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But there are multitudes of Christian people
who desire to know what the Word teaches on
this theme. The editor deemed that he was
meeting a feit want of Christiaus when he gave
forth that article.

There is a phrase towards the close of the
letter that grates on my ear at least. It is
this: "The so-calbed First Resurrection.' Let
me ask Dr. Laing, Mr. Editor, through you
who penned the words " Tht First Resurrec-
tion ?' It was the Apustie John, under the
influence of the Spirit, that chose these two
),rand words. Dr. Laing wilb say as heartily
as any that they should be spolcen of with re-
spect. Tht old Greek word, anastasis, bas
been allegorized and eviscerated, but it 15
there yet and means the risiug of human
beings from tht dead, as it ever did. Long
live tht Missionary Review.

J. B. EDMUNDSON.
BELVIDERE,, N. T.

THIE PLEBISCITS A ND PROHIBI-
TION.

BY RIEV. R. WALLACE, TORONTO.

Ont of tht must cormun objections tu pro-
hibition is that it is an interférence with tht
tibertits of the people. Now, in this respect,
both divine and human laws are an interference
wvidth teliberties ut tht peuple. Most of tht
D3,calogue is prohibitory and inîringes upon
the liberty to do many things to which pour,
falLen humnan nature is only tuu muth inclined.
Da we cry out against the divine laws because
of such tnactments ? Now tht st.ste follows
tht divine law and prohibits theft, forgery,
adaitery,marder, gatmbiing, bouses of ilI-fame,
lutteries, etc., because ail these are injurions
to tht murais of the people, and sap tht loun
dations of society. Tht laws against ail these
are sastained by tht majority of tht people in
Christian ands-because they are held to be
uecessary for tht protection of suciety and for

tht best intertsts of tht comrnunity. And no
doabt were it not for these iaws there would
be a great deal more crime. Yet ail 'these
evils cause far ltss injury tu society than the
liquor traffic, for it is tht truittul source of must
ut tht vices and crimes of our day.

Tare best way to cure tht dtsire for.
alcoholic liquors is to prohibit tht manufacture
and sale of sucb iquors. Besides tht very oh-
îect of tht existence of governrnent is to pro-
tect the commuuity from beiug injured by
tht unpricicipled. Reuder anything illegal and
you makre it discreditable and this gues a great
way towards preventing its gentral praccice.

This has been provtd in Maint and other
states wtere a prunibiturv law has been enfur-
ced and where there is flot tht twentîeth 'part
of tht liquor sold that there was under liceuse.
Besides, tptcial cvii, require sptcial Jegislation
and ail prohîbitory laws are founded on this
ides. If there was a dangerous place on tht
edge uf a precipice where somne were lu tht
habt of gain- tu destruction wouid itflot be
tht duty of tht guvernment to place a fence
around it to protect such persons froni in-
jury. Blackstock,the great lawyer ut England,
dtc!ares drunkenness to bt une ut tht crimes
which ought to be rtstrained. Tht American
udgts have taken tht samne view. Besides,
the'liquor traffi: is itself an infringement uf
tht priîmary rîghts of society aud tends to
counteract its ytry design. Society is, or
uught tu be, founded on the principle that

per cent. on groceries, he cleared 5o tu 100

Pet cent, on the iquors he sobd and that he
cuubd double that by aduterating tht iquors
as mnany did. Tht State probibits une man
(rom taking tht ife of another by pistol, aud
should it flot prohibit men from tiking tht
lives of others by a traffic which seuds hundrtds
of thoussndsyesrly to tht drunkard's grave and
awful doo m. If tht law dots nut abbow arsenic
or tai nted meats to be sold tu those ikeby tu
injure tht msebves, why should it albow intoxi-
cants to be sobd to those who injure, them-
selves and society at tht sant e time ? Since
tht liquor traffic lesd s to tht destruction of
more bîves an d tht commission of mort crimes
and tht infliction of m ore misery than al
other evils, shabl we restrain or probibit tht
besser evils and icense tht greater ? Tht very
existence of tht license system proves that tht
State has tht right to legislate lu this matttr.
And tht result of' ail past legisiation provts
that it is impos sible satisfactoriby tu imit or
regulate a system 50 esseutially mischievous lu
its results as tht liquor traffic. Tht #fstom ut
allowiug tht p oor Hindoos to thrôw thtm.
selves under tht wbeels of Juggernsut lu lu.
dia bas been aboished, th ough this infringes
ou tht 'liberties of tht peuple' aud tht gains
ut tht priests. Is it flot much mort tht duty
of al Christian governmeuts tu put a stop to
this most gigantic evil ut tht sgt by begis-
bative prohibition? Some say, go ou with your
moral suasion and check tht evil alilVon can.
As webl talk moral suasion to a professional
thief, murdorer or swiudltr as tabk moral sua-
sion to thuose eugaged inu tht traffic. Their'
ruling passion, avarice, is intertsted lu uphold-
iug tht traffic, and sud ail vour moral suasion
wibb be treated with scoru ? Tht expeiienco
ut the past three hundred years ut tht license
syst tnt proves that su long as the State per-
mits these dealers tu prtv on tht public and
preseut temptation, tht yonng and the weak
wibb (ail under their influence, and thus mauy
thousands perish yearly lu Christiau lands.
Several ut tht eadiug statesmen uf Great
Bri tain have hebd that itis wrung tQ license that
which 15 evil lu itself or immoral, and injuriuus
lu its results. Tht only effective remedy for
this great evil i5 the entire prohibition of tht
liquor traffic*.

Tht principles we have set forth also prove
that tht liquor'dealers have nu right for com-
pensation for their business being set aside
since thty do not bênefit tht cummuuity as
other trades do. Liquor-dealers impaverish
tht peuple and tht country. If compensation
be given, thty should cumpensate tht peuple
wbum they have impoverished. Liquor-desl-
ers have nu dlaim, on tht country for com-
pensation.

High license will flot put down drunken-
ness; it makes drinking mort respectable and
increases it. Tht Rev. Dr. Herrick Johnson
says that in tht dity ut DesMoines, Iowa, in
1871, with tht liceuse at $i5o, thtre were but
twelve saluons. In 188o, with liceuse at $2oo,
there were 25 saloons. In 1882, with icense St
$î,ooo, there were 66 saloons.

Ont secret of tht succtss.of tht Maint law
is -that it drives ail deceut men from tht trade.
Drinkers must also go dowu through cellars
sud low back rounts tu find tht liquor, and
that temptation is taken away from respectable
young men. Archdeacun Farrar describes
this evil aslthe -nations' curse ; sud he holds
that -if tht liquor traffic be flot removed the
curse uf Heaven will rest on us as un mny
ancient natiç'ns for their immurality. Egypt,
Assyria, Greece, Carthage, AÀnct Rof #%ým

ment tu vote for it till it be carried ; sud vote
ouly for members ot Parliament who will prom-
ise to vote for prohibition.

,IOW IT WORIS
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Perhaps a simple tact may throw light ou
thtI "oid minister " problemn now being dis-
cussed lu' yuur pages. lu a certain Presby-
tery a minister resigned bis charge. Tht ouly
reasun for bis doing su was tbat bis peuple
wanted a change. 0f bis worth sud ut their
reasun for wsuting a change I will flot speak.
Tht tldtrly minister 15 withuut a charge sud
requires work. It is perfectby vain for him to
become a probationer. There is a station
maintained by the money uf tht church which
he couud work. When it 15 propused to place
hlm there, it is discovered that a student has
agreed to go there for tht hoiidays, and tht
station prefers s student. Morever, this stud-
eut is so, popular that a vacant cungregation
nuw bearing candidates ostensibly, bas "pick-
cd ou" hlm for their pulpit when he 18 licensed.
Tht elderly ministtr bas tu go without work,
tht candidates arc preaching tu deaf tars.
This 15 only une incidtnt ont of scores of a
similar kind. Iu that Presbytery a member
said that inkhis time, duriug eleven vears, a
minister had been comptlled to resigu tach
year under pressure ; yet tht peuple say tbty
caunot get rid ut ministers whcn tbey are tirtd
ut tbem. Tht minister above reftrred to bas
nu dlaim, tilb ucarer bis deatb, ou tht Aged sud
Iufirm Ministers' Fuud, snd tht student gets
bis work. This is nut tht fanît ut tht stud-
ents. This is ont present system. This is
bow our boasted Presbyttriauism is being
worked. And this 15 what mninisters look for-
werd tu ater thirty Vears ut faithfui, devoted
services. Can wc believe that if these ministers
were warmly seconded by their ofice-bearers,
if they were iuviugly sud îoyaily supported
sud aided by tht young peuple, that thty
would cesse tu be effective iu their congrega-
tions ? How are snch ministers tu live during
tht years between thtir resignstiun sud their
seveutietb year, when they are pcrmitted to
enjoy tht bounty ut tht fuud ? The question
is une which tht church shuuld cousider. Dur-
ing tht psst munth four ministers have writteu
me telling ut their apprehension snd their
snxiety. I du nut thiuk sncb a state ut things
18 an essential feature ut-a Presbyterisn cburch,

-nur can we believe that tht ministers arriving
at this crisis lu their carter are al ut inferior
quality compsred with young rneý whose
course is nnflnisbed.

Tht Missiunary Rt-union sud Thanks-giv-
ing service ut tht Brooktil Auxiliary ut tht
W.F.M.S.,held lu tht Presbyterian church,was
an unualified succcss. Supper wss served lu
tht basemeut at dsintily laid tables, decorated
witb tht floral tn'ïbitm ut Japan, golden chrys-
anthemnms, satisfyiug alike tu the tyt sud
taste. Tht meeting lu tht church was
thoroughiy missionary lu character, sud its lu.
terest was sustained throughout. Rev. J. B.
MacLaren, pastor, filled tht chair, in bis hap-
piest mauner. Protessor MacLaren, ut Knox
Colltge, tht originatur uf tht W. F. M. S.,
spoke of its encouragements sud disconrage-
meuts, its hopes tulfilcd, sud its hopes delay-
cd, rtviewed tht work in China and India sud
preseuted tu tht audience a clear comprehen-
sive outlook ut tht actual situation sud its
promise for tht future. Rev. T. W. Leggott,
of tht Methodist church, said tarneat, tubo-
gistic words ut greeting sud sympathy with
missiouary enterprise. Rev. K. B. Smith, of
Ashburn, spoke words ut nu uncertain sound
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He wbo so woudrousby bath wrought, y.t
greater thiugs wibl show.

He loveth always, faileth neyer,
So reit on Hlm to-day, forever."'

Otretian lEibeavor.
THJE CLOSE 0F THE VEAR. WIIA T

GOD BAS DOAvE; WH4T lNE
WILL DO.

IBY REV. W. S. M'TAVISR, B.D., S4T. GEOROL

Dec. 31st-Ps. 195: 11-18; 73 23.24.

In a remarkable vision which came to the
prophet Ezekiel he obsen ed that the wheels
before him were always turniug. Wbatever
mnay be the true interpretation of that vision,
we cannot be far astray if we iegard those
wheels as an illustration of time. Its wheels
are always turning, aud they have brougbt us
now almost, to the close of aniother year. Wq
are to-day almosi upon tbe border land wbich
separates. the year 1893 from 1894. The
Topic very properly suggests that we should
now look back, reviewing what God ha's done,
and that we should also lok forward, cousid-
ering what we may expect Hlm to do. But as,
we try to do this, the thoughts which corne
crowdiug up for utterance are so many aud
varied that we cannot express them al We
are, therefore, compelled to make a selection
and give expression to the few whichappear
most appropriate.

God bas blessed us as individuals. if we
would Rive expression to the feelings of our
hearts we would be coustrained to say, "11The
Lord bath done great thiugs for us, whereof we
are glad." As we look back upon the way by
wbich we have been led, we realize that we
ought so set up a stone of remembrauce aud
inscribe upon it, lêhitherto bath the Lord hel1p-
ed us." Morning aftei: morniug new inerçies
came, and eveniug after eveniug was crowued
with tokeus of His covenant faitbfuluess. If
we would declare aud speak of His mercies
tbey are more than can be numbered. He
crowned the year with His goodnes. Hi,
path dropped fatness.

Probably some days during the past year
were gloomy, but doubtiess the brigbt ones far
out-numbered them. Even for the dark days
we can uow lok back and thauk Him, for in
tbem we learned some bessons wbich we would
flot bave acquired in the sun.light. The poet
bas said,

"David's Psabms had ue'er been suag,
If grief his heart had neyer wruug.>'

It may be that Gôd bas made some of us Pas,
under the rod that He might bring us intor the
bonds of the covenant. It may be that soma
have had to pass through the deep waters of
trouble, that they might learu boy weak the.Y"
were, and that they might also bearu boy -to
lean upon God's almighty arm. Whatever
our individual experieuces may have been they
were certaiuly inteuded to strengthen faitb, to
increase our zeal, to strengtheu our hopesud
to make our- love buru with a steadier flame.

As a Christian Endeavor Society, God ha,
blessed us. Regarding the number of new
societies, the growtb in membersbip, the ac;-
cessions to the rauks of the church tha'ough
the instrumentabity of this society, the figurep"
wbich were preseuted at the International Cou-
vention in Moutreal iu june, and at the Pro-
vincial Convention in St. Catharines, in Oc-
tober spoke eboqueutly. But there has "e aa
growtb or a developmeut which figures cannot
represent.

How many young people have gained suffi.
cient confidence to lead lu prayer? Ho*


