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which was followed by his clection as Mayor-of Mon-
treal, the Metropolis-of Canada. Daring the year he
has had the pleasure of officially welcoming a large
number of visitors, who one and all expressed appre-
ciation of the hospitality they had cujoyed from the
City, and passed flattering cucomiums upon the solidity
and splendor of the public and commercial edifices
which are the distinguishing features of Montreal
Anongst the visitors to the city were the Vice

Admiral and other officers of the British squadron -

stationed at Halifax, and prominentmembers of the new-
1y organized Canadian Bar Association-comprising-dele-
gates from the chief cities of the Daminion. During
the summer a delegation from- the city's fire brigade
visited England where their skill, cquipments and dis-
cipline won them marked honors.

The universal outhburst of sympathy with the fam- 7

ilies bereaved by the accident at the fire -on 16th
October culminatedin a-public funeral of the dead fire-
men,an imposing spectacle that was attended or wit-
nessed by the whole populace. Over $15.000 was
contributed by our citizens towards a fund for the
sricken widows and children.

in the number of ocean vessels that came in.
record-also, what -has possibilities- and probabilities of
of civic improvements few now realize, that work this
year was actively prosccuted preparatory to placing

all electric wires underground, and drawing a supply -

of electric power and light from the Lachine Rapids.

The proposition to bring the finances of the City iuto |

better shape, suggested by the Mayor, and the onie to
remodel the city's charter, are now before the Provin-
cial Legislature.

THE QUEENXN'S LONG REIGN.

A shining point in the record of 1896 will ever be the

entrance of Queen Victoria-upon the Goth year of her

reign.  This occurred on the 20th June, a later date
marking that reign as the longest of any British
monarch. Historically, the Victorian era has been the
most-illustricus, to the Crown the most honorable and

‘brilliant. and to the people the most elevating, prosper- -

ous, peaccful and progressive. Canada gavethe young
Queen her first political auxiety, for her first Parlia-
ment was alarmed by news of rebellion in Lower
Canada. Ample amends have since been made by
Canada becoming the most loyval of the landsownimng
Her Majesty™s sway.  InthisDominion loveand rever-
ence of the Queen are leading national characteristics,
and fidelity to-the Throue theruling political passion.
When Victoria was crowned England was ripening for
revolution. The intensity of class divisions had well
nigh destroyed the old time pride in nmational unity.
Social discontent was breeding political revolt, bang
fostered by republican clubs in cvery city aud town,
some indeed in the public ~chools.  Constitutional
government was so discredited, and-the discontent so
acute, that an-unpopular king would have ruined-the
monarchy, Although this excitement was kept up
for some years, the people began carly to realize-that
with Victoria-a better ¢ra was dawning. The young

The great activity of |
the shipping interests of this port marks * high-tide”
Wemay

Queen was discerned to be a type of ruler hitherto
unknown to England, as she was not content toreignin
stately isolation from the common people, but was
inspiring and encouraging movements designed for
their social elevation, by the removal of conditions
under which they were physicully, mentally and
materially oppressed.  Victoria found England mur-
muring against the Throne, she has lived to sce all-the
peoples of a world-wide Empire her loving, loyal sub-
jects. God willing, in 1897, the Queen will receive
such a diadem of dutiful affection as will make the very
gems in hercrown * pale their ineffectual fires.”

In the jubilant acclaims of loving loyalty which will
make the heartfelt aspiration” “ God save the Queen”

- ring the world with a belt of prayer for our Sovereign,

“Happy and glorious!”
 Jong to teign over us,

Moutreal—the Commercial Metropolis of Canada—

- will, we are confident, take a distinguished part.

THE FIRE LOSS FOR THE YEAR UP TO
DECEMBER 1S8T.

The fire loss of the United States and Canada for the
month of November, as compiled by the New Yorks
Commercial Bufletin, amounts to $§s5.211,800. The
losses- by months are exhibited in the following com-
parative table :

Montb. 1fa4. -18935. 1896.
January..c..o ceeees $10,568,300  $11,895,.600  $11,040,000
Pebruary ccavee « caes 11,297,600 12,300,200 9,730,1c0
Marcheceaeavane vaee 9,137,100 14,239,300 14,839,620
Aptilicicel ties weee 14,530,000 1,018,350 12,010,600
MAV..iet crnnnenees 10,777,500 7,703,330 10,618,000
Juncee.eccieas waas §,282,300 9,223,000 55731,250

4 Iulyaeieaiiiaennaans 16,307,000 9,083,000 9,033.250
AUGUSteeeece s suenes 10,332,500 9,929,000 8,893,250
September cove venees 10,139.900 10,766,300 3,200,650
OctoMCraan.n v eenne 5,186,~¢0 13,411,300 8,993 00
November...... oo 12,135,500 10,131,500 5,211,500

Totals .. ...... $117,925,400 $119,820,900 $104,293.500

The November record is remarkably light, and
makes certain a great reduction for the whole year-of
1896, as compared with 1893, unlss some enormous
conflagrationtakes place this month. The total for
18g6 will be about $115,000.000.

‘Our contemporary remarks on the above returns:
*The great reduction in the fire loss this year is
exceedingly gratifving, and, as we have before indi-
eated, means unusually liberal profits for the fire under-
writers 1o shaw intheir JTanuary statements.”

Tnour lastissuc we gave statistics showing that it
would take a gross fire loss in Nowv. and Dec. of
£37.908 863 10 bring this year’s total-to the average of
vears 1891 to-1895-inclusive.  November has only con-
tributed 83,211,300 to-this requiremient, so that it is
now almnst a certainty that the total loss-of 1896 will
fall even below our estimate-which was $1135,500.000.
Tufortunately our local record thisanonth is a great
disappointinent, hut the losses, though serious, will not
very much disturb the general result of the year.




