214

more than they all;” not more absolute-
ly, but more relatively to her means—
'Eho rich gave ¢ out of their abundance,”
contributed to an extent which scarcely
diminished their ample stores, and sub-
jected them to little or no inconvenience,
and called for no great exercise of self-
denial.  But the poor widow gave ¢ out
of her penury,” out of very scanty means.
She had no husband to provide for her,
and when he died, he hadl left her in
deep poverty ; so that all she had in the
world was a single farthing, which she
may have earned by her labour. Dut
she gave it cheertully to God, although
it was « all the living that she bad,” all
that she had to subsist upon at the time.
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to maintain tho appointed ministers of
religion—if he complained that those who
withheld these tithes were guilty of “rob.
bing God” will he now hold those guil-
less who vefuse to give any part of their
substance, to maintain the preachmg of
the cospel, and the celebration of Chiis.
tian ordinances ? No man indeed hasa
right todictate to lis brother, as to how
much he must give to % the offerings of
God ;” of this, every man, who knows
bis own circumstances best, must be the
best judge. But still, every man is bound
to consider and decide, as in_the sight
of God, laoking to his individual cireuwn-
stances and oblizations, what pioportion
of God’s gif*s to him he ought to give back

She trusted in the good providence of” to God. And though the same rule may

God, and depended on his blessing for
the success of her industry and the sup-
ply of her daily bread. - How few have
ever marifested such generosity and pi-
ety as this! how few could willingly give
up all that they bave for God! "If this
widow had been of a celfish spirit, she
would have thought that she had more
need to get than to give; and worldly-
wise men would say that her conduct ex-
Iibited the greatest folly. But the Savi-
our approved of her deed, and that was,
suflicient. Ile pronounced the highest
commendation upon her, and he holds
her forth to the admiration and imitation
of all succeeding generations, as one who
seorned to ask charity, but felt it more
honourable and blessed to give, for sup-
porting the worship of God, and main-
taining the celebration of his appointed
ordinances
‘Tlrere are three leading topiessuggest-
ed by this narrative, to which we would
solicit the attention of our readers.
1. The-DUTY of giving to ihe cause of

od.

Tho duty is incumbent upon all, of e-
very rank and station. The Jewish tem-
ple indeed has been destroyed, and all its
ceremonial rites have passed away ; but
the obligution to contribute, according
to our ability, “unto the offerings of
God,” remains in all its force. Ifit was
the daty of God's ancient people to con-
tribute of their substance, to aepair and
eplarge the temple, and to maintain the
worship and ordinances of God’s house,
is it not also our duty to contribute, ashe
has prospered us, in order to maintain
and.extend that purer and more spiritu-
al worship, which he has established in
thess latter days? If God expressly re-
served the fithes, or the tenth part
of the nrodnea oF the land of Israel,
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noi be applicable to cvery case, yet, as
it is well known thay, in our own Church
not a few are giving a tenth part of their
whole income to the © offerings of God,”
surely it is at least desirable, if not i
cumbent, that others should endeavour
to come as,near as possible to this swan-

dard. And ifthis were done, then doubt. .

iess the cause of God would be gready
advanced, and the Saviour’s kingdom
widely extended.

But what is more important than the
amount contvibuted, is the spirit in which
our contijbutions are given. We must
give, not in a grudging or grumbling
spirit, but willingly and” cheertully : not
for the sake of appearance, but froma
sense of duty ; not as an act of mere cha-
rity, but as a matter of imperative obli
gation ; not by fits and starts of alternate
generosity and  narvowness, but accor
ding to a stated and definite rule. “Do
ye uot know,” says the apostle Pal
“that they which minister about holy
things, live of the things of the temple,
and they which wait at the altar, ae
partakers with the altar? Ewen 9
hath the Lord ordained that they who
preach the gospel should live of the gos-
pel”  And they are as much entitled 10
this as the labourer is entitled to bis hirg
and entitled {o it, not for their own sakes,
but for the sake of their people, in order
that, being set free from worldly cares
and anxieties, they may be enabled to
¢ give themselves wholly,” and without
distraction, to the dutics of their sacred
oflice.

And while it is our duty to support the
gospel iz our own land, it is also our du-
ty to extend it to our fellow-creatures,at
home and abroad, who have never k
its joyful sound. No mau liveth unto
himself; but every mau, and especially




