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whiciî -wis followecl hy blis clection as NMayor of 'Mont-
t-cal, the Metropolis-of Cantada. DI)ring the year lie
lias liad te pîcasure of officiaiiy welconihig a large
imber of visiturs,, who une ani ail expressed apprc-

ciatioti of the hospitality thicy had enjoyted froîn thec
City, ani passed latterinig cncominis upoti the solidîty
and splettdor of the public andi commtercial edifices
which arc the distiîîguisliing fcatures of Nfottreal.
Arnongst tlic visitors to the city were the 'Vice
Admiirai and other oflicers of the -British squadron
stationed nt Hialifax, aîîd pronitictit iiteiiers of te new-
ly organT.ed Catiadiau Bar Associaition -coiinprisinig-dele-
gates froi the claief cities of tbc Drniioti. Dtiriîîg
the sumimer a delegation front tbc cityls fit-e brikade
vited lingiand where tieir skill, equiptuients anti dis-
cipline won theni nxarked hloniors.

The universai outburst of sytiupaîbly-witli the faun-
ilies berraved by te accident at the fire on i6th
October culrninated-iii-a public funieral, of the dea i lre-
nten,an imposing spectacle that wvas attendeti or wit-
ncssed by the wixole populace. Over $i5.ooo was
contributed liv our citizens towardsa futîci for te
-stricken widows and chultireit. The great activity of
the shipping interests of titis port -marks, '- higli tide "
ini the nuniber of occan ve:sls titat vaie ini. We înay
record-a15o, what lias possibilities- aîîd probahilities of
of civic inîproveuxenîs fcw nlow realize, that work this
year w&î; actively pros.citcd- prel)aratory-to piaciing
-*il-clectric wircs underground, and drawing a supply
of electricpower andi liglhî froi lte Lachine Rapidis.

The proposition tu britg tlite finances of-lte City into
better shape, _suggested by te Mayor, andth flcune to
remodel, the citv*s charter, ate xtow before te Proviin-
ci Ineislature.

TUEF QrE:i*.Ns .G11t

A Shilling point in the record of iSt» wvill ever le te
entrance of Queen Victoria- tpon -te 6oth ycar of lier
reigu. Titis occurretion te 2otlî J ulie a tler dite
rnarkiîtg taI reigu as the longest of aîty Britisi
inonarcb. Ilislorically, te V*ictorîin trahlas been te
Most -illustriculs, tu te Croivil the inlost honorable anti
brilliant. antthe bb -pople the ntiost clevningý,po~r

ous peceftiandi progressive. Canaidagave-tlie yonig
Quecn lier fit-st -p)olibica1 anxicby, for lier first 1>ariia-
nient was alartsiàtt by news of rebellioni in Lower
Canada. Amnple aietnds _have shive been maîde by
Canada becomntg the inost loyal of the landts owninîg
lier Majesty'ssway. l ii otno oexdrvr
ece of the Quecui arc lidiutg national clîaracteris.tics,~
and fidclity li hmiTrom:te tue rulistg political piasbioti.
Mien Victoria was crowiîed iiglaud wa's riî,-inig for

revollion. lie ilensiît' of class dî-sioîîs itati wtll
nîgt cy<li te old ltte pridt: li nab-tonii- inilv.
Social discottcti %vts icvliig -1Policai revoit, lkttg
foitcred by- repubuican clubs iu everv cily andi tomu,
Soule indet ii te -public -cdtools. cuntîsiîxtiotil
goverumetut wvas so disceduitet. itti te discotttui o

gcute, titat ail iutpopular king would hanve mmcd -I-lie
nîionarelty. Althlougli titis excitettiett Nwas kept upt
for, soute yc.trs, te people bt-gan ei crly tu realize- tbat-
withV Victoria-a better et-a was dawning. 'rie youug

Quceti was disceritedto be a type of rider hitherto
niknowîî ta Engiaud, as site ws itot content toreign in
statelv isolationi froul lte commuin people, bt was
inispiring atît etîcouraging inovcrncîîts desigiiet for
thxcir social elevatioti, by lte rentoval, of conitionis
lundur whicit îicy were pliysîctiliy, ntcntally aitt
îtîatvriaily oppresseti. Victoria foxînt Englani munr-
nturing-againtb the rthroîte, site lias lived to sec all lte
peopies of a worid-wide Enîipire lier loviiîg, loyal sub-
jects. God willi:tg, iîî 1897, the Quen ili receive
sucli a diadic of dtiliul affectioni as wvill tuake tbe verv
geinîs iii lier crown Il pale their iiteffectual fires."

ltl te j ubîlatit acclinits of loving loyalty whicit witt
inakze tîte-lhea-rtfeit aspiration- "GCod save tue Quecui"
rintg te worl with a bell of prayer for ouir Sovex-cigît,

'Il hippy aild glOriUUS!",
"LOtig Io teign over tii,

Moutreal-tite Commtercial Metropolis of Canada-
will, ire arc conîfidet. take a distitguisicd- part.

TUE ]PIRE L088 TOR TUE YEAR UP TO
]DECEXBER lST.

rThe fit-e loss of the Uibied-Stati-s andi Ciaaaforlit
niontit of ŽNovetiiber, as comupileti by the 'New Vork,,
Gt',merci iul/dfin, aimats to sr-2 1 i,Soo. The
losses-by iontis are exiiiteti ii lthe foliowing coin-
pataive table:

Montb. C4)4. 185. t896.
Janluary...... ...... $10,34>S,400 $1 tF95.60o $11t,040,000
llel)ruary... .. ...... tt.297,600 12,360,-200 M,30,iCO
March ...... ........ 9,147,100 84j2392300 14,8,39,6zo
Aptit....... ...... t154O00 11,01S,35o 12,010,600
MNav ..... .......... 0,780 7,6,30 0,6t8,0oo

Jt......... .... .. s22,300 9,223,000 5172t,250
iuly ................ 16,-p7,000 9,053,000 9,0l3.250
Augttst...ý.. ........ 80,132,sS 9,929.000 3,S95 250
&-Iptcttîbcr .......... 80,149.900 1o,765,30 $,2c0,63o
Oclo!wr ...... ...... S.IS6.-C.o 93,41-31500 8,993'00

~o~cnbe........t2IW,00 80,1313500 5,211,800

Thte Naveinhe-r record is rcînatkably lighl, atîd
ittakzes certaini a greazxretinclioxi for the wltole-year-of
xSt9K, as colupareti witlt 1895, uiess saie enornious
conflagmalioîi takes place luis ittontit. 'rTe total for

O)ur coniteinpora-ry reilîarks Oit lte above r-elt-nS:
Tue greal reduxction iii the fit-e loss ltis yeat- is

zxceeduigly -gratifvitig, and, as we have beore indi-
entcd, tîvleasutsailblpois for tie lire utudcr-
-writers -Io hiv iii tlieir Jaîtuary stattenicits."

lIt ont- hast isu egave >talisties shiowing tat-il
wvoîld take% a gross, lire loss in Nov, aitt Bec. of

m'.î. ý:S t0 briîtg Itis year's total Io lte average af
vears~Sqtto î~ itclusve. oveinhe)r -lias oîtiv coît.

tiîiteîd-$ .;oo 1' t-i tis rtqtireitiet, su lixat il is
ttoVý alinnst a ccrInxutv ttat lte -total hos.s- ut î 9 6 Witt
fail even -beiow oui- e-;itiate-wliiei was_$St î5,ooýooo.
ltiforiîtlteiy our local recordl itlis tuloxîl is a Rt-cal
disappinittuettt, but the tosses, lhxougiserious, Witt itot
-et-Y muci disturb, the geteral restilt of the year.
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