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SHE P AND SWINiM.

DOGS VERSUS SHERI>.

Few people realizo the fact-for such it i
-that the dog tax is une of tho coetliest the
society pays. The weight of this tax duc
not cornu in the furia of the 81 or 82 whic'
each municipality tharges fur the privilege c
keeping a dog, but in the expense of sustaini
ing a vast amount of useless curs, the daxnag
inflicted on the sheep and ivuol interests br
thcm, and the lua of human lîfe by hydro
phobia. It is very difficuit te secure anythinj
like a cali consideration of this subjeci
because multitudes have a sort of instinctiv
fondnesa for dogs, and, under its influence
regard anything that is said against them a

the e ýlcn of weak prejudice. Tu disarn
thiâM let it be said at the outsut, that i

in.ôit'ded to dispute the usufuineas e
"yiï good dog that raay serve as ai
iitd1ligent companion by dey, or a trusta
guard by niglit. There are some such dogs
but they bear a very smail proportion te th1
myriada of worthless animais that are ix
realitybýeasts of prey within the confines oi
civilization. The expense of keeping these
mischievous brutes, and the sain total of th(
lusses they occasion te flock-masters, amounti
te sures, the aggregates of which few have an3
conception of. In an article headed IITh(
Canine Ourse," the American AgciU1tsrià
gives a few st.artling figures bearing on thiE
subject, As long ago as 1868, the Commis.
sioner of Agriculture estirnated the loss te
sheup owners in the United States from, the
ravages of dogs at a million dollars annually'and the indirect Joss in preventing sheep
husbandry at two millions more. This calcu-
Istion was undoubLedly far below the mark.'In 1878, Mssanchusetts was reported as having
114,000 dogs and 55,000 sheup, the latter
gradaally deereasing, while the former made
a noticeable increase. In Ohio the statisties
show that the flamber of sheep killed by dogs
frein 1867 te 1870 inclusive was 459,437,
valud nt S1,296,398; and the number injured
by doga during that period was 309,682,
estimated worth 8497,132. In Illinois, the
value of aheep slaugtered by dogs in 1876 was
830,578; in 1t'77, 863,752; in 1878, S43,885;
for the year ending May, 1879, the loss was
27,338, with a valuation of 82.40 per head-
low enough certainly-aniounting te S65,384.
The new State of Kansas liad, 74,696 dogs in
1875, according te the State census; in 181
when the State census was taken again, âcere
were 143,650. Yet it is suspected that in
this Statu, as elsewhere, not more than 'haîf
the dogs are reported, from fear of taxation.
It is estimsted that thure were not far from,
300,000 dogs in the nuw State of Kansas. If
wc suppose thema te get an honest living, how
much, does it cest the State te keep them 1
Will 81a year inaintain adiog 2 WiI8 5 do
it ? In the year ending March, 1879, there
were 8,025 aheep destroyed by dogs in Kan~sas,
in the year ending March, 1880, 4,369; and in
the yesr ending Marcb, 1881, 5,361. In four
counties, xvhere a million sheep miglit easily
be kept, the assessors thie year found only
1,377 hesd, and there were 4,276 dogs te
aih thiem, 31 doge te every sbeep'

Reai tbe fhIlowing paragraph about Kansas.
IIObserving men are of opinion tbat an

offlinary dog-and ho is always hungry-
* will est and dustroy in a t foeemonth th

equivalont of that which, if given te a wel]
bred pig. would maltehlm weigh attho expira
tion i~f that tisse $00 pounda gress, 286,00
Buscb pige would aggregate 85,800,000 peund

h of pork, now wvorth at the borne ahippin
Sstation more than 84,790,000, requiring t

transport Ilium, more than 2,860 cam, carry
eing fifteen tens each, or a train more thas

sixteen miles long. This would represen
nearly 81,600,500 more than the entire ainoun
paid in the State for 1880, for sehool, townshil

Said State taxes coinbinud, it would builq
S9,400 school-houses and churohes, worth 8501

ecd, or woald ppLy the average wages of 14 ,S000 sehool teachers-twice the nunibur nov
Sesnployed. A condition of affaira, of whicl

the above is but a poor outise, is at the botton
f of what i a ch year becoming a gruater an(

more irrepressible cenfiet between the weol
growers and the savage brutes that keep ii
jeopardy, or destroy the Blocks liaI, prolcled
would enlarge and ipcrease tethe exlenteà
producing the wool fer which we now send s(

Emany millions acresa the sea& If the dogi
are maintained as a luxury, they are a luxur3
we cannot aiford, and should give way U<
something 1cms expensive and leas productive
of loss and miseryY"

The American AgrieuUurist mentions au
Iowa farmer who had 8300 worlh of sheel
killed by dogs in a single night, and of an-
other $250 worth, and adds: IeIwa weuld
have lo.day 810,000,000 worth of property
within hier bordera, that éie does net have,
only for doga; and the fariners are the yeri est
fools in the worldl for allowing anali a state oz
-affrs." Se Ibey arc They are whaî John
Bunyan cails "penny wise, aid pound foolish."
Or, te quota a Yankee maxim, Ilthey save at
the spigot, and waste at' the bung-hole."
Thusands of farmers are rich enough te kcep
a useless dog, but tee poor te subscribe for ai
agricultural paper. 0f all lie preventable
losses and leaka on the farre, is there onu te
compare with that caused by doga ? Add te
the injury dons te the ahcep aid wool inturesta,
the darnage infiicted on dairying by the
chasing aid worrying ef cows, the losa by
maiming and kili of pigs, the scaring of herses
on 1h, highway, aid the destruction of humai
life caused directly and indirectly by dogs,
and the American AgiSc.uuist is amply
justifled in. denominating it l'lihe Canie
cuse."~

Of what earthly usa are ninety-nine par
cent ef the dogs that are permitted te exst?
For one really serviceable canine that honestly
caras his living, thure are ninety-nine geod-
for-nothinga Ihat eheuld be treated te a dose
of strychnine. After reàng this.article, pro-
bably many a dog-fsncer will pat his faveur-
ite, and say, IlO, my good Pomp wouldnt est
a sheep weald he ?" Pcrhaps net, but your
Ilgood Ponp " xnay be an unmnitiated nuisance
for all tha. 'Ven take hlm witi yeu wher-
ever yen go. Re rushes inte people's lieuses
at your heels, or more -iikely aiead. of yen,
scares thie family est, ýknodks evér thie baby,
poires bis nose inte the frying pýan, intrudes
irite thoe paitry, and commnits ail masser of
nisdemeanors wbich yen expect will bu con.

Love ia, love my dog." Or, if 'yen have

- nough mannurs te malte jura atay outsido,
oho improves tise tissu whibo you are doing your

business, or making yeur visit, by rushing
*frantically around the garden, and doing nu

D end e! misohief thuro. A dog in thse garden
s in tie spring of thu yuar, ivhon tender vegota-
g bics and flower8 are just starting into vigour,

>is wvorse than a cow. Ho w-ill spoîl a iwholu
*bed in a twinkling. Onu might easily write
Sa book dutailing thse depredalions committed

t on eoeiety by doge. We have books recording
t thuir sagaciîy, and exploita of une kind and
0, another; it la time wve had a volume giving
1 the other aide o! the picture. Until we havo

smc repressive, lugal mensures, a gun te shoot
-prowlîng doge with, aid a deep w.,l1 inte
Swhich te drop their dead bodies, would bu

highly usefal institutions on every farni.

HO W TO SAVE THE SHEEP.

The New York Sun saya thu farmers of
Hunterdon and Sosserset counties, New Jur-
s ey, used gens te protect their aheep. It is
clal.med Ihat two gens cam and will drive

3away a dozen doge, aid thas effectually pro-
teet the flock fromn Ili ravages. As seon as
a dog enters th- fieid aI night, thu gens
altacir him, and their butting propenmties are
tee much for the canine, aid ho soon quits
the field, liînping and yelling. Fersxerly,
when, a dog entercd a sheep, field at night
<raya the Sùn), the ahccp would rtn wildly
around aid éiy piteously. Since the gonts
have been u8ed te guard Ilium, they forai in
a lime behlnd the gens suad secis te enjoy thse
fun. The ides ef utîiLzing goats in this way
came f.om the West, whore they are put in
sheep, puas te drive away wolves.

,SPEOIALTIES If SHEEP.

E. Fayon, who made extendcd observations
on sheep Ihat are tended for their milk, finds
tiat the production of wool la in an inverse
proportion te thse production of milk. In
thoso sheep yieldisg muaI milk, aid having
four or six tests, thse wool occupies buta smaîl
portion of the body. Thse neck, the head, the
breast, the abdomen, and a great part of
thse legs are meraly covercd with short hair.-

J.M. if. ____ ___

TnE raost essential peint about thu preserva-
tien of pork is te have it thoroughly cool
before salting. Âny mai who neglects tisat
precaution will suifer fromn it.

MOVADLE hurdies are very largely used in
-nglaud, chiefly for strutching..across fields
of tunipa, vetehes, etc., se as te confine flocks
ef slcep te a po.-tion aI s.tlmneuantil eaten up,
alsô for wintar sheltar of garden bedsannd
fraines. Somutimes they are made cf wattled
;willow, like coare baskctware, but oftenerýof
stoutershoote split and huld toether by-afewv
Ielinched nails p&ssed through thse erect, end
pices and lie dlagoïud, brace; thoy iavîngIfive bars, more or lesà-crook-ed, and about two
incises wide. 0f course, theso hurdies don't
st long, but-of late thoy have been rendered

very durable as n'eUl as dxnproved in appear-
ance and haidlingby being dipped into4seat-
ed tanks of tar.' Tie gas-'works, ait
atated àre nowý binniing tù do tËis »for -the
farinera. and gardenýers, te Ibeir groal catis-
lâction.


