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1 have said that it dneq not 8eem te have
been the mind of Christ that there shouid hp,
lu outwvard thiegs, au organie unity, or rigid
uniformity, ettblished in flis visible Churcb.
And 1 cannu3t heli) thinking tà.jne textR of
Holy Scripture vhichi are cominoniy urged in
s.ippcirt of the olinooi(e opinions, have been
very badiy perverted from titeir preper mean-
ing. ' iLtis ig more particularly the case with
our Lnrid't% solemn pra)cr ou she eve of H-is
cr uciffixion. There la nothing in that prayer
that can be heuu! as pointing te a union that is
merely externat and goveruimental. It aims
ut soîeething far higher and bolier than any
Mere otitward incorporation of protessing
Chutistiauis, bound together by an agreement
among Lhemselvei; lu the observance nt a
common polity and ritual. Tlhe union which
it contem plates is altogether of a siritual
nattre-a union ef true Christians ?nit te-
gether by thc bond of faith, wherehv they are
ait united tie Christ, their living Hlead, aud
thus, in Christ, united te oue another. And
I can eauuily cou:ceive an association of profes.
sing Christians te be outwardly iecerpor-
atýd writh one anether in the most orderly
stubjectien te the tiame system of Churoh go.-
vergiment, and the most strict cenformity te
the same prescribed method of worship ; white
yet, by reasoin of the utter want cf unaniunitv
as; te 6eme ef the most vital articles of reveal-
ed truth, and it may be aise of their wvant ef
aharity tewards8 eas other, they are as far as
possible froni fuifilling that earet prayer of
the Savieur for is true disciples; when hie
aaid_ý' Neither pray 1 for these atone, but fr
ibemn aise which shah believe on me through
their Word; that they ail may lie oee-as
Thou, Patber, art in Me, and 1 in Thee-that
they aIse may lie one le us." (Applause.)
Ici speakieg titus, however, we wouid net he
uner8toodl as catling in question the desir-
shleness of an entire agreement ataong pro-
fessing Christians, even in thiegs externat
and circunzstantia!, je 80 far As without com-
promise et jurincipie it sac lie attained, stili
l!ss as j ustifying that captious and centen-
lieus spirit which would fer the sake ef the
mnost accessory aid subordinate naatters. dis-
turb the peace and break the unitv of al~.
ujan Cburech. (Applause.)

It bas seeietimfes been cat as n reproach on
Presbyterianism, that it bas a tendency to
<aster I5aI views el ecclesiastical, unity and
order, and even te give rire te endiess divis-
iong and dissensions i'n these branches ef the
Christian Chtirch ini which it has been es.
tablished. And i, must be ewned that te
those wbo look anty at certain recent occur. t
rences in our own history, and who take but
asuperfisiai glance at these occurrences there r
jmayseomto e iome show o'jtestise le the m.

plation. 1 am confident, howo'ver, that when
more carefuhîy exarned, auiy such charge %wi!t
be found te be entireîy grzutidless. It la mat-
ter ef his!ery that iany of the greatest
schisms and meat grievous liere.,ius wlth
wvhich Christendeni %vas ever dismurl3ed, have
had their enigin, net uncler a Presbyteriasi,
but uncler a Prelatical 8ysteni. Se was it with,
the wide-spread divisions and. contentious oc-
ca iisionuzd hy the L)enatists, mre Ariant;, the
Nesterians, send other scimtsetsu ef tht-
fnurth sud following centuries. Se %vas it
wvuth the greatest schisni betiv.en the
Greek and Roinai Chorchesi. Se 'vas it with
the weefut apostacy ef Reome itself, and with
the glorlous Secession îo-n it a4 the era et
the lefervuat ion. And, as %ve corne down the
streaun of tirne, wve stili fifid tntat eehjsmus aud
secessions are net pectilitir te Presbyt erianisin.
WVitness Bartholomew's Day ie the Churr: of
Li tgiand, when no lessq than two thousand
minibters feitt censtrained te resicn their
henefices, aud sever thumseisea frona her
communion, incîuding many ef the ablest,
most learned, and most devoted ministers by
wvhom that renewvned Church has ever bueen
adoreed. WVitn,>ss, le more recent timez;, tho
rise andi prugre8s et MeIctliodian, which has
new beceme a laiuge, influential, snd flourish-
in& Church. Witness, le Our owe day, the
lamentab'e perversion ef tee many cf the
clergy as wetl as laity et the Anglican Càurch,
who, je the course of the last twenty-flve
yearg, have renounceudt he Protestant faith for
the detusions andt cerruptions et Roeiauism.
And te àasy nüthing of these aiready acsoni-
plished facts, ne ene, 1 am sure, who calmiy
ceesiders the state ef thiugs noiw subsisting
ln thte sister Establishment can fai! te see that
there are te lie found lu her a variety of dis-
uniting elenients which, if it were net tor cer-
taie extraeeus influences by whieh her pro,.
per ecclesiasticat fuotions are effectually re-
pressed, if net absolutely superseded, would.
speediiy give rise te discordsand divisions ef
a tuuch more serions kind titan we have uver
experienced. (lieux, hear.) Add te ail this,
that those secessions %vhich are chargedj
against us sannet with any ruai justiee lie re-
gardeut as the natural and proper fruit ef our
systeni cf Church geverumnent. riuey have
one andt ait ef thern P-rison frein causes with
which Presbyterianisni, as such, hiau nothin-
te do-froni circuinstauces connecteut with thm
taïtis ef unioni berweun Cuiurch antd Scate,
wvith the statutory mode of aptpticttmeut, îui
vacant beneftces-cirounstatoes whlohi might
have exisied ln acy Eïa lisheut Cliutch, Pure-
laticat or Congregatiensai, as weil as Pre8byý
teriqn, and wbiil,.uuder any ferra ef gever.à..
gov crament, if rpgardeut with the saine cou-
iting sentiments by a peuple dustingusheut

by the proverbial ferveur eftchu Seottiiti
:cmperameet, would, uder aey forte ef
icottish guveremeer, have led te the saine
*eaults. (Arpplause.)

Nor la it immaterial te consider that out


