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Just before the close of its year the Society lost une uf its most 4auable
and valued friends by the deiith of the Rev. W. W. Roes, who had been its
Permanent Agent from. 1875 to 1879. The success of hie special mission tu
to, Manitoba on behalf of the Society was one of the must encuuraging fea-
turcs in the last Animal Report. Th* great value of hie services have more
than once been publitly acknowledg>ç not only by the Board of Directors,
but also by the Branches in Mainitoba. As he contirmed t)> the ende~ver ready
to, do anything in hie power for the Society, the Directors louked( upon him,
as one whose zeal, tact, experience, and readinese might be called upon, as
occasion- required, for many years tu corne. They cannot, therefore, but feel
a sense of great lose by hie removal from this scene of action.

In the lust Annual. Report attention was called to the very dilapidate<l
state of the building jointly owned and occupied by this Society and the
Tract Socie±y, and the necessity uf providing a new building -at an early
date ; and the Directors were ablfe to report that already several handeome
sums had been subscribad for that purpose. They regret to 8ay that very
littie progress lias been made in this matter during the paet year ; but fhe
Joint Committee hias lately appointed Mr. William lrewitt to solicit sub-
acriptions for the Building Fund, and as he is well knuwn tu the business
community, they hope lie will be heartily'received and encouraged'in thi8
good work. The Dîrectors trust that when this need is really brought before
the minde of the Christian public of Toronto, they will in this semi-centen-
nial year of the City readily -subscribe the very moderate amounit reqired to
provide a suitable habitation for two of its oldeet institutions.

B R A'NCH ES.

in the past year, as in every third year, the Board wished to have ail the
Branches visited by the Agents, wvhiclh for several reasons is desirable, and
therefore did not tequest any to dipense with such help. A few, however,
intimated a wish to do so, and the Directors, of course, acquiesced. Neyer-
thelese the visitatiÀon and inspection of the Branches and Depositories
throughout the field may honestly be reported as fairly complete, and on the
whole very satisfactory.

With very few exceptions, the Pepositories are reported as being in good
condition ; but a few cases of negligence have beeu brought under tho notice
of the Board. One * Agent reports triat in a certain place h le found on visiting
the Depository that " the Bibles were not at all exposed to the view of per.
sons coraîng in ; but were in a box covered up with goods in a rootn over the
store." Aniother Agent reports that in another place " the Bibles feil into
tho hande of soine inan wliu bought the insolvent estate of the former De.
positary. and refused to give thern up, thus ontailingquite a loes on the
Branch." Such negligence is 'very annoying, and these cases Bhew the ima-
portance of oficers and commitbees of Branches rememibering, their responsi-
bility in reference to their Depositories. But when it is cotneidered how few
suchýcaseî are amnong nearly 400 Depositories, the Directors think they pnay
fairly report that the Society's affaira in this department are in a very saLis-
factory condition.

Only t%ýo new Branches have been forrned during the year viz:- Fort Erie,
and Mdînay, and one new Depnsitory opened at Fort Simpson, on the Mac-
kenzie River in the far North-West ; on the other hand one Branch hias been
struck off the list, and three reduced to the rank of mere Depositories. This
makes our present liet to contaÂi 403 Branches and 29 Depositories. At fir6t
sight this may appear to some as slightly retrogreseive ; but in fact real pro-
gres ip being mnade in occupying the field. Some of the Branches are forming
sub-branches, and others though not forming any subordinate organizations,


