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A CONTEMM'RARY remanks ibat a mlnister's vaca-
tion mhould ho le an loer se proporldn le his salary-
the simaller thse salary thea urger the rost. Gond Idea,
'"ut bey vould yeti carry It ouiP Dr. John Hall bas
a salar- of ton thousand a year and usually takes a
vacation ot about tva nionti. Accordlng te, thisarrangement a minuster vîtis a salary cf less than a
thousand a rear wouId have le rosi aIl the year round IFor thm hoit of ai ceeccîvahie ressonts ne practîcal
dlfficuliy vIli ever arise an tiIs question. Ne congre-
gation vill evor adepi dis theory and tny te vork it.
The minisiers vlth the smnaUcst salaries tee etten la
ibis country gel ne vacation ai &IL

SaMEc cf eut Amenican coniomporanla, nid saine
tilgs about holding the Pan-Preshyterlan Couacil leBelfat, that vo tbougbî vota net very generens or
kied. UnIess ont meniory lu greatly ai fauli, the
Chritian ai IVark vas the grealest ahaner le Ibisregtîd. It vas alleged ihat Blfast, belng dia homo
cf a tory anihodox type cf Presbyîerlans, could net ho
a god place la whlch to dissn qeestions that requlred
gnout breadth of viev. It gîves us gnout pleasuro te,kaov that the Blelfast Preshyterlans tairly took the
hreath fnom theso Americans by their ceneronis hospi.
tallty. Accerdieg te the Christian ai lVo>i. Dr. A.
M. Hamilton, an American delegate, deciarcd le ana
of is speeches Iltsai Belfast hozpItality charrnod and
dcllgbted the Amoricans." and ail the Anierîcans vitban ocatatie about sahd "amen." WothoughttIbm: asexactly boy 1: ouldbho. Thora anotblng "narrev"
about theso Belfast men, especlaliy about iheir clie.
nets. We ventura te, say thai sine cf the American
delegates weto Ilhroad "ln more ways than ln thein
dieology ai the closa af the Ceuncil. The vory hast
lhlng for an American vho tbhnks tha! everytblng la
theaBrtish cburcbej la caèrov, Is te set bm clown aithe table cf a Glasgow or Belfast marchant prince.

UHAs the varld greva btellesainco you came iet
fi 6ifty yema ga t" vas oe efthe queeutions whics an
heteMvioer put te Spurgeon about the timeofe bis
seml-ceptenniai celebraic. The grat prenchar's
ar vwer vas that la some respects 1: vas bocoming
botter, and la other respect xerso. People ahani
moe <ilty yeats mgo and rend versa literatnre an
tbay de nov, but thay light moe fiorcely and unscru.
pulcuslyformuneynovdhan they everdldbefore. Wbaî
anavar sbouid ho gitan vote this question put !n
regard te lthat particular part cf the varld called
Canada? Snbslaetially wo diink dia saine anaver
as dhat gitan by Spurgeon. le srni' respects the pea.pie of th) country are beomung botter, wvist inh
cuber respectls vo fear thora ta ne lipravenint.
Undouh:edly thero la less dnlnkIng and fightlng, butv
thora la prohnhly more lymng, cbenîing, Sahbadi.
breahcing and braches of trust. The rougb aId Chsettler afica teck a glass tee niuch, and n stand.up Ilfight vas a cemmon enougb ding ln the carly days tand nov setlemnins ; but tho reugh aid sotier vbe thdid sncb dings wras usually an bonesi, trutblul man. 0jHe wauld shudder at dia lbougbî t tolllng an unmruth thLa dia viteess bax. le dia malter cf drnking thora la a .1<vast change 13 public opinion, but vo must not cou. tclade dhat ibis change is cartaie evldencc of advace spalong tha e7bole lino Wouîd 1: vere se. le respect MIfor dia Sahbatit vo are mes: rapidly geing hack as a vpeople. Prohmbly tbo only ans.7er tbit can bc given lita, ibis question la dhat la santie rue pets v are bc. tocaming hoter : le other verse. C

as~THE question, "la the world bccoming botter or grverse.?» suggesta anobher la ;vbich out reader, ne andouhit, take a deep iotorest . ' diath Churci, becani. ingIng botter?" Tva classes ct merL an answer ibisImportant quezy at a moment'à notice. Thse class vathat halices= thai everythlag good dhed witit aut wi.
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graedffathers; would gîte an oinpbatic ,no." Thoe
pupllo ho thhnk tbai acatly overything goed begane
te exisi a foir <nys ago would &&y ,yes,, with
equl eniphasis. Theughtiui mon ay net lied hteasy tn s3y enytiig defleite on. tha âubject. Takocur eva Churcb for example . %e taise niuce. largersums cf niocy tban vo over dld. Do vo taise nierale prop-mrion te tho givlng power cf out peopale i That
lu tho ranIquestion. Soeasharp leiow whth agenlusfor handllng fi-ures inay gel up soa day snoa andprove hy a long &~ ty of figtîres tbai vo arm decreas.
Ininl lberallty. A fine an'a cburch tbAt cos twenty
thousad dollars may nt represent lis lnuch r"n effortand selt.denfl as theold lc.g oe ibat tie early serners
put up fitty years ogo. Wo Tory ranch doubt Ilithe
ncv collega buildings le Torante Pmd Mlontical re essent as soucih rai plnching as the tId Knox Coeia..4dld. Thora la suore brotheriy love anlong the denomi.
nations nov, but Ià thora net a marlous offset le thehappy mtle cf thîngs ln :ho well.known fact ýe.at nianypeople ara flot bound te their ova churches by îlcs asstrong as thesa thai existed fifty years mgo. Tis
question la latensely lnteres,.ng and proctical-" lathe Church hcemlng botttr?"' Whit do you ihlnk?

COMMINTING an the kladly and respectfui loe lat..aùlch Spurgeon, Farnr, Talmago and other aminentproachers alwaya ncter tn dia pross, a respected, con.
laniparary amy.

sIl the greali vleg preachers of the day bail te dependsolcly on the 1 cliglous' press for the publication cf theirutteranccg, tlieir lame and lIfluence would bc confined tapretty narrow limetta-bld unde the proverbia buthel almost.The 1 ccular ' press as a whole bus donc andl ta dotag agrcat dcii more to elevate the moral and letellectual tana ofthe cimmunity tIbm tome people arc diaposed te give itcredtt î. l'bat itis net witbout defecîs must bcadmlîted.but nettber the * religions *prcss not the pulpit are frac froemfinilt."
Were vo dlsposed le, ho captious ive mlghî asc ont
esteemed contemporary If l la quite clean tiat certainNew York and Chicago journals, along wlth soeethen îhat mlgbt bc nnmed, publih tha sermons cfhe camnent divines for the simple prrpose of tce-vaîing the moral and letellectual tbe cf dami rendors.
May Il net ha tbat the finie of the preacher helpu te
ialce the pipera saif? The piper belps te maire diaprencher popular and useful, ne doubt, but does netthe sermohs of suach men beip te Increase thea deandfor the paper? Would oe cf ibese jeurnals pubilsh

sermons if they lest nuoncy by dolng se? Whllstsay.
leg thîs much, niosi cheerfully do we recognizo diagrowing help vhicb tha press cf Canada almosi uni-fornily givas te churcb work cf eveny kled. %Va rarelyopen an excisango îhaî does eut dovota more or lessspace te cburch maltera. Many paragraphs not oelybelp on the gond work by 9«ting Items cf laformation

tboy malte announcemonts that iha ibegular orderof business should ho paid for as adventlsements. Ifdsoe people "eare net dlaposod te give crochu for sncbgenereus services ail wo cas say la that they are veny
*borisighied and angmatelni.

TUE GOSPEL IN GREA T CIrlEs.
TrHOUGH the nuniher of papera rcad ai the Pros.'hyteran Alance Meetings le Bellhrt vas net so
rami as at Phîladeiphia, itw'as seuh open te dtha ehjec.a
ton of heing unduly large. According te reports, and cudging ' ni the onilines et papers; publlahed, they 1:mnlied la intrleslc: ment It cannai, bowcver, ho as. aoertained beforehand what mny ha the valua et a paper ciy a given writer, and ne one would cane te subait tels manuscri>pt te the ceasarshlp of a canmîlttea, se frbai ibis laequaliîy of treaimeni vill ho apparent la cie papota read befora future meetings toi tme Alliance sene thing, bowever, scins te, hc takea for granled nibai tewar papers viii ho quhte sufficlent for ail prac. hacai purposas vben the nexi Ceundil meet The qundency te, crowd as niuch as passible liet given p~)ace and tiLne, will routder i difficult for dia Cea-tteo of the Alliance te curtail dia nuniber cf papena clinry much. hi is felt diat tise discussion cf subjact tetroduced Is decldedly moe lnteresting .,an listcnlng vca succession of eiaborntely prepared essays. Dis. hosseon is net only leterestlng but profitable. The onsemhled wisdani of dia Council saht Mo t drow a acieat niany croasligbis ou dia Important questions InIbmited for censidaration and la ninch more stimulai. ha
gand f.-'iiaul la pracicai resuits. auon* topic ei grat and pressing practicai Interesi ails laroducedl by Dr. Waters, ef Newark, N. J.,-and sec.L,-y known la te Canadian Cbnrch from, bis long cfa

Connection with IL He de .t wlth the probleof n te-
liglous negcet ln Laugo cihies. Dr. MarihaULank .10
GucceIssr of Dr. Norman Macleod ln the Barony
parlib, Glasgow, follired the reading cf Dr. Waters'
papcr Wlth an able and cloquent gddress on tho rame
subject. Tiiesa valuable contributions to the consid.
eaioe cf a mos: 'mportant subject have onty appeared
ln the reports ie very meagte outince, and wo must
,-ait for the publication cf the volume contalning the
proceedlogu of thea Cou Cctl beloro an adequato ctmato
of thelr value cui bc formed.

Dr. Waters Is credited wlth havlng stated that the
only dangers te civiliaxaton, nowadays sprang <rom
cies, net from crimînals only, but (rom sociallats, the
disconîented and the hungry. Every observer must
admit thvt there lu much truth le tieraternmant. It
ledicates a great change (rom earllerdays. Thetera
civilIzation, tuait, owes Its onglen te cities, and paga,
ln is original signification, applies to, a dwci!er le tho
country. XI has te bc rcmcnibered that city popula.
tiens arc constantly augmented by the Influx cf people
<romn the rural districts. Soclalism certainly fieds Its
cen)gonlal home aniong tho overcrewdcd cenem3nts ci
large ciesc, and thora finds lts wiling disciples Dli..
content bas a vider habitat. It Is te bo <oued utter-
Ing is hoas murmurs ln the crowded city ; but ht là
ne stranger ln the pastoral home. Thon the hungry
arm a danger te clvilization. B3ut what kled cf a clvi-
izLsaton la ht that notes the tact ef discontent and
Langer wlth a calmn phlosephîc oe and goes on plling
up is wealtb, gathers costiy stores ef brlc-a.brac, and
amuses lIsait gcnerally, wîtliout much conere In~secldag te, ascertain the causes cf discoritent and
hunger, and indîflerent as te devlslng means for
thair removal. Civilization, te becomo the blesslng
ht sheuid, must have a niuch larger infusion of. the
Spirit cf Christ Tihe van: of the dime la a Christiaz
civillzatien.

This is fully recognl:ed by Dr. Waters, for ho dlaims
thai tho apestles sclzed upon the grat chties as the
prapagating centres ef Gospel blessings, and ho ays,
whaî cannot ho tee stronghy emphashsed, the Church
to.aay must tollev their exam pie. In follewlng tirai
exampia they would ha walklng ln the footsteps cf
Him wh e hold the ciîy and wepteover It.

Dr. Lanig, whe like his predecassor, has the condi-
tion and wants cf a grat ciy constanîiy hefore his
oyes, bas donco much te, hring the Gospel into living
contact wlth the sordld and cheerless dwdilexs ln the
alunis. He notices a growing Indifféece te religion,
net alIone among the por, but among ail classes, and
sks bey la Ite o checked ? Ho says ihere must

bo more lita le ail the churches ; a living cengregation
turnlng eut upon a district te evangelizo it He ad.
vocates the discontinuanceocf pev ranis, nie elaslic
nethods cf worklng, and greater union among the
:hurchcs. Theso are therecammendatlonscia pmc-
ical woîker, nlot the theses cf a speculaive iheolo.
clan. They arc ehviousiy in the rlghî direction.

Ie Canadian rural districts it ay bc thought thai
e thls blghly.favoured land ?we arc net affected by the
langera tuai ara so chiaracterlstlc of eider European
Iilzatloes, and the great citles ln tho United States.
>ur ihankfulness for frcedora fiani their social dan.
rs, hovever, mui net hcocf tee compiacent a char-

cter. Ne resideet cf aur larger Canadian towns and
hties--no visiter can avold keeving that thora la an
icreaslng Indifférenco te religion, an open disregard
f Is dlaims thai should awaken concere If rarnesi
lairts are net made te proveni tiicm, hunger, discon.
nt, and sociallstic theorles vil soon show a stronger
ont than happilyihoy do nov. Tha larger cities are
onstontlygroviig langer. The shifîlesandtdiadis.
lui nalurally gi iiato thhther. Arc tho efforts now
ade-and ln mosi cf aur chies and teves vo do

avo oanest Chrisian wonkers-.anything lice nde.
aate te, meot the needs cf those who arc heyond ihe
aie of Gospel Influence?
The members of tihe Presbytonlaa Ministerlal Aise.
tion, cf Taronte, have beau glvlng serions attention
the question, and efforts hava heen made te, bogie
arkile ibis cI:-itrnî £el%' To hcocf value 1: n'as:
prosecuted wMt earnesxLes, faih and untblng

ergy. The varions congragatinns ainsi take an
a lnterost la die vork and have a grc2mter realiz.
Ssanse of their responsibllly in this direction titan
syet heec manlfested. The organization of levan
Il clly mission effort la a pressing necessity. Aboya
we need more of the Spirit ci Hlm who came te
kad te save dat whlch lest W domned more

a living Chrlsllanity le ail aur churches,


