impiety, profanity, and Jlasphemy. It
is also the duty of civil rulers, and must
be their intcrest, to exert themselves to
introduce the gospel into their dominions
when it may be but partially enjoyed ;
and by satutary laws aud encouragements
o provide them with tie e of ju-
stenetion, and a set led dispensation of
ordinances; especially in pooe and deso-
late, or in igucrant and irreligions parts
of the conntry ;—all which they may do
without propaga ing Christiantty by the
sword, or foremg a profession of rilizion
on their subjects By penal jaws.  When
religion has become vorrupt, afler it has
been received and established in a nai-
on, and has degenerated into a system of
falsehood, superstition, idolatry, and ty-
rauny, ederied on by churchmen, wded
by the civil powers; and where various
abuses of this kind are interwoven with
the civil constitution and administration,
—an cuinent exercise of civil authority
is requisite for the reformation of tuese;
not by the abolition of all laws respecting
religion, as a watter wiich civil govern-
ment bas no concern with, and by leav-
ing every thing to individual exertion or
voluntary associations, which would
breed anarchy and endless disorder j but
by magistrates taking an active part in
pros:euting a public refurmation, remov-
mg external hindrances, coveecting pub-
lic and esrablished abuses, allowing, and
insome cases calling toge h.r and sup-
porting ceclesiastical assemblivs for set-
tling the imternal affairs of the charch
and of religion, ‘that unity aunl peace
may be preserved,” &c ; as was done by
the rulers of diflerent countries at the pe-
riod of the Reformation from Popery,
and in Britain at the time of the West-
minster Assembly. In an ordinary state
of matters, they also judge, thattis the
duty of civil rulers to maintain and sup-
port the interests of religion, and tue
Kingdom of Christ, by publicly recogniz-
ing and countenaucing iis institutions,
giving the legal sanction to a public pro-
iession, or confession of its faih, a parti-
cular form of worship aud ecclesiastival
discipline, wnich are ratified as national
aud by making public and permanent
provision for the religious instruction ol
their subjects and the maintenance of di-
vime ordinances amouyg them. These,
with other things of a similar kind, a-
grecable to the principles of presbyteri-
aps, cvil rulers inay do in the exercise
of their authority, without encroaching
upon the office or business of the church
and its officer-bearers, without compelling
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their subjects to believe or practisc what
they do not believe or judge sinful, and
without punishing persons who may con-
seientiously dissent from the anthorised
and established religion, or depriving
them of their natural rights on this
ground ; while at the same time, by us-
ing their authority in this way, ma gis-
trates do act tor the honour of him by
whom they rule. for the promoiion of re-
ligion, the advancement of the Kingdom
of Christ. and the public good of their
subjects ”

The doctrine which Dr. MeCrice thus
shortly expounded had been mdintained
by the Chureh of Scotland from the days
ot the Retormation, it formed a pervad-
ing clement in the National Covenant,
and in that Solemn League and Cove-
nant under the oblization of which the
Westminster Assembly of Divines carri-
ed on their deliberations, it is stated with
much aceuraey in the Confession of Ifaith
whici they agreed upen, and it is a doc-
trme not merely which the ¢ fathers of
the Secession” did not renounce on be-
coming Sceceders, bat to which they most
stedtastly adiered: and to which they at-
tached great imporiance. Lut the fol-
lowing evidences of this be cavefully con-
sidered.

1. In 1735, the four brethren who
were the orviginal Seceders emitted a
statement of Reasons why, after some con-
cessions had been made by the General
Assembly 1734, they had not acceded to
the judicatories of the established Church.
Atier a full exposition of these reasons,
which may be seen in the Re-exhibition
of the ‘Lestimony, pp. 251~234, and in
which there is no objection s:ated on the
ground that the Church enjoyed the coun-
tenance of the Stare, they add, “ And,
as these are the reasons of our continuing
still in Secession fromn the judicatories of
the ciurch; o if the following shings
were done, our difflcultics would be re-
moved out of the way.” Five of the par-
ticulars referved to may be considered as
ccclesiastical.  The sixth, which is the
last, has a bearing upon the nation, and
is stated in the following terms: 6 to, In
regard the just greunds and causes of the
Lord’s controversy with this land, have
not been particularly acknowledged for
many years past, and the lamentabla
steps of defection and backsliding, which
bave lately come to a great height, have
not been confessed, to the glory of God,
by the Commission of the last Assembly,
in their grounds of fasting: That there-
fore, in the grounds of a national fast, fer .



