) o _j. q,.;, \Y “Q. =
A & CAMOSEAURIIRINIO .
N & o

VOL. VIIL TORINT M VRCH, 1377. No. 2.

THE INFLUENCE OF THE BIBLE ON LITERATTURE.
BY DR. WM. M. TAYLOR.

£ In o sermon lately delivered before the Amcrican Board of Commissinners
g for Foreign Missions, from the text--Ez. xIvii. 9—¢° And everything shall
B live whither the river cometh,” Dr. Taylor very justly and forcibly argued
g from the effect of the Bible on English literature, that missionary translator;
of the Scriptures were doing & great work for the literature in foreign
tsmgues which men are to read centuries hence. We make room for an ex-
g tract, exhibiting sime of the incidental results of the woik which the Bible
R Socivtivs are doing.
¢ " Dut lonk, in the third place, at the department of literature, and you will
see how, when the river of the Gospel has lowed into a nation, it has quick-
ened that also into richer growth.  Take here the stores which have been
garmerad up in onr own mother tungue, and when you enmae to look into the
suhject you will e surprised to discaver how much the word of God has had
todo with the charecter and guality of Fnalish literature.  Tp till the time
g wien John Wickliffe sent his ¢ poor priests” up and down England with his
B8 version of partivns of the Seriptures in the vulgar tonsue, there conld not bhe
¢ said to be any Buglish literaiure, and there was hardly any English language.
2 Just at the very time Wicklifle was engaged in his great werk, now precisely
8 tive hundred years ago, Geoffrey Chaucer was writing those ¢ Canterbury
Tales” which have charmed so many zenecations of readers and which bear on
them certain indicativns that their anthor had come under the widening and
ennmbling influence of the truths which the parsen of Lutterworth proclaimed.
Nor was this in itself unlikely, for hath of these men were protegds of him
BE whom e know in another comnaction as *¢ Old Julm of Gaunt, time-honoured
B Lancaster.™  In any case these two between them laid the foundation of onr
B8 langnage and literature ; hut as from the natui » of the case the Bible went
into more homes and hearts than Chaucer reached, we must atiribute to Wick-
38 litiv the principal shere in that literary revival which the succeeding centuries
Al Wwithessed in the mother country. Nay, it is somewhat remarkable that just




