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th We regret to record the death of Chief Justice Davie ?f
Tovince of British Columbia. Having been born in
soarc.h, 1852, he was in the prime of life, a young man for
of 'gh a position. It was thought that he had many years
"Sefulness before him, but he had been in bad health for
a ° time, and the end was not entirely unexpected. ~Mr.
Vie was called to the Bar in 18 77.  He was elected to the
Assembly in 1882, and in 1891 became Premier of
He retired from politicsin 1895, and suc-
Matthew Baillie Begbie as Chief Justice of the

*me Court of that province.
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for Sir Herbert Stephen, Barrister-at-Law and Clerk of Assize
the Sue N orthern Circuit in England, has recently written on
Ject of Prisoners on oath, present and future. er
Sone:: ‘Strongly and well against the proposal that z.a.ll pri-
behalf ° ol,ﬂd be allowed to give evidence on their own
a n“m'b 18 Cfontention is that, under the p?'oposed sysFenfl,
is o i (?r of innocent persons will be convicted, anfi it is
e alll)nnlon that even at present several inn'ocent pr_lsoners-
Sequencuauy CC?nvicted on the Northern Circult' al(?ne, in con-
Cntly c; o_f giving evidence themselves. His views appir-
Teceny; 'Ncide with those of Mr. E. F. B. Johnston, Q.C., who
Y Wrote an able article in these columns (33 C.L.J,
he laysut-lder the caption “ The prisoner as a witness,” ami
exc t .dOWn as a general rule, subject of course'to al
Witnegg CPtions, that the accused should never be put in the
OX. These views expressed by two gentlemen so

emine 3 3
Englaztly Qualified to give an opinion on this subject, one in

2nd one in Canada, must carry great weight.




