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EDITORIAL NOTES AND NOTICES.

Wt omit editorial mutter which we had propared for this issne,
to give placo to valuable articles from our contributors.

Ix Mrs. Slonker’s article on * Mythology” in last number (v)
of tho JourNaw for ¢ Jo” read Jo. Tho crror was our own,

Tie Meaford Chronicle advises Bradews Meaford friendsto
appoint a deputation to wait on us and domand to sce the originals
of letters from which we made extracts, Lot our Meaford friends
do s0, they will find us propared.

Tue fine poom entitied “Tho Hindu Scoptic,” which appeared
in the last number of tho JounNaL, was erroncously credited to M,
George Iles, of Montreal. Ho is not the anthor, but gave us tho
poom and some othors equally gocd which hoe had selected from
periodical literature,  “Tho Hindu Sceptic” originally appeared
in tho London Spcctator six years ago, anonymously.

WE havo recoived copies of ¢ Interrogatories to Jchovah,” by
D. M. Bennett, Now York; prico, $1. ¢ Anthony Comstock,
His Carcer of Cruclty and Crime,” prico 25 cents ; (tho latter is
a chapter from * Champions of the Chureh,” noticed in last issue).
and “ Chronicles of Simon Christianus;” prico 25 cents. For
sidle by tho publisher, D. AL Beanett, Now York, and at this
oflice.

———

Mr. E. A, Stevess, formerly associated with John MecIntosh

as editor and publisher of tho Rochester Zadependent Worker, tho

. first Sceretary of tho first purely workingmen's party in New
York State, and & well-known labor agitatar, who for somo months
basbecn o member of our Assosintion, has left this city for
Detroit.  After referring to Mr. Stoveny' work upon that paper,
the Rechester {nioit vomarks :  “ He s well qualified by native
tact, extended experience, and caroful rescarch to take an active
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pleco in journalism, and by his vigorous vet versatilo style to
handle any current theme in an cditoviul way.  Whatever branch
of tho profession ko wny assume he will Lo found enorgetic and
reiiable.”

THE JUSTIOE OF CANADIAN LAW AS APPLIED TO
FREETHINKERS.

(¥ PrINGLE tersus NAraxce.” )

BY ALLEN PRINGLE.

In connection with the decision recontly given in tho Queen’s
Bench, Toronto, in tho abovoe case, are somo aspects so extraordi-
nary that, a3 Flaintiff in the case, I cluim the right of making
somo conments and strictures thereon. Though it may not Le
customary or cvon judicious under ordinary circumstances to
publicly criticiso the decisions of the Bench of this country, yet it
is presumed that under oxceptional circumstances of obvious in-
justice, as in the present case, it is alike my right uader British
institutions, and my duty, in the interestsof tho oppressed wminor-
ity to which I belong, to do so. I therefore do not feel disposed
at the presout critical juncturo in the progress of liberal thought
in Canada to either shrink from the duty or waive the right

For the benefit of those ieaders who are unacquainted with the
circumstances in which the ¢ Town Hall Case™ had its origin I
will haro givo a statement of the same. Four years ago, (in Scpt.
1874,) having decided to inaugurate liberal and scientitic lectures
in Canadn, we mado arrangements with Mr. B. F. Underwood,
the able advocate of scientific materialism, to come to Napanco and
give a courso of threo Jectures. For this purpose we procured
from the Mayor of Napanee a leaso of the Town Hall for the
ovenings of September 15, 16 and 17, 1874, and paid for the sawe.
Though it Ihnd always beon hitherto the custom and the duty of
the Mayor, vested in him by tho Council, to lease the Town Hall
for various purposes, yet when he let it to us for lcctures the
bigoted eloment in this aforesnid Council, being in the mujority,
at onco discovered by some oblique process of Methodist ratioci-
nation that we ought not to have the hatl, that the Mayor ought
not to have leased it to us, and forthwith commenced the com-
mendable business of shutting us out. Accordingly on the ¢vening
advortised for our fiist lecture, supported by the town coustabu-
lary, these puritanic worthics procceded to tho hall and wval-
inatly marshalled themselves against tho entrance so that no
¢ godless infidel ” would bae able to enter tho mnunicipal sanctuary,
which, under their authority had oft-times beaen dedicated and
sauctitied by such highly moral oxhibitions as minstrelsy, legerde-
main, ete.  Mr. Underwood had arrived, and a largo concourse had
assembled in tho market squaro contiguons to tho hall, We
approach 1 the barricaded door, exhibited our leaso of the hall
from the Mayor, and civily demanded admittance, but were re-
fused ; albeit had wo felt disposed to encourage the sympathizing
crowd awaiting ontrance, tho possession of tho hall would have
been ours in less timo than it takes to writo it. This, howover,
would nave so much rescmbled an oxhibition of religious zeal in
tho “Causo of Christ” that wo forbore. The contract, made by
their duly authorized representative tho Mayor, was thus trampled
upon and our rights disregarded by these Christian Councillors
with moro zeal than knowledge. This was tho laudable senso of
justico and notion of cqual rights entertained by tho Pecksniffy
and Dogberrys of Napance in tho yoar of their Lord one thousand



