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ousIy or piously like Christ ; for lie does
net say>, yen wiil obs3erve, that miy deat4
wnay be conforined te, Bis, but that I my-
self may be cenforaed theret.o, th.,t. net
bereafter in mry closing bour.i, but uow
and always 1, Paul, may lie assi,,nilated
te Ilis dying, or ratther be, assimilating,
tince it is of a precess, a continua!>' pro-
gressmive process, that he speaks;- the
w4 hole passage rending, Il that 1 may
knoiv Him, and the power of His resur-
rection, add the fellowship of Ris suifer-
ings, while 1f amn being made conformable
te His death.Y This was his earnest
lo4ging, that ho the man might be ac-
quiriug daily more and more resemblance
to the Christ in [gis deatb. IlSee Him
dying,ý lie says, 1- ook at the grace and
sweetnLess of it ; that is what 1 want te ho
daily attaining te."

But now it miglit bo 8aid, when lie as-
pires thus, as lie appears to de, to become,
not at seme iunicture, but babitually. -what
bis Lord wvas once in Ris final moments,
dees lie net seema to be setting hinself te
achieve more than the Master achieved,
and te lie aiming at a higlier degree of
perfection? He would fain ho as good
and grand from înoreîng unto eventide
through all bis years, as Christ w&8 seen
to lie at a single point in [lis history. in
Gèllisemnane and on the Cross. But it
is one thing to ho brave and brilliant for
a hlte wbubo in dying, and quite another
thing te ho a beo ail your 11fe long-
thctt is tranioendebtly the greater and
more difficuit of the two. Men have of-
ten acted or.endured sublimely on special
ccasions, in temperar>', trying surround-
ings, who have failed sadly at ordinary
tiieýs, wrhoÈe spirit and teinper thon bas
been far i#ferior. Noébly as thuy have
-bèhaved.now and'again under the press-
tire and excitement, of passing solemil
circunistances, there lias been mucl inl
their behaviour arnidst the petty circums-
timoosq of e»nimon days thil was an>'-
thitg -bùt noble. To lie continually' as
'we are1atintervals ýwoùld ho te ho perfect
indêed ; but that we cannot manage.

Some people are more chariukig and be-
autiful in dyÎng> thpn they ever were in
living. Rave you flot witnessîed thç
meek patience, the devout resignation,
the gentleness, the reverence, the love, te,
which they hve been chasteiied and re-
fined, after protracted illness, and just
before the end arrived ? If they could
but have lived se!

Many a man in former generations
bas borne himself divinely at the martyrls
stake, who was often consiierably lass
than divine at the farnily hearth. For
a few heurs lie was superb, as they
threatened and tortured hîru, as lie stood
before his rrthlessjudgres, and went frorn
thein titrougli the crowvd te his fiery
doora; but he had not been always thus.
Ah! how frequently had lie been testy
and irritable in littie things, 1ow-tliought-'
ed and worldly-mînded in the customary
routine, doubtint, and desponding in quiet
paths,-he who was flow 80 patient, stnd
spiritual, se daunitless and believing.
Many that are first shail lie last, and the
last first. There are those who seem te
us the greatest, because -we have seen
themn great at grave and critical periods;
but there are tiiose wbo, altbough th.ey
have neyer been seen shining magnifi-
ciently in a transient, terrible dnrkneas,
are yet greater than tbey, becau 3e they
have borne and acted amid the common-
place with constant greatness of spirit
front year te year. That is the dimeiuit,
that the supreme thing io do.

When, then, fixing upon the death of
Christ, the apostie cries, "lLet me lea rn
te live like that,>' is it net as if he were
reaching after something lofier than bis
Lord ? But his Lord-was Ble greitèr
at thie close thian'Ho 'bad been froM'tlie
beginning? Did He mouint up 'in the
l§t drpad s&.ene to an altitude above É Ris
usual self? No I however it may be wÏi
us, Ile was neyer inferior or lers, at or-
dinary times, than He Pas found to-be-
at extraordipary. There were no, flu4~
tuatidns or vicissitudes of quality in Hlmn
ne ait ernations of znajesty and nieaness


