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unity ini the subject itself ; and thus cornbining the appi)rentlyv distinct
poerns into one grand whole, the story of a nation's conversion to Chris.
tianity. 0f the second mile under this hcad, which dlaims greatness and
splendor as necessary features of the epic action, littie need he said.
De Vere lias undoubtedly chosen for bis suhject an event, riot. only
well worthy ta be dressed out in ail the grandeur of epic ipomp, but
one wbicli is l'y far the most noble, and dignified of any that has yet
been conimniorated in a similar way. TIhe anger of Achilles, the
establislimc2t of Aeneas in Itaiy, tbougb they be events sufficiently
important to fix our attention, and excite our interest, are scarcely
worthy to be thought of in comparison with suéh a'grand. far reaching
achievement as is tbe action wbicb is celebrated by De Vere. The
third requisite of the subject of an epic iq ti'at it be interesting. 1)is-
cussing this point Blair says "rnuch wîi depend on the happy
choice of some subject, 'vhich shall, of its nature, be pieasing to the
public, as when the poe-t seleets for bis hero one who is the founder,
or the deliverer, or the favourite of bis nation . The celebrated
'rbetorician couid not possibly have spoken more to the present pur-
pose ; for St. Patrick, the hero of «'The Legcnds," combines the tbree
above-inentioned virtues, being at once the founder> deliverer and
favourite of his nation. Nioreover the work derives special interest
from the iofty character of the action related-an action frauglit with
such great consequence to the weifare, not oniy of a single country
and nation, but even of the wvhole of Christendom. Sureiy no subject
could be mnore intenseiy interesting, or better suited the magnificent
apparatus the poet bestows on it.!

The high standard of epic conmposition justifies the dernand for
characterization of the miost unexceptionable variety. Hence we find
another set of ruies in the light of which the actors or characters of the
poemi niust be scrutinized. In the first place every epic, to be 'vorthy
of the naine, must bave a hero. In this respect "The Legends"
couid bardiy be improved on. As already stated, St. Patrick is the
hero, distinguished, above ail the other characters, not only as the cen-
-trai figure of the wboie narrative, but in an especial mnanner, even apart
Irom the poern, as one ot the grandest, and most heroîc of ail historical
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