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Church in the United States adopted a resolution re-
questing the Directors of the American Bible Society
to give ihese signs in their future editions of the
Bible accompanied by a brief stateinent of theirmean.
ing. 1t need scarcely be mentioned that the diviston
into chapters and verses forms no part of the original
text. ‘These divisions, the most cursory reader can-
not fall to notice, are most arbitrary, and frequently
destructive of the sense.  The division into chapters
was made by Cardinal Hugo de Sancto Choro, about
the year 1250. The present arrangement of verses
originated with Robert Stephens, the celebrated prin.
ter of Paris, and the fact that it was marked by him
during a journey from Paris to Lyons, sufliciently
shows that the division was not made with sufficient
consideration. ‘The heading of the various chapters
are also excrescences; they go frequently far beyond
their province. They often enter on the work of .
terpretation and attempt to give mystical meanings.
‘They are not merely tables of contents, but are often
very incorrect glosses on the text.

Many of the editions of the authorized version are
full of crrors. For example, the Oxford University
Bible of 1833, in Mat. xxvi. 36, instead of * then
cometh Jesus” has * then cometh Judas.” In Exodus
xiv. 10, twenty words are repeated twice. The
edition of 1638 inserted the word “aor " into the ques-
tion in Mat. xii. 23. “[Is this the son of David?"”
and a// subsequent editions perpetuate the error.
Many mustakes in punctuation are also te be found
in our common Bibles. For example, in Heb. x. 12,
we frequently read, * But this man, after he had of-
fered one sacrfice for sins, for ever sat down on the
right hand of God,” instead of the very different
punctuation “ But this man, after he had offercd one
sacrifice for sins for ever, sat down on the right hand
of God.” In Rom, iv. 1. the correct punctuation is
 \What shall we then say that Abraham our father, as
pertaining to the flesh, hath found?” We findin 1632,
a fine of £300 was impused on the Royal printers for
the omission of * #o¢ " fin the seventh commandment,
and were a similar dispensation to overtake some of
the printers of recent cheap cditions, a wholesone
lesson might be taught them. If any one is desirous
of noting the many differences between our modern
Bible and the early editions of the authorized
version, a full history of them will be found in Wm.
Scrivener’s preface to the Cambridge paragraph Bible

. which may be regarded as the standard edition.

The history of the movement for revision and the
sources of information with the canons of cnticism
will fonin the subject of a future paper.

THE LECTURESHIP OF HOMILETILS IN
KNOX COLLEGE.

Mg&. EDITOR,—Accept my thanks for your collation
of the items of evidence in proof of the correctness of
an expression which | called in question. You take
the view that Dr. P'roudfoot is appointed until the \s.
sembly makes ¢ sonie permanent arrangement for the
teaching of these subjects ;” | take the view that it is
the lectureship of which he has charge that was to be
continued until a permanent arrangement was made;
and [ think | can prove my position by citing the
simple fact that in 1874 there were two distinct reso-

lutions or decisions by the Assembly instead of simply |

one, the first making the lectureship itself a temporary

arrangement, and the second appointing Dr. Proud-
foot Jecturer. In view of these facts, the inference is
rather precarious and uncertain that the College
Board or Senate are acting under the full authority of
the Assembly in this matter. But let it be conceded
as you claim, that * Dr. Proudfoot’s appointment re-
mains until the Assembly shall order otherwise, by
making some permanent arrangement,” even this dis-
proves the correctness of the sentence in the issue of
December 27th.  “In the case of a permanent lecture-
ship like that of Dr. Proudfoot in Knox Coliege” &c.
1t must therefore be plain to every one that without
any disparagement of the manner iu which homiletics
and pastoral theology have been taught, the way is
open for the Assembly to make any arrangement at
any time that may be thought desirable.  After more
than twenty years' experience in the ministry 1 am
thoroughly opposed to the idea of entrusting homile-
tics and pastoral theology to any one man. A method
that one young minister can use successfully will be
like Saul's armour on David in the case of another,
and if persisted in will bring disastesr to him. The
faultlossly beautiful and perfect theories of mere
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thearists on preaching and general pastoral work are
very fine, very finpracticable often, not to say very
dangerous. Students, like ministers, are of diverse
types of character, and I should like to see variety of
method presented to our students by half a duzen of
the most vigorous and successful ministers of our
church, every one of whom might have a slightly
different method perhaps, but at the same time had
built up his own congregation in strength and uscful-
ness.  \What arc known as * popular gilts” are less
requisite in any other departiment in the college than
in homiletics,  Tiere the lecturer must not simply tell
his students how todeliver a discourse from the pulpt,
but show them how to deliver it. And T doubt
whether any man, even if he were a prince among
preachers and pastors, could do the work as well for
the church and as well for the students, as three or
four ministers of pulpit and platform aceeptability and
power, men of undisputed success, who would not
stmply teach a theory that they had read in books and
on the whole appeared to them the best, but who
could speak from their own living experience, men
large cnough and manly cnough to make even some
of their own mistakes the topics and occasions of use-
ful counsel. In looking over Christendom at the
present day, who can fail to be impressed with the
fact that the winisters to whom the multitudes gather
are dustinguished from their humbler brethren far
more by the manner than by the superior matter of
their discourses ; and that instead of preaching after
the same cast iron model they all differ in method and
manner? The best sermon is the sermon that does
the best execution in the hour of battle, let critics and
theorists say what they may. While ready to unite
in hearty thanks for past services rendered in homu-
Jetics in Knox College, I am anxious that it be kept
in mind that the present arrangement is only tempor-
ary, and that a * new  departure” should be maugur-
ated, and I am not alone in this matter. CLERICUS.
Fan. 17th, 1879.
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Mx. EDITOR, | am vcry unwilling to occupy any
more of your valuable space with the subject referred
toin “ An Open Letter,” a few weeks ago.

A crticism of the scheme propounded theren
appeared in your journal of 3rd inst, and I would
make no reply at present were it not that, if [ under-
stood your respected correspondent aright (Mr. Tait),
he quite nusapprehends the schemehe would dissuade
from, and apprchends evils from its adoption which
are never likely'to arise. 1 only askthat the proposal
made be correctly understood, and then disposed of
as each may decide. The point | would specially
draw atention to is, that the scheme in question pro-
poses nothing in grin iple different from what is now
acted upon to some extent in our Church, and has
been for many years. It mercly proposes that what
has already been tried and found towork well 1n some
places, shall be extended to “weak™ and “supple-
mented ” charges under such regulations as may be
adopted.

In the Brockville and Ottawa Presbyteries, n
Manitoba largely, in Muskoka,and along the Georgran
Bay, missionaries are now at work under appointment
such as the present wnter recommended in other
cases.

Students, 100, are sent Out CVery sUMMer 1w virtu-
ally the same way, not to speak of the appointment of
missionaries to the Foreign ficld, and the result- what
has the result been?

“ Heartburmings 2" as your correspondent predicts,
* Strife and division?” * mutual liberty of choice on
the part of pastor and people dented the hearers >
“a veto mmposcd upon pastor and people?” these
dreaded evils have 7ot been the result thus far, and
are not likely to be by a further extension of the
scheme.  And surely it is only due to the “Open Let-
ter " 10 notice the all-important fact that the congre-
gations concerned are in every instance to be «owsuls-
¢d before any missionary be appointed by Presbytery,
and their consent secured.

Where then is the invasion of their rights?  1f the)
object, the matter drops; if they approve, the plan
proceeds.

1 pass over several other points of the criticism in-
cluding that part which represents the proposal as a
reproach and contempt of those congregations, Sffice
to say I give place to no one in my admiration for the
Pluck, and devotedness, and liberality of many of our

‘“weak charges.” Theyare weak only in numbers; not
{n head, nor hieart, nor enterprise.  And it is doing me
an utter injustice to represent the proposal in the
manner referred to.

As toa “Sustentation Fund” as commended by
rvour concspondent, I would il such a scheme in
Canada f there were any good ground to suppose it
is forthcoming soon.  But, 1s 1t pracucable? That
question was up before the Assembly in 1877 and
agatn in 1878 and the reply was i the negative. It
will be up again next June. Are the prospects of its
creation any  bnghter than they have bheen? See
wminutes, 1877, pp. 24, 25, and 1878, p. 43, Thanking
you for your courtesy, Mr. Editor, I am etc.

l.mdm. l4th j'\n 1379. J. HasTIg,
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PrRESRVIERY OF LINDSAY. - At Woodville on t4th
current the Presbytery of Lindsay held a pro ve nata
mcecting.  Heing constituted, the moderator's conduct
in calling mceting was sustancd. There were ten
ministers present and two elders. The Rev. J. Mc.
Naub reported having modeiated in a call at Wood-
ville on 2nd January, addressed to Rev. James Cam-
cron of Chatsworth, signed by 243 communicants and
208 adherents. The Moderator’s conduct was ap-
proved. Commissioners, Messrs, J. C. Gilchrist,
Rev. R. Gunn, were heard. Reasons of translation
were given in.  The call is unammous and hearty.
Stipend promised $4,000 with manse and glebe. The
Presbytery sustained the call. The Rev.]. McNabb
and Mr. . Grant were appointed by the congregation
representatives to Owen Scund Presbytery, and Mr,
McNabb was also appointed to represent the Presby-
tery of Lindsay. Rev.D.I). McLennan laid on thetable
a unanmous call from the congregation of Canning-
ton addressed to Rev. C. Fletcher, M.A. The
moderator’s conduct was approved. Comnussioners,
Messrs. Darres and Anderson were heard. The call
was signed by fifty-one commumcants and fifty-
scven adherents. Stipend promiscd $800. The
call was sustained. Rev. S. Acheson present
ed a call from the congregation of Sunderland
and Vroomanton addressed to the Rev. A. Burr
After the Commissioners from the congregation were
heard, the Presbytery having taken into consideration
alt the circumstances, resolve, for the interest of the
muuster called and the congregation, that the call be
not sustiuned. The Clerk wits instructed to arrange
for the supply of the vacant congregation and the al-
location of probationers.—J. R. Scori, Pres. Clerk.

PRESBYFERY OF OWEN SoUND.--This Presbytery
met in Division Street Church, Owen Sound, on the
t7th ult. Mr. Mordy, the minister elect in Lake
Shore and Leith congregations, was examined in his
trials for ordination. The examinatiun was sustained,
Mr. Curne introduced a motion on Presbyterial visie
wtion.  The Presbytery, approving of the punciple of
the motion, appomnted a commutiee to prepare a
scheme to be submitted at the neat meeting.  Mr,
Fletcher declined the call to Meaford. The evening
sederunt was to a great eatent occupied i discussing
the “ Report on the State of Rehigion.” The Presby-
tery resohed itself into comnuttee of the whole, and
considered the section of the Report on the “commu.-
nicants ot the church,” and the best means of getung
the young into full communion. The subject will be
continued at the next ordinary meeting. Rev. E. B,
Rodygers resigned-his position as missionary in the
Wiarton District.  The resignation was accepted, and
his name, along with that of Mr. N. MacPhee, for-
warded to be put on the list of probationers. Com.
mittees were appointed to look after the financial
interests of all the mission stations and the supple.
mented congregations.  Mr. Stevenson gave notice of
an overturc to the General Assembly in reference to
the szafus of retired ministers, and Mr. Somerville
gave natice that he would move at the next ordinary
meeting to have sur regular mectings of Presbytery in
the year instead of four as at present.  The business
sent down by the General Assembly was considered,
and answers prepared.  An Examining Committee
was appointed for 1879. The Presbytery agreed that
the sessions of vacant congregations be held respon-
sible for the unecessary expenses of the ad imterim
Moderator appointed by Presbytery, and also for ex-
penses of members appointed to take part in ordina-
tion services. Adjourned to mneet in Leith, at eleven
am.,, Dec. 19th, for Mr. Mordy's ordination. Next
ordinary meeting to take place in Division street
Church, March 18th, 1879, at ten am,
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