
martial spirit, daring gallantry, bold defiance
and contempt of the enemics of our country by
* Charging Bayonets 77

8. Well dong, gentlemen.  Valiant and brave
defendors of the country have the kindness to
% Shonlder Arms.”

o You will now condesuend, if you please,
to ¢ Order Arms”

10. Now, gentlemen, with best wishes for
vour military progress, and humbly trusting it
will not put you to much inconvenience, please
“ Unfix Bayonets.” *

11. Once more it is my carnest desire that
you ¢ Shoulder Arms,”

12. Now gentlemen you will confer o specinl
favor on me hy ¢« Supporting Arms.”

13. If it meets your approbation, I beg leave
to propose that yoa # Cauty Armns.”

11. Gentlemen, I um so delighted with the
precision of every one of your movements, that
I am induced tomake a respeetaful request that
you ¥ ‘I'rail Arms.!

15. Please * Shoulder Arms.”

16. Now gentlemen, the next motion is rath-
or difficult, bt with o fedling . of confidence in
the progress you have made, and presumingon
your free, open, genial, and cheerful disposi-
tiuns, T will make free to give the word *Se-
cure Arms.”

17, Splandidly  donct
Arms.”

18 Now gentlemen, taking into considera.
tinn the patirnee yon have exhibited during
vour ¢lalorate excrcise, T submit to your super-
ior judgments the advisability of ¢ Presenting
Arms.”

19 T shall feel much obliged by & « Shoulder
Arms.”

20 T must confess T feel highly conipliment-
ed by your proficiency in your drill.  Indeed X
need not explain the nature of the next motion,
I know you will do it perfectly, like ono gen-
tleman, ® Recover Arms.”

21. Having had ocuiar demonstration of your
courtesy, easy and obliging demeanour, gentle-
ness, affability, condescension, politeness and
suavity of temper, please do me the favor to
come to the # Right Face.” .

22. Gentlemen, soldicrs, warriors and heroic
volunteers for the defence of this great country,
I shall not further trespass on your valuablo
time and well known urbanity, therefore I ro-
quest, if congenial to your feclings, that you
*Lodge Arms.”

23. As @ lnst request, gentlemen, vow that
you consider yoursilves dismissed, please-in-
form your most obsequious and devoted servant
when it may suit your convenience to do me the
pleasure to meet me for the Platoon Excrciso”

« Please * Order

Please ' Shouldey

Tue Montreal Garrison Sleigh Clab q6m~
menced operations on Thursday Inst.

Tur officers of tho 13th Hussars, stationed at
Montreal, gavo a grand ball to the clito of tho
Garrison on New Year's night, -



